No innate Trincip/e; in the Mind, | Book L

he will find in the following Treatife. It being that Term, which,Ithink,
ferves beft to ftand for whatfoever is the Object of the Underftanding
when a Man thinks, I have ufed it to exprefs whatever is meant by Phaz-
tafm, Notion, Species, or whatever itis, which the Mind can be employ’d
“bout in thinking; and I could notavoid frequently ufing it.

1 prefume it will be eafily granted me, that there are fuch Zdea’s in Men’s
it Minds ; every one is confcious of them in himfelf,and 2 Man’s Words and
Actions will fatisfie him, that they are in others.

Our firft Enquiry then fhall be how they come into the Mind.

CHAP IL

- Noinnate Principles in the Mind.

§. 1.Y T is an eftablifhed Opinion amongft fome Men, That there are in
1 the Underftanding certain innate Principles ; {fome primary No-
tions , - Kowar eioit , Characters, as it were ftamped upon the Mind of
Man, which the Soul receives in its very firft Being ; and brings into the
World with it. It would be fufficient to convince unprejudiced Readers
of the falfenefs of this Suppofition, if I fhould only fthew (as I hope I fhall
in the following Parts of this Difcourfe) how Men, barely by the Ufe of
their natural Faculties, may attain to all the Knowledge they have, with-
out the help of any innate Impreffions ; and may arrive at Certainty,
without any fuch Original Notionsor Principles. For 1imagine any one
will eafily grant, That it would be impertinent to fuppofe the Zdea’s of
Colours innate ina Creature, towhom God hath given Sight, and a Pow-
er to receive them by the Eyes from external Objects: and 1o lefs unrea-
fonable would it beto attribute feveral Truths to the Impreffions of Nature
and innate Characters, when wemay obferve in our felves Faculties, fic
¢o attain as eafie and certain Knowledge of them, as if they were Origi-
nally imprinted on the Mind.
But becaufe a2 Man is not permitted without Cenfure to follow his own
Thoughts in the fearch of Truth, when they lead him ever fo litt]e out of
the common Road : T fhall fet down the Reafons, that made me doubt of
the Truth of that Opinion, as an Excufe for my Miftake, if Ibein one, '
swhich I leave to beconfider’d by thofe, who with me difpofe themfelves
to embrace Truth,where-ever they find it. :
§.2. There is nothing more commonly taken for granted, than that
there are certain Principles both Speculative and Praitical (for they {peak
of both) univerfally agreed upon by all Mankind: which therefore they
argue, muft needs be the conftant Impreffions, which ¢he Souls of Men
receive in their firfk Beings, and which they bring inte the World with
them, as neceffarily and really as they do any of their inherent Faculties.
§. 3. This Argument, drawn from @uiverfal Confent, has this Misfor-
fune in it, That if it were true in matter of Fact, that there were certain
Truths, wherein all Mankind agreed, it would not prove them innate, if |
there can be any other way fhewn how Men may come to that Univerfal (
Agreement in thethings they doconfent in;which I prefume may be done. |
§. 4. But,which is worfe, this Argument of univerfal Confent, which
is made ufe of to prove innate Principles, feems to mea Demonfiration i
: that
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