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Right Honourable

THOMAS
| peks gl @y aid
. PEMBROKE, &c.

- Knight of the Moft Noble Order

| of the GarTER,
| # AND

~ One of the Lords of Her
M AFESTY's Moft Honowrable

] - Privy Councir. -
1 - My Lozp, i
| YOu’l-l, perhaps, wonder .

o
q
o
Fd
-
®
k'S
Y
w

that an obfcure Perfon,
who hasnot theHonour
to be known to Your Lord-
| thip, thow'd prefume to Ad-
| drefs You in this manner. But
{ A 2 that
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ii. . The Dedication.
that a Man, who has- Written
{fomething withadefignto pro-
mote ufeful Knowlege and Refjo;-
gnin the World, %hou’d make
Choice of Your Lordfhip for
his Patron,will not be thought
{trange by any one that is not
altogether unacquainted with
theprefent State ofthe Church
- and Learning,and confequent-
ly ignorant_how.greac an Or-
mament and Support You are
to both: = Yet, nothing cou'd
have induced metomake You
this prefent of my poor Endea-
vours, were I not Encouragd 4%
by that Candour and Native
Goodnefs,which is fo bright a
Part in Your Lordfhip'sChara-
cter.Imight add, myLord, that
the Extraordinary Favourand
Bounty You have beenpleas'd
_ | to
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2 Introduttion.

ciple, to reafon, meditatc and reflect M
on the Nature of Things, but a thou- L
_fand Seruples fpring up 1n our Minds, 1(
concermng thofc Things which before fu
we feem’d fully to comprehend. Preju- il
«dices and Errors of Senfe do from all e
Parts difcover themfelves to our view of
and endeavouring to correct thefe by th
Reafon we are infenfibly drawn into
uncouth Paradoxes, Difficulties, and
| -Inconfiftences, . which multiply and p:
| grow upon us as we advance in Specu- -
E lation ; till at length, having wander’d x5
\ - thyed many_intricate Mazcs, we find tf
our felves Juft where we were, or it
which is worfe, fic down in a fosclorn. cl
Scepticifm. W
cl
§ 2. The caufe of this is thought to % h
“be the Obfcurity of things, or the na- 0
tural Weaknefs and Imperfection of d
our Underftandings. Tggge f2id the Fa- h
culties we have are. few,®nd chofe de- 1
fign'd by Nature for. the Support and ' <
Pleafure of Life, and not to pencerate v
mnto the inward Effence and Conftitu- 3
tion of Things. Befides, the Mind of }

+ Man

‘|||||lm‘||||||||||1||||||||||||||||||‘|||||n!|‘|||||||||‘m||||||||||||nu‘n||||m|||||||||||||n|||||‘|||||n|||||||||||||m|||||||||n]1'||| |"|TI'IT|‘|“|’]‘"|"
cm 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 312 13 14 15 L6

s , _GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK Signatur: Leibn. Marg, 52, [14] -2
NIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




Fa-
ind

ate
tu-

of
an

&

EDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

 them. It 18 a hard thmg to fuppofe,

SR B 2 rightly

GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK.

| IWM#&IM 3

being Finite, when it treats of
ings which partakc of Infinity, ic’s
be wonder'd at, if it run intoAb-
wrditics and Contradictions, out of
vhich it is impoffible it fhou'd ever cx~

.trié&tc it felf, it being of the naturc

of Infinite not to be comprchcndcd by
that which 1s Fumc. " AT

§ But pcrhaps we may be mo
i felves 1{,1 placmg thc Faulc_

that right Deductions from truc Prm-
clples ﬂmu c;;:l' ever =cnd in Cepfequmcc&

of Mcn, than o give thcm a ftrong
defire for that Knowlege, Whic 1 he
had placed quite ouc of th@g:,,reach
This were not agreeable to the wont-
ed, indulgent Methods of &owdww,
which, whatever Appetites it may have
lmplmted in the Creatures, doth ufual-

=

Iy furmﬂl em with fuch mecans as, if

3 4 < o 7 38 & 10 1T 12
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4 Introduttion.

rightly made ufe of, will not fail to fa-
tisfic them. Upon the whole, I am
mnclin’d to think that the far greater Par,

- 1f not all, of thofe Difficulties which

have hitherto amus’d Philofophers, and
block’d up the way to Knowlege, “are
intirely owing to our felves. That we
have firft rais’d a Duft, and then com-
plain, we cannot fee.

