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if the Endeavours of ingenions and induftrions Men bad not been much
cumbred With the learned but frivilus ufe of unconth, a]j{e&ed, or unintels
ligible Terms, introduced intothe Sciences, and there made an Art of to
that Degree, that (szlo[a!)by, Which is nothing but the true Knowledge
of Things,was thought unfit or uncapable to be bronght intowell-bred Com=
pany,and polite Converfation. Vagse and infignificant Forms of Speech, and
Abufe of Languizge, have jo‘ lmg pa/fed for 'ﬂfly&"”'“ of Science: And
bard or mifapply d Words,with little or no meaning, have, by Prefcription,

Juch a Righe to be miftaken for deep Learning and beighth of Speculation,

that it Will not be cafie to perfuade cither thofe who fpeak, or thofe who
hear them, that they are but the Covers of Ignorance, and hindrance o

true Knowledge.  To break in upon this Sancuary of Vanity and Tgno-
rance, Will be, I fuppofe, [ome Serviceto humane UnderStanding: T/Jougb
fo few are apt to think, they deceive, or are deceived in the Wfe of Words
or that the Language of the Seét they are of, has any Faults in it, whick

oughe to be excamined or corrected, that Thope I fhall be pardow’d, if T

havein the Third Book dwelt long on this Subjeét ; and endeavoured tg
make it fo plain, that neitber the imveratenefs of the Mifchief, nor the pre-
Valency of the Fafbion, [ball be any Excufe for thofe, who will not take
Care about the meaning of their own Words, and will not fuffer the Sig-
nificancy of their Expreffions to be enquired into. :
L have been told that a [hortEpitome of this Treatifeswhich was printed
about two Years [ince, Was by Jome condemned without reading, becanfe
innate Ideas were denied in it 5 they too haftily conclitdiﬂg, that if innate
Ldeas were not fuppofed, there would be little left, either of the Notion

~ or Proof of Spirits. If any one take the like Oﬂénce at the Entrance of

',
b

tb_izs Treatife’?I [hall defire 'bt'z?z to read it throughr: and then I hope he
Wwill be convinced, that the taking away falfe Foundations is not to the
prejudice but adyantage of Trath 5 Which is never injur’d or endanger’d
Jomuch, as when mixed with, or built on Fal{hood.

Onie thing more I muft advertife my Reader of, and that is, That the -

Summary of each Section is printed m Ttalick Charatters,whereby the Reas
der may find the Contents almoft as well as if it bad been printed in the
Margin by the fide, if alittle allwance be made for the Grammati-
cal Conftruction, which in the Text it felf conld not always be foordered,
as to make perfect Propo(itions, which yet by the Words printed in Ttalick,

may be eafily gueffed ar.
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