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not attend his Bufinefs by Candle-light, to plead that he had not broad
Sun-fhine. ‘The Candle, thatis fet up in us, fhines bright enough for
all our Purpofes. "The Difcoveries we caii rhake with this, ought to fa-
tisie us: And we fhall then ufe our Underftandings right, when we enter-

tain all Objects in that Way and Proportion, that they are fuited to gur -

Faculties : and upon thofe Grounds, tliey are capable of being propos'd
tous ; and not pereriptorily, or intemipetately require Demonftration,

- and demand Certainty, where Probdbility only is to be had, and which
s fufficient to govern all out Goncerrinients. If we will disbelieve every

thing, becaufe,we cannot certainly know all things ; we fhall do much-
what as wifely as he, who would not ufe his Legs, but {it ftill and perifh,
becaufe he had-no Wings to fly.

§. 6. When we know our own Strength, we fhall the better know
what to undertake with hopes of Succéfs : And when we have well {ur-
vey’d the Powers of our own Minds, and made fome Eftimate what we
may expec from them, we fhall not be inclined either to fit ftill, and not
fet our Thoughts on work at all in Defpair of knowing any thing ; nor
on the other fide queftion every thing, and difclaim all Knowledge, be-
caufe fore Thirigs are not tobe underftood. "Tis of great ufe to the Sai-
lor to krow the length of his Line, though he cannct with it fithom all
the depths of the Ocean. Tis well he knows, that it is lonhg enough to
reach the bottom 4t fiich Places, as are neceffary todirect his Voyage, and
caution him againft nirining upon Shoals, thdt miay ruine him. Our Bu-
finefs here is not to know all things, but thofe which corcern our Con-
duct. If we can find ot thicfe Meafures, whereby a rational Creature
put in that State, which Man is iri, irl this World, may, and ought to go-
vern his Opinions and Actions depending thereon, we rieed not be trou-
bled, that fome other things fcape our Knowledge. o

§. 7. This was that which gave the firlt £jfe to this Effay éofi-
cerning the Underftanding. For I thought that the firft Step towards fa-
tisfying feveral Enquiries, the Mind of Man was very apt torun into, was,
To takea Survey of our own Underftandings, examine our own Powers,
and fee to what things they were adapted. .Till that was done,I fufpected
we began at the wrong end, and in vain fought for Satisfaction in a quict
and fecure Pofleflion of Truths,that moft concern’d us, whilft we let loofe

“our Thoughts into the vaft Ocean of Bez';fz%, as ifall that boundlefs Ex-

tent, were the natural, and undoubted Poffeffion of our Underftandings,
wherein there was nothing exempt from its Decifions, or that efcaped its
Comprehenfion. Thus Men, extending their Enquiries béyond their Ca-
pacities, and letting their Thoughts wander irto thofedeptlis, where they
can find no fure Footing ; ’tis no Wonder, that they raife Queftions, and
multiply Difputes, which never coming to any clear Refolution, are pro-
per only to continue and increafe their Doubts, and to confirm them at
Iaft in perfec Scepticifm. Whereas were the Capacities of our Underftand-
ings well confidered, the Extent of our Knowledge once difcovered, and
the Horizon found, which fets the Bounds between the enlightned and
dark Parts of Things; between what is, and what is not comprehenfible
by us, Men would perhaps with lefs feruple acquiefce in the avowd I-

-gnorance of the oneand imploy their Thoughts and Difcotir{e,with more

Advantage and Satisfaction in the other.
6. 8. Thus much [ thought neceflary tofdy concerning the Occa-

fion of this Enquiry irto humane Underflanding. But, before T proceed

on to what I have thought on this Subject, I muft here in the Entrance

beg Pardon of my Reader, for the frequent ufe of the Word Idea, Whi;:h
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