_-§ 4. My Purpofe therefore is, to try
if 1 can difcover what thofe Principles
are, which have introduced all that
Doubtfulnefsand Uncertainty, thofc Ab-
furdicies and Contradictions into the fe-
veral Seésof Philofophy; infomuch that
the Wifeft Men have thoughe our Igno-
rance incurable, conceiving it to arife
from the natural dulnefs and limitation
of our Faculdes. And furely it is 2 Work
well deferving our Pains, to make a
ftat inquiry concerning the firft Prin-
ciples of Human Knowlege, to Sift and
examine them on all fides, elpecially
fince there may be fome Grounds to fuf-
pect that thofe Lers and Difficuleies,
which ftay and embarrafs the Mind in

s
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b Tntroduition. 5
fa- ~it’s fearch after Truch, do not fpring
m any Darknefs and Intricacy in the

are, bjccts, or natural Defectin the Under-
ich tanding, fo much as from falfc Princi-

d ‘ples which have been infifted on, and
t-c -mlght have been avoided. «

l

e Y S P — T ——

m- | § 5. How dxfﬁﬂult and d;fcouragmg ‘
' foever this Attempt may feem, thn I
ccmﬁd:r what a number of very

try Men havc gonc

ﬂCS 1gns: f 0

\b- ﬁdcmnon that the larg iews are not
fe- always the Cleareft, and that he Who 18
hat Shortnﬁghced Wlll hcﬂbhg@ t.@n‘ draw
10~ g ':

rife & and : di

on : Whlch had cfcapcd far bctt@x Em

ne 7 _
= | § 6. Inowdct to prepare the Mmd
in- of the Reader for the caficr conceiving
nd |  what follows, I thought 1t proper to
Hy 3% premifc fomewhat, by way of Introduc-
o tion, concerning the Nature and Abufe i
s, of Language. But the unraveling this
in Magger leads me in fome meafure to

anucxpatq
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& Tntroduction.

anticipate my Defign, by taking notice

of what feems to have had a chief pare

in rendering Speculation intricate and
perplex’d, and to have occafion’d innu-
merable Errors and Difficulcics in almoft
all parts of Knowlege. And that is
ithe opinion that the Mind hath a pow-
er of framing Abftraét Ideas or Noti-
ons of Things. He who is not a per-
fect Stranger to the Writings and Dif-
putes of Philofophers, muft nceds ac-
knowlege that no fmall part of them
are {pent about abftract Ideas. Thefe
are, in a more efpecial manner, thought
to be the Object of thofe Sciences which
go by the name of Logic and Metaphy-
fics, and of all that which paffes under
the Notion of the moft abftracted and
fublime Learning, in all which one fhall
fcarce find any Queftion handled infuch
a manner, as does.not {uppofe their Ex-
iftence in the Mind;and that it 15 well
acquainted -wich them.

7. It is agreed on all hands, that
the Qualities or Modes of things do ne-
ver really exift each of them apart by

It

o=

e e

06 SN SO R /AR

P el e

m.-n | | ”._Im.
15 1e

o

‘III||l]]l‘||II|||Ill]I||||I|I||I|]]I|I|‘I|I||Illl‘|I||||I|I‘I!I||||I|||il||I!II‘I||I|IIll||I|||||||||I!I|IHI‘I|II|l[II|||||||||I|[H||I|I||I|I[]]I
cm 1 2 3 4 S o 3 38 g 16 11 12 13 14

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [18] - 6




L.

‘c@ﬁef feveral 1n the fame.

ED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK

M roduﬂ Dﬁ_ ' _ e

_n: fd{;@ﬁd fcparatcd from ali nhers,

ix'd, as it were, and

But we arc told, the Mind being ab&e

0 confider each Quality ﬁngly,—mr ab-

ftracted from thofe other Qualities with
‘which it 1s united, does by that means
frame to it felf abftrac Idcas For ex-
ample, there 1s perceiv'd - by nght an

@bjc& »ex*tcndcd ,coloured, and moved: -

com pgund Idca the mmd

cluﬁve of thc !rc{’c does frame the ab-.
ftract Ideas of Extcnﬁon,Colour& Mo-

| tmn Not that 1t is poﬁibi& 591% Golﬂuz -

relf by Ard&zon che et
exclufive of Extenfion, and * of Motion
cxcluﬁvc of nhCalwr andaﬁxtcnﬁon‘

§ 8. Agam, thc Mmd havmg ob-
fcrv 'd that in the particular Extenfions
perceiv’d by Senfe, there 1s fomething
common and alike in all, and fome o-

ther things peculiar, as this or that F-

g‘u_rc

< o 7 38 & 10 1T 12
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.1 8 Introduétion. |
A gure or Magnitude, which diftinguith = n
2l them one from another ; it confiders a- “ 9
i part or fingles our by it felf that which i
i 1s common, making thercof a moft ab- e
ftract Idea of Extenfion,which 1s neither - 4
Line, Sugface nor Solid, nor has any ¢

