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moderate our Perfwafions. In Order whereunto, I thall purfue this fol-
lo“;?r%f}wle{tlll]gli.enquire into theOriginal of thofe Zdea’s, Notions, or what-
ever elfe you pleafe to call them, whicha Man obferves, and is- confci-
ous to himfelf he has in gis M}ilnd},; and the ways whereby the Underftand-
i es to be furnithed with-them. . e
i mgS(e:So[;I:lc//y, I thall endeavour to fhew, what [.{””Wk"lgf the Underflanding
| hath by thofe Zded’s; and the Certainty, Evidence, and Extent of it.
Thirdly, 1 fhall make fome Enquiry into the Nature and Grounds of
Fuaith, ot Opinion : whereby I mean that Affent, which we give to any -
Propofition as true, of whofe Truth yet we have no certain Knowledge:
And here we {hall have Occafion to examine the Reafons and Degrees of
Aﬂ;.”:.. If by this Enquiry into the Nature of the Underftanding, I
can difcover the Powers thereof; at how far-they reach ; towhich things
they are in any Degree proportionate; and where they fail us, I fuppofe
it may be of ufe, to prevail with the bufie Mind of Man, to be more cau-
tious in ‘meddling with things exceeding its Comprehenfion ; to ftop,
when it is at the utmoft Extent of its Tether; and to fit down in a quiet
Ignorance of thofe Things, which, upon Examination, are found to be
beyond the reach of our Capacities. Wethould not then perhaps be fo
forward, out of an AffeGation of an univey(al K_nowledge, to raife Que-
ftions, and perplex our {elves and others with Difputes about +Things, to
which our Underftandings are not fuited ; and of which we cannot frame
in our Minds any clear or diftinct Perceptions, _or.whereof (as it has per-
haps too often happen’d) we have notany WNotions at all. . if we can
find out, how far the Underftanding can extend its view ; how fat it has
Faculties to attain Certainty ; and in what Gafes. it can only judge and
guefs, we may learn to content our felves with What is attainable by us
in this State. ; , : ; ol :
. §.5. Forthough the Comprebenfion of our Underftandings,comes exceed-
ing {hort of the vaft Extent of ‘Things; yet,we thall have Caufe enoughto
magnifie the bountiful Author of our Being, for that Portion, and Degree
of Knowledge, he has beftowed 'on us, {o far above all the reft of the In-
habitants of this our Manfion. Men have Reafon to be well fatisfied with
what God hath thought fit for them, fince he has given them (as St. Pe-
ter fays, mile meosZwm 1) tustpasy, Whatfoever is neceffary for the Con-
veniences of Life, and Information of ‘Vertue ; and has put within the G4
reach of their Difcovery the Provifions, that may. fupport, or fweeten this
Life, and the Way that leads to a better. How fhort foever their Know-
ledge may come of an univerfal, of perfect Comprehenfion of whatfoe-
ver is,it yet fecures theirgreat Concernmentsthat they have Light enough
tolead them to the Knowledge of their Maker,and the Difcovery of their
own Duties. Men may find Matter fufficient to bufie their Heads, and -
employ their Hands with Variety, Delight, and Satisfaction; if they will
not boldly quarrel with their own Conftitution, and throw away the
- Bleflings their Hands are fill'd with, becaufe they are not big enough to
orafp every thing.  We fhall not have much Reafon to complain of the
narrownefs of our Minds, if we will but employ them about what may
be of ufe to us ; for of that they are very capable : And it will be an un-
pardonable, as well as Childifh Peevithnefs, if we undervalue the Advan-
tages of our Knowledge, and negleét to improve it to the ends for which
is was given us,becaufe there are {ome Things that are fet outof thereacl
of it. : 1t will be no Excufe to an idle and untoward Servant, who woul
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