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| Introa’uflion.'

ble Beings, and gives him all the Advantage and Dominion,

which he has over them ; it is certainly a Subje@, even for its
Noblenefs, worth our Labour to enquire into.. The Underftanding, like
the Eye, whilft it makes usfee, and perceive all other. Things, takes no
notice of it felf: And it requires Art and Pains fo fet it at a diftance, and
make it its own Object :* But whatever be the Difficulties, that lie in the
way of this Enquiry ; whatever it be, thatkeeps usfomuch in the Dark
to our felves ; fure I am, that all the Light we can let in upon our own
Minds; all the Acquaintance we can make with our own Underftandings,
will not only be very pleafant ; but bring us great Advantage, in dire&-
ing our Thoughts in the fearch of other Things.

§. 2. This, therefore, being my Purpofe to enquire into the Original,
Certainty,and Extent of humane Knowledge ; together, with the Grounds
and Degrees of Belief, Opinion, and Aflent ; 11ihall not at prefent med-
dle with the Phyfical Confideration of the Mind ; or trouble my felf to

. I.Slncc it is the @nderfanding that fets Man above the reft of fenfi-

- examine, wherein its Effence confifts, or by what Motions of our Spirits,

or Alterations-of our Bodies, we come to have any Senfation by our Ors
gans, or any Jdea’s in our Underftandings ; and whether thofe Zded’s do
in their Formation, any, or all of them, depend on Matter, or no. Thefe
are Speeulations, which, however curious and entertaining, fhall decline,
as lying out of my Way, in the Defign I am now upon. It fhall fuffice
to my prefent Purpofe, to confider the difcerning Faculties of a Man, as
they areemploy’d about the Objects, which they have to do with: and I
thall imagine I have not wholly mifimploy’d my felf in the Thoughts I

fhall have on this Occafion, if, in this Hiftorical plainMethod, I can give

any Account of the Ways, whereby our Underftandings come to attain
thofe Notions of Things we have, and can fet down any Meafures of the
Certainty of our Knowledge, or the Grounds of thofe Perfwafions, which

are tobe found amongft Men, fo various, different, and wholly contradi-

¢tory ; and yetaflerted fome where or other with fuch Aflurance,and Con-
fidence, that he that fhall take a view of the Opinions of Mankind, obferve

- their Oppofition, and at the fame time, confider the Fondnefs,and Devo-

tion wherewith they areembracd; the Refolution,and Eagernefs, where-
with they are maintain'd, may perhaps bave Reafnn to fufpect, That ei-
ther there isno fuch thing as Truth at all ; or that Mankind hath no fuf-
ficient Means to attain a certain Knowledge of it. : ' /

§. 3+ It is therefore worth while, to fearch out the Bounds berween O-
pinion and Knowledge; and examine by what Meafures, in things where-
of we have no certain Knowledge, we ought to regulate our Aflent, and

: : mederate
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