Figure or Magnitude but is an Idea in- o
tirely prefcinded from all thefe. So like- le
wifc the Mind by leaving outof the par- €c
ticular Colours perceiv’d by Senfe, that w
which diftinguifhes them one from ano- ly
ther, and retaining that only which is o
common toall;makesan Idea of Colour P
in abftrack which is neither Red, nor 1n
Blue, nor White, ¢oc. And 1n like man- C
ner by confidering Motion abftractedly n
not only from the Body moved, but like- E

wife fromthe Figure it defcribes, and all fa
particular Directions and Velocities, the &
abftra¢t Idea of Motion isframed; which e
equally cerrefponds to all particular d
Motions whatfoever that may be per- 15
ceiv’d by Senfe. t
n

§ 9. And as the Mind frames to it el
felf abftractIdeasof Qualities or Modes, A
fo does it, by the fame precifion or C

mental :
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- Introdustion. 9 |
suith tal Separation, attain ab&m&ldms i
(S 2~ more Compounded Beings, which il
hich nclude feveral coexiftent Quaht’les-;'-“ | i
ab- exam plc, the Mind having obferv’d that i
ther | Peter, Fames and Fobn, &:c refemble i
any ‘cach odm in certain common Agree- it
L In- - ments of Shape and other Qualities, L
like- | leaves outof thecomplex orcompound- |
par- ed Idea it has of Perer, Fames, &c. that N |
that wbmh is | '_; -uhar 0 ¢ cach,retaining on= i
mo" g At 1S ‘ tﬁ}‘a]l ;. aad f@ St
h 1s bt e
lour pamcuiars cqtfﬁﬁ partake, abftracting
nor mtirely from and cuteing off all thofe
1an- Circumftances and leﬁ.rcnces, which
rib | mght dctcxm fﬁ-_ ';-- ‘éat'
ike- PO S
da aid me 1¢ abitract ldea . =3
thLel: Man 01‘, tf you pleal"e Humamty or ?
sich |, Humane Nature. wherein ‘tis true,
ular therc’s included Colour becaufe there
per- ls no Man but has fome Colour, but

- then it can be neither White,nor Black,
_ l ﬁ@fﬁl}’ ngcular colour becaufc thcrc : _
oit | " isnoone particular Colour wherein all E

des, Men partake. So likewdfe there is in-
or cluded Stature, but then ’tis neicher Tall
ntal 2 Stature
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30 - Tt voduttion.

Stature nor Low Stature, nor ert Mid-
dle Stature, but fomething abftracted
from all thefe; and fo of thereft. More-

over, there being a great variety of o- ’

ther Creatures that partake in fome Pars,
but not all, of the complexIdea of Mas,
the Mind leaving out thofe Parts which
are peculiar to Men, and retaining thofe
only which are common to all the li-
ving Creatures, frames the Idea of Azi-
mal, which abftracts not only from all
particular Men,but alfo all Birds,Beatts,
Fithes and Infects. The conftituent
Parts of the abitract Idea of Animal are
Body, Life, Senf¢ and Spontaneous Mo-
tion. By Body 1s meant, Body wich-
out any particular Shape or Figure,there
being no one Shape or Figure common
to all Animals, without Covering, either
of Hair, or Feathers, or Scales, ¢r. nor
yet Naked : Hair, Feathers, Scales, and
Nakednefs being the diftinguithing Pro-
perties of particular Animals, and for
that reafon left out of the Abfirat
Idea. Upon the fame account the
{pontaneous Motion muft be neither
Walking, nor Flying, nor Creeping, it 1s

never-

o 3 38 g 16 11 12 13 14

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [22] - 10

15

e mA L e bk s ek e b N e o T B N ) e .l-"h_l-ud‘ = -

16




2 3 10 11 12 13 14 15

, _GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [23] - 11
MIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEE




12 Introduétion.

theabftractIdea of Motion diftinét from
the Body moving, and which is neither
Swift nor Slow, Curvilinear nor R eétili-
near ; and the like may be faid of

other abftract general Ideas whatfoever.
And there’s Grounds to think moft Men
will acknowledge themfelves to be in
my Cafe. The generality of Men which
are Simple and IHiterate never pretend
to abfirall Notions. It's faid  they
are difficale and not to be attain’d
without Pains and Study ; we may
thercfore reafonably conclude that, if
fuch there be, they are confin’d only

A0l Gl -]

-l
"

La) -

- -

-~

.

-

LY

to the Learned. .

