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the Pains to read it.  Ihave [o little Affectation to be in Print, that if
I'were not flattered, this Effay miglt be of fome ufe to others, as I
think, it bas been to me, I (hould have confined it to the View of fome Friends,
who gave the firft Occafion toit. My appearing therefore in Print, be-
ing on purpofe to be as ufeful as Imay, 1 think it neceﬂhry to make What
1 have to fay as eafie and intelligible to all forts of Keaders as I can. And
1 bad much rather the [peculative and quick-fighted ﬂ)ould complain of my
being in_fome parts tedious, than that any one, not accuftomed to abStraft
Speculations, or prepofJe(fed with different Notions, fhould miftake, or not
comprebend my meaning. " '

1t will pofSibly be cenfured as a great piece of Vanity, or Infolence
in me, to pretend to nfbruct this our knowing Age, it amounting
tolittle lefs, when I own that 1 publifh it Wwith hopes it may be ufe-
ful to others. But if it may be permittedto fpeak freelyof thofe,
who With a feigned Aodefty condemm as ufelefs what they themfelves
Write, methinks it _[avours much more of Vanity or Infolence, to publi
a Book for any other end 5 and he fails very much of that Refpeét he
owes the Publick, Wwho prints, and confequently expects Men (hould read
that, “Wwherein be intends not they [hould meet With any thing of /e to
themfelves or others = and [hould nothing elfe be found allowable in this
Treatife, yet my Defign will not ceafe to be fo ; and the Goodnefs of my
intention ought to be fome Excufe for the Worthle[snefs of my Prefent,
"Tis that chiefly which fecuresme from the Fear of Cenfure, which I ex-
peck not to efcape more than better Writers,  HMen's Principles, Notions,
and Relifbes are fo different, that it is hard to find a Book which pleafes -
or difpleafes all Men. 1 acknowledge the Age we live in, is not the
least knowing, and therefore not the moft eafie to be fatisfied ; which if
1 have not the good luck to doe, no Body yet onghs to be offended Wwith me.
1 plainly tell all my Readers, except half a dozen, this Treatife was not at
first intended for them ; and therefore they need not be at the Trouble to
be of that number.  But yetif any one thinks fit to be angry, and vail at
it, bemay doit fecurely: For I [hall find fome better way of [pending
my time, thanin fuch kind of Converfation. I (ball always have the j;
tisfaction to have aimed fincerely at Truth and Wfefulnefs, though in one
of the meane§t ways. The Commonwealth of Learning, is not at this
time withont MaSter-Builders, whofe mighty Deignsin advancing the
Sciences, will leave lafting Monuments to the Admiration of Pofterity ;
But every one muf} not hope to be a Boyle, or aSydenham ; and in an
Age that produces fuch Mafkers, as the Great Huygenius, and
the incomparable My. Nexveon, with fome other of that Strain ; ‘tis Am-
bition enongh to be employed as an Under=L abourer in clearing the Ground
alittle, and removing fome of the Rubbifh, that lies in the Way to [@0,;,
ledge 5 which certainly had Leen very much mere advanced in the Worl 7
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