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farther I went, the larger Profpeét I bad - New Difcoveries led me fill
on,and foit grew infenfibly tothe bulk it now appears in. 1 Will not deny,
but pofsibly it might be reduced toa narrower compafs than it is5 and that
-~ fomeParts of it might be contratted:the way it has been Writ in by catches,
and iy long intervals of Interruption,being apt to canfe fome Repetitions.
But to confefs the Truth,I am now toe lazie, or too bufte to make it [horter.
1 am not ignorant how little ‘T berein confule my own Reputa-
tion, when T knowingly let it go with a Faule, fo apt to difgust the moft
judiciows , who are always the niceft Readers.  But they who
know Slath is apt to contenc it [elf with any Excufe, will pardon me, if
mine has prevailed 01 me, where, I think, 1 have a very good one. I will
not therefore alledge mmy Defence, that the fame Notion, baving diffe-
rent Re[pebts, may be convenient or neceffary, to prove or illuftrate feves
p ral Parts of the [ame Difcourfe s andthat fo it has bappened in many
Parts of this: But waving that, I [hall frankly avow, that T have
fometimes dwelt long npon the fame Argument, and expreffed it different
Ways, with a quite different Defign. 1 pretend not to publifh this EfJay
for the Information of Men of large Thoughts and quick Apprebenfions ;
to fuch Mafters of Knowledge I profefs my Jelf a Scholar, and therefore
arn them before-hand not to expect any thing bere, but what being fpun
ont of my own conrfe Thoughts, is fitted to Men of my own [ize,to whom,
perhaps, it will not be unacceptable, that T bave taken fome Pains to make
plain and familiar to their Thonghts fome Truths, which eftablifhed Pre-
judice, or the Abfbraétnefs of the Ideas themfelves, might render difficult.
Some Objelts bad need be turned on every fide ; and when the Notion is
new, as I confefs fome of thefe aretome s or out of the ordinary Road,
as 1 fufpec they Will appear to others, ’tis not one [imple view of it, that
will gain it admittance into every UnderStanding, or fix it there with a
clear and lafting ImprefSon.  There are few, I believe, who have not
‘obferved in themfelves or others, That what i one way of propofing Was
very obfeure, another way of exprefSmg it, bas made very clear and intels
ligible : Though afterward the Mind found little difference in the Phra-
fes, and wondered why one failed to be underftord more than the other.
But every thing does not hit alike npon every Man's Tmagination.  TWe
bave our Under[bandings no lefs different than our Palats ; and he that
thinks the fame Truth [hall be equally relifhed by every one i the Jame
drefs, wmay as well bope to. feaSt every one with the fame Jort of Cookery :
The Meat may be the fame, and the Nowrifhment good, yet-every one
ot be able to receive it with that Seafoning 5 and it muft be dreffed 4
nother Way, if you Will bave it go down with fome, even of fbrong Confhis.
tutions.  The Truth is, thofe who advifed me to publifh it, advifed me,
for this Reafon, to publifp it asit is : and fince 1 have been brought to
let it go abroad, 1 defire 1t [hould be umﬁerﬂood by whoever gives himfelf
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