§ 11. I proceed to examine what can

~ be alleg’d 1 defence of the Docrine of
Abftraction, and try if I can difcover
what 1t is that inclines the Men of Spe-
culation to embrace an Qpinion, fo re-
motc from common Senfe as that feems
tobe, Therehasbeena lateexcellentand
defervedly Efteem’d Philofopher, who,
no doubst, has given it very much Coun-

tenanceby feeming to think the having

abftract general Ideas is what puts the

wideft

.._. - -~ s -~ s R Lol
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 Introduttion. S 1 1

~ wideftdifference in pointof U&dﬁrﬂzand—
mwwm Man and Beaft. “ The ha-
“ ying of general Ideas (faith be) is that
£,WMCh puts a perfect diftincion be-
twixt Man and Brutes, and is an Ex-
“' cellency which the Faculies of Brutes
X do by no means attain unto. For 1t -
IS evident, we obfetve no Foot»ﬁeps
< in them of making ufe of general
S lgaa for umvcrfal Ideas; ft&m which

“ we have teafon to 1magme ehat thcy

‘or 1 as, {
i havc no ufe of Words or any other

“ general Signs. And a litile after.
“ Thcxcforc, I thuﬂt, we may &gppo&

: amd that proper diffcxemmma |
“ they gﬁ&wmﬂy feparated, and which
« a¢ laft widens to fo Wldc a Diftance,
“ For if they have any Ideas at all, and
% are not barc Machines (as: fome
“« wou'd have em) we cannot deny ’em
“ to have fome Reafon. It fecms-as e~
¢« yident to me that they do fome of .
“ ’cm n cartamlnﬁanccs Reafmasuﬁra;
Lo ;
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14 Introduttion.

“ they have Senfe, but it is only in par- {y
= thUlar Idcas, IUH'. as they recelve thf:m \ P]
“ from their Senfes. . They are the beft c
o of ’em tied up within thofe narrow ¢

“ Bounds, and have not (as I think)
“the Faculty to enlarge “em by any
“kind of Abfiraltion. Effay on Hum. s
Underff. B. 2. C. 11. § 10 and 135. 1 I
readily agree with this Learned Author, V
that the Faculties of Brutes can by no t]
means attain to Abfirallion. But then I
if this be made the diftinguithing pro-
perty of that fort of Amimals, I fear
a great many of thofe that pafs for Men
muft be reckon’d into their number,
The reafon that 1shere affign’d why we
have no Grounds to think Brutes have,
Abftraét general Ideas, is that we ob-
ferve in ’em no ufe of Words or any o-
ther general "Signs; which is built on
this Suppofition, ziz. that the making
ule of Words, 1mplys the having gene-
ral Ideas. From which it follows, that
Men who ufe Language arc able to Ab-
ftract or Generalize cheir Ideas. That
this 1s the Senfc and Arguing of the
Author will furthey appear by his an-
fwering
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16 | Introdﬂ&‘ion.

fider, whether it be Swift or Slow,
Perpendicular, Hornzontal or Oblique,
or inwhatever Object, the Axiom con-
cerning it holds equally true.  As does .
the other of every particular Extenfion,
it matters not whether Line, Surface
or Solid, whether of this or that Mag-
nitude or Figure, ©rc.

§ 12. By obferving how Ideas be-
come general, we may the better
judge how Words are made fo. And
here it is to be noted that I do not de-
ny abfolutely there are general Ideas,
but - only that there are any abfiraél
general Ideas : For m the Paflages we
have Quoted wherein there 1s mention
of gencral Ideas, it is always {uppofed
that they are formed by Abfiraélion, at-
ter the manner fet forth in Seét. VIII and

IX. Now if we will annex a meaning
to our Words, and fpeak only of what

we can conceive, 1 believe we fhall ac-
knowledge, thatan Idea, which confi-
der'd in it felf is particular, becomes
general, by being made to reprefent or

ftand for all other particular Ideas ﬁf
' » the
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-~ Introduttion. =
the fame fort. To make this plain by
an Example, fuppofc a Geometrician
is demonttrating the Method, of cu

ting a Line in two equal Pares. He

draws, for inftance, a Black Line of an
Inch in Length, this which in icfelf 1s a
particular Line is neverchelefs with re-
gard to1t’s fignification General, fince as
it 1s there ufed, it reprefents all particular
Lines whatfoever ; fo that what is de-

mo d of it, 1s demonftrated of all

General. And as that particular Line
becomes General, by being made a

Sign, fo the name Lize which taken
abfolutely is partic

fina e b o
s the g

15§31 ! : LA —dS 1 '_'- _. ner
owes its Generality, not to its being
the Sign of an abftract or general Line,
but of all ar right Lines that

| | its Generality from
the fame Caufe, namely, the various,
particular Lines which ic indifferently

d'cno@;f :

D S To
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18 Introduttion.

§ 13. To give the Reader a yet
clearer View of the Nature of abftrack
Wdeas. and the Ulcs they. are thought
neceffary to, I fhall add one more Paf-
{age out of the £ffay on Human Under-
flanding, which 1s as follows. * 4b-
“ firall Ideas arc not {o obvious or
“‘cafy to Children or the yet unexcreif-
cd Mind as particular ones. If they
fecem fo to grown Men “us only be-
caufc by conftant and familiar Ufe
they are made fo. For when we nice-
“ ly refleé upon them, we fhall find
¢ that general Ideas arc Fictions and
“ Contiivances of the Mind, shat carry
Dufficuley with them, and do notfo
cafily offer themfelves, as we are apt
to imagine. For Example, Docs 1tnot
 require fome Pains and Skill to fofm
« the gencral Idea of a Triangle (Which
« is yet none of the moft abftract com-
« prehenfive and difficult) for 1t muft
“ be neicher Oblique nor Rectangle,nei-
“ ther Equilateral, Equicrural,nor Sca-
“ lenon, but all and none of thefc at
“ onge. Ineffect it is fomething ifnper-

’ g -
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Introduttion. . 19

¢« p.@q ehat cannot exift, an Idea where-

yet «jn fome Parts of feveral diffcrent and
act “ jmconfiflent Ideas are put together :
ght “Tis true the Mind in this imperfect .
baf- “ State hasneed of fuchIdeas, and makei
der- “ allthe hafte to them it can for thecon

Ab- “ veniency of Communication and En-

£es © “largement of Knowledge, to bqt-h .
reif- “ which it is naturally very much in-
they « lin’d. But yet onc has rcafon to fu--
be- “ fpect fuch Jdeas are Marks of our Im-
lce-  (hew that the moft abftract and ge-
find | “ neral Tdeas are notthofe that the Mind
and “is frl and moft cafily acquainted
Ly “ ith, nor fuch as irs earlieft Know-

)t fo i ynverfant about. B.4.C. 7.
apt > - Man has the Faculty of
“not '

in his Mind fuch an Idea of a

sute him out of it, nor

hich

om- | o owd1goabout i, AllT defireis, that

nuft ‘_t_‘bcc_)‘ Reader wou'd fully and and cer-

e tainly inform himfelf \V-bit-ﬂl't:r hq has ._

5 fuchan Idea or no. And this, methinks, |
iy can be no hard Task for any onc to pets -
L5 form. What more cafy thanforanyone

fﬁ&; 5 SRR : 5 D 2 - to

= -
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20 Tntroduétion.

to look a litele into his own Thoughts,
and there try whether he has, or can at-
tain to have, an Idea that fhall corre-

fpond with the defcriprion that is here

given of the General Idea of a Triangle,

@ vhich s, neither Oblique nor Rellangle,

Equilateral, Equicrural nor Scalenon, but
all and none of thefe at once ?

.§ 14. Much is here faid of the Difhi-
culty that abftract Ideas carry with
them, and the Pains and Skill requufite
to the forming them. And it is on all

Hands agreed that there is need of great
Toil and Labour of the Mind, to Eman-

cipate our Thoughts from paticular Ob-
jects, and raife them to thofe Sublime
Speculations that are converfant about
abftract Idecas. From all which the na-
tural Confequence fhou’d feem to be,
that fo Difficult a thing as the forming
abftrac Ideas was notneceflary for Com-
munication, which is fo eafy and fami-
liar to all forts of Men. But we arc told
if they feem obvious and eafy to Grown
Men, ’Tis onky becaufe by conftant and fa-
miliar ufe they are made fo. Nowlwofufd

, ain

4
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fain know at what time it 1S, Men are
unp]gfy’d in furmounting that Difficul-

' ty, and furnifhing themfelves with thofe
neceflary helps for Difcourfe, It can-
not be when they are grown up, for then

1t feems they are not confCious of any
fuch Pains-taking; it remains therefore
to be the bufinefs of their Childhood.
And farely, the great and muleiply’d La«
bour of frammg abftract Notions will
1nd a harc Task for that tcnder
-%ﬁ s it not a hard thing to
that a couple of Chil can
together,of their Su gar-plumbs and Rat-
tles and the reft of their litdle Trinkets,
till they have fieflt’ _ogctlhm: num-
bcxlcik Incc framed

think them a whie

cedful for the Enlargement of
Knowlege than for Communication. Tt is 1
know a Point much infifted on, that all
Knowlege and Dcmonﬁranon are a-
bout umvcr{al Notions, to which I ful-

ly

4 ) o i 8 10 11 1=
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§ 16. But

22 Introduttion.
ly agree: But then it docs not appear
to me that thofc Notions are form’d by
Abfiraétion in the manner premifed, 'ij- £
verfality, {0 far asT can comprchend not g
confitting in the abfolute, pofitive Na- £
ture or Conception of any thing, byt X
in the relation 1t bears to the P'u:ticu- t
lars fignified or reprefented by it : By &
vertue =hercof it 1s that things,Names th]
or Nonons being in their own Nature 5
Particular are render’d Univerfal. Thus ?‘;
whenIdemonttratcanyPropofition con- W
cerning Triangles, it 1s to be fuppofed it
that T have in view the univerfal Idea [
of a Triangle; which ought®not to be 4
underftood as if I cou’d frame an Idea t\f
of a Triangle which was neither Equi- CT
lateral nor Scalenon, ¢ov. But only 1
that the particular Tnanglc I confs dcr ?0
{ whether of this or that {orc it matters :
not, does cqually ftand for and repre- 2
i fent all Rectilinear Triangles whatfo- :1
ever, and is In that fenfe Univerfal. All fn
which feems very Plain and not to ins h
il clude any Difficuley init. 5
i b
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Introduttion. 23
. § 16 But here ic will be demand.
ed, how we can know any Propofition
to be truc of all particular Triangles,

except we have firft feen it demonftrac-
cd of the abftract Idea of a Triangle

‘Which cqually agrees to all  For be-

caufe a Property may be demonftrated
10 agree to fome one particular Trian-
gle, 1c will not thence follow that it e-

if:bﬁh_‘

ftrated that the three Angles of an Ifo-
fceles, Rectangular Triangleare equal to

with

T1PDIC

two right Ones, I cannot therefore con-

ave neitheraright An-
al Sides. Iefe tﬁc[c.-
ertain this Propofition

crially true, we muft either make
a particular Demonttration for every
particular Triangle,which is impoffible,

6rencc forgﬂ dﬁl;ggnﬁra;%@o “ the ab-

ﬂm@- va of a Triangle, in which all the

ars do indifterently partake, and

‘ b)_r Wﬁ?éﬁ-.‘thcyfucall equally reprefent- -

) ) L
e ed.
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24 Introduétion. A

ed. -To which I anfwer, that tho’ the 1
Idea I have i view whilft T make the | fi
Demonftration be, for in{’cance, that of L
anIfofceles, Rectangular Triangle whofe

Sides arc of a determinate Lengeh, T §

may neverthelefs be certain it extends -
to all other Rectilinear Triangles, of tl
what Sort or Bignefs foever. And that, al
becaufe neither the right Angle, nor the o
equality, nor determinate Length of the a
Sides areat all concern’d 1n the Demon- fe
ftration. "Tis true, the Diagram I have in -
view 1ncludes all thefe Parciculars, bue -
then there’s not the leat mention made N
of ’em in the Proof of the Propofition. b
It 1s not faid the three Angles are equal al
to tworight Ones,becaufe oncof them is i
a right Angle, or becaufe the Sides com- -
prchending it are of the fame Length. W
Which fufficiently thews that che right th
Angle might have been Oblique, and N
the Sides unequal, and feor all that the ai
Demonftration have held good. And b
for this reafon it is, that I conclude thac A
to be true of any Obliquangular or n
Scalenon, which I'had demonftraced of P
a particular Right-angled, Equicrural al

Triangle

| zﬂ"fﬁ{ﬁ’fﬁ"f'i‘ﬁ‘7
16
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e, 3 jangle; and not becaufe I demon-
‘the tratec the Propofition of the abﬁ;m(&
1t of ' wﬂf a Triangle.
hofe s
h, 1 i; 2 § 17. Iewere an endlcfs,aswell asan
cnds ufelefs Thing, to trace the Scboolmen,
, of thofc great Mafters of abftraction, thrd
‘hat, allthe mamfold inextricable Labyrmths
* the of Error and Difpute, which their Do-
“the trine of abftract Natures and Notions
10n- | d’em 1nto. What B;ck.cr-
ade Mattcrs and What rmghty Advantagc has
ion. ﬂ been ﬁ:om thence dcnv’d t0 Mankmd
wal | 1 o
mis
m-
Fl e o
and X Men conﬁder m grcat Pa.ms, Induﬂ:ry
the ‘and Parts, that have for fo many Ages
\nd fhwn laid out on the Ctdéum!cn and
hag '} Advancement of the Sciences, and that
Or thftanding all ninsthefar greater
| of : Part of them remain full of Darknefs
iral

and Unceﬂmm:y, E:nd Difputes, that

arc

;ﬁﬁaé
ﬂ [
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2o Introdution.

are like never to have an end, and even
thofe that are thought to be. fupported
by the moft clear and cogent Demon-
ftrations, contain in them Paradoxes
which are perfelyirreconcilableto the
Undeiftandings of Men, and that taking
altogether, avery fmall Portionof them
does fupply any real Benecfit co Man-
kind, otherwife than by being an 1nno-
cent Diverfion and Amufement. 1 fay,
the Confideration of all this 1s apt te
throw them into a Defpondency, and
perfe¢t Contempt of all Study.: But
this may perhaps ceafe, upon a view of
the falfe Principles that have obtain’d
in the Wortld, amongift all which there
is none, methinks, hath a more: wide
and extended Sway over the Thoughts
of Speculative Men, than that we have
béen endeavouring to overchrow.

§ 18. I come now to confider the
Source of this prevailing Notion, and
that feems to me to be Language. And
furcly nothing of lefs extent than Rea-
fon it {cIf cou’d have been, the Source
of an Opinion fo univerfally rcccivi:i.

The

12 13 14
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Introduction. 27
of this-appears as from other
chggns, {o alfo from the plain Confef-
fion of the ableft Patrons of abftract
Ideas, who acknowlege that they are
made in order to naming, from which'
it 1s a clear: Confequence that if there

 had been no fuch thing as Speech ot
Univerfal Signs, there never had been
any thoughe of Abftraction. ife B.3
C.é¢6§ 39 amd_ elfewhere of the Efa
n H, Unde ﬁandmg But lct us

"havc contributed ¢

Miftake, Firft then,

every Name has, or ought to have, one
only pxcc;fc ali fct[.lcd f

T3 ﬁ-.;'-"

conﬁ:mgc thc true and only 1mmcdlatq
Sig mﬁcatm-"‘"', cach general  Name,
And that it 1s by the mediation of thefe
abftrac Ideas, that a general Name
comes to fignific any partzculax Thing
Whereas, in truth, th o fuchthing

s -

as one precifc aad chﬁmtc Signification
annexed to any general Name, they all
ﬁgmfymg m,dlﬁ"crcgt ly a g;car, numbc%
3% L2 _ or
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28 Introduétion.

of particular Ideas. All which doese-
vidently follow from what has been
already faid, and will clearly appear to
any one by a litcle Reflexion. To this,
1 doubt not, 1t will be objected that
every Name that has a Definition is
is thereby reftrain’d to one certain Sig-
nification. e. g. a Triangle is defin'd to
be a plain Surface comprebended by three
right Lines; by which that Name js ]i-
mited to denote one certain Idea and
no other.  To which I anfwer, that in
the Definition it 1s not faid whetherthe

Sutface be Great or Small, Black or
White, ¢v¢. nor whether the Sides are

Long or Short, Equal ot Unequal, noy
~ with what Angles they are inclin’d to
cach other, in all which there-may be
great variety, and confequently there is
no one fettled Idea which limits the
Signification of the word Zriangle. *Tis
one thing for to keep a Name conftant-
ly to the fame Definition, and another
to make 1t ftand every where for the
fame Idea, the one is neceflary, the 0- |
ther ufelefs and impracticable,

§ 19. But

- e bk ek AN SN PN PN L] i PN e
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Introduttion. . 29

&fﬂ- But to give a farthcr Awomz -\
_W Words came to produce the Do-

‘&rine of abﬂ:mﬂ: Ideas, it muft be ob-
ferv'd thac it’s a receiv’d Opinion, that
Language has no other End but the
commumcatmg our Ideas, and that
every - Name ftands for an I-
dea. This bemg fo, and it being with-
dl aeaam, that Namcs, which yet are
not thought alec i__'-r Inﬁgmﬁcam da

cd that thcy ﬁaﬁd ﬂ:raét Notlons. :

- That there are many Names n ufc a-

| m"“g“P“

at: uwhatm B Wllletcﬁx EE
ahtt wﬂ “difcover, tha:l it
s N0t (cvenin the ftricteft R ca-
gmﬁcam Names which ftand

‘ﬁ!t Ideas fhﬂud “every time they are
thcme in the Underftanding the I-
cas they are made to ftand for: In

| Rcadmg and Difcourfing Names being
' far the mu{’c part ufed asLetters arc in
Algebra,

———— T —————————————

B R Lt ol o e RN SEL Tt - -
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30 Lntroduttion.

Algebra,in which thé a particular quan- W
tity be mark’d by each Letter, yet to hs
PIOCC@d rlght 1t 1S not requiﬁte that 1n to
cvery ﬂle cach Letter fuggcﬁ to yout m
Thoughts, that particular quancicy i¢ 7
was appointed to ftand for. he

§ 20. Befides, the communicating of w
Ideas marked by Words is not the chief w
and only end of Language,asiscommons- ti¢
ly fuppos’d. There are other Ends, as the te
raifing of fome Paffion, the exciting to, or te
deterring from an Action, the putting th
‘the Mind in fome particular Difpofition; O
to which the former is in manv Cafes D
barely fubfervient, and fometimes jn- w
tirely omitted, when thefe can be ob- ly
tain'd without it, as I think does not fc
infrequently happen in the familiar If
ufe of Language. I intreat the Reader -
to reflect with himfelf] and fee if it does {a

not oft happen either in Hearing or &
Reading a Difcourfe, that the Paflions u
of Fear, Love, Hatred, Admuration, 0
Difdain, do¢. arife immediately in his n
W
th

Mind upon the perception of certain
Words, without any Ideas coming be-
tween,

‘IIII||||[|IJ|||IlII‘I|II|||Iili||I||I|I||Il|||I[I|l||||I|I||I|I||l||[]|||i|II|I‘IIII|I[H||I||||II|||I|||I|i!‘||II|I|I|‘I|II|I[ll|l||I||I|'I‘|'I|||l|i1 TI'I'I]’I'I'I'II'HITTI:I"I

cm 1 & 3 4 5 © 7 8 g 10 11 12 13 14 J15 1€ .Li

= , _GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [42] - 30
MNIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




cm 1

25

MIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

. m;of:ldcas, that

TTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK

'.,‘_,- ‘“f.‘ 3 rl

e

’iutroduﬁ‘zoﬂ 31

fwcgmﬁaﬁtﬁ indeed, the Words might

awve ocafion’d Ideas that were fite I
Wducc thofe Emotions ; but, if T
miftake not, it will be found that when
Language is once grown familiar, the
hearing of the Sounds or Sight of the
Characters is oft immediately attended
‘with thofe Paffions, which at firft were
‘wont to be produccd by the interven-
arc now quite omit-
> not, for Example, be afi-

Or is not tc bcmgthreatcn dhthh
Dangcr fufﬁcxc?t to cxatc a Dread th6

'Ifany one. ihall ]om ever fo htt E&*—

- flection of his own to what has been

faid, I believe it will evidenely appear
to hlm, that general Names ﬂ&bften

ufed in’the propriety of Langwge with-

. Speakers: defigning them for

| marks af Idcas m his own, which he

wou'd have ’em raife in the Mind of

: thc Hcarcr. Even proper Names them-

felves
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32 Introduttion.
fclves do not feem always fpoken, with
a defign to bring nto our view the I-
deas of thofe Ind1V1duals that are fup_. PC
pofed to be marked by them. For Fx- co
ample, when a Schoolman tells me by
Ariftotle bath (aid it, all 1 conceive he t0
means by it, 1s to difpofe me to em- Er
brace his Opinion with the Deference fa1
and Submiflion which Cuftom has an- to
nex’d to that Name. And this effe& wl
is oft fo inftantly produced in the Minds It
of thofe who are accuftom’d to refign cx
their Judgment to the Authority of that thi
Philofopher, as it is impofiible any Idea be
either of his Perfon, Writings, or Re- In
putation fhou’d go before. So clofe and m
immediate a Connexion may Cuftom th
eftablifh, betwixt the very word Ariftotle m
and the Motions of Affent and Reve- ftr
rence in the Minds of fome Men. In- ab
numerable Examples of this kind may St
be given, but why fhou'd 1 mfift on it
thofe things, which every one’s Experi- th
ence, will, I doubt not, plentifully e
fuggeft unto hum 2 S
1]
§ 21. We
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, with
el § - § 21. We have, I think, fhewn the Im-
e fup- poflibility of abftraét Ideas. We have
t Ex- confider’d what has been faid for them
s me by their ableft Patrons; and endecavor'd
ve he to fhew they arc of no Ufe for thofe
> em- Ends, to which they are thought necef-
rence fary. And laftly, we have traced them
1S an- to the Source from whence they flow,
effect which appears evidently to be Language.
Minds It cannot be deny’d that Words are of
refign excellent Ufe, in thae by their means all
f that that Stock of Knowlege which has
7 Idea been purchas'd by the joint Labours of
it Re- Inquifitive Men in all Ages and Nations,
¢ and may be drawn into the view and made
itom the pofleflion of onc fingle Perfon. Buc
iftotle moft parts of Knowlege have been fo
Reve- ftrangely perplex’d and darken’d by the
In- abufc of Words, and gencral ways of
may Speech wherein they are deliver'd, thatc.
ft on it may almoft be made a Queftion whe-
tperi- ther Language, has contributed more
ifully to the hindrance or advancement of the
Sciences, Since therefore Words are fo
apt to impofe on the Underftanding, I
F am
We |
e
em 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
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34 Intreduion:

am refolv’d in my Inquiries to make ag
little ufc of them as poflibly I can. What-
ever Ideas I confider, I fhall endeavour
to take them bare and naked inco my
View, keeping out of my Thoughes. fo
far. as I am able, thofc Names which
long and conftant Ufe hath fo ftncly
united with them ; from which I may

cxpect to derive the following Advan-

tages.

§ 22. Firft, I fhall be fure to get clear
of all Controverfics purely Verbal; the
fprinng up. of which weeds in al-
moft all the Sciences has been a main
Hindrance to the Growth of true and
found Knowlege. Secondly, this feems
to be a fure way to extricate my felf,
out of that fine and fubtile Net of ab-
firall Ideas, which has o miferably
perplex’d and entangled the Minds of
Men, and that with this peculiar