Thé Epiﬁlcv to the Reader.

not to envy then 5 Jince they afford thee an Opporeunity odfd .tbé
like Diverfion, if thou wilt make ufe of thy own 1 bougbﬁi in reb ing:
*Fis to them, if they are thy own, t(mt Irefer my [elf : But zf, they are
taken_upon Truft from otbers, *tis no great Mat[e.r_ what dt hey are,
they not. following Truth, but fome wmeancr C()T?ﬁt]@l'dllml: and ‘tis ot
worth while to be concerned, what be fays or thinks, .wbo Jays or thinks
only as be is directed by anotber. If thon ]ud_g_eﬂ for thy felf, I ﬁno‘w thou
wilt judge candidly 5 and then I ﬂ?_all not be barmed or qﬂ’egzde ) Injvlmtg-
ver be thy Cenfure.  For though it be certam, that there is nothmg
this Treatife of whofe Truth I am not perfuaded 5 yet I confider my felf
as liable to Miftakes, as I can think thee s ‘a.n-d kiow ﬂm{ tbtg Baok
muft ftand or fall with thee, not by any Opinion 1 lm}re of ‘/j’ ut, thy
own. If thou findeft little it mew or inftruttive to thee, thou art not
to blame me for it. It Was mot meant for tbq[e. that /md. already
maftered this Subject; and made a througlh Acquamntance jbz{b t’)f.’ir
own Underftandings 5 but for my own Information, and the Sq;zsﬁzﬁzan
of ¢ few Frieiids; iwho acknowledged tbemfeh}gs not to.bave ju[ﬁ.czently
confidered it, ~ Were it fit to irouble thee with the .Ht/iory of this Ef
Jay, T [hould tell thee that five or [ix Frteiz/f{s meeting. at n:,{y (;' ])4;71?@»,
and difcour (ing on a. Subject very remote from this, foun dt hemfelves
quickly.at a frand, Dy the Difficulties fladt»‘roj’e on every: fide, After
we had a while puzxled our. [elves,: without coming any nearer a Re=

Jolution of thofe Doubts which perplexed ws, it came intg my Thonghts;

that. we. took a iprong conrfe 5 and that before we fet. our felves upon
Enquiries 5 f that N ature, \it was nwejﬁlry to examume Qur 0wn A/)tlt_tlg;,
and, fee what Qbjects onr Under ffandings were, or were. 1ot ﬁ{ted to
deal with.  This I propofed to the Company, who all readily aj]entqd 5
and. therenpon it was agreed that this - fhould be owr firft Enquiry,
Soine hafty and undigefted Thoughts ,  on- a Subjet . 1. bad never
before .confidered , which I fet down a(g;w.zflt our mext Meeting,
gave the firft entrance fmto this Difcourfe, wb@ babmg_ been thus bEf
gun by Chance ; Was continded by Intreaty ; ﬂvrtften bj incoberent pars
cels 5 and, after long intervals of negleét, refum d again,as my Humour
or‘()ccaﬁons permitted ;3 and at la§t, n a retirenient, wheye an Atten-
dence on my Flealth gave me leifure, it was brought uito that order thou
now feestit. \ '

OWTL}: difcontinued way of writing may have occafioned | befides
others , two contrary Faults, viz. that too zf:trle , and too much
may be faid init.  If thou findeft any thing wanting, . I fball be glad,
that what [ bave Writ, gives thee any Defire that I hould  bave gone
farther = If it feems tod much to thee, thon muft blame the Subjelt ;
‘fo pbanil firft put Pen to Paper, 1 tlpoggbt all T fhould bave to fay on
this Matter, would have been- contained in one Sheet of Paper; l-afut ;be

artper.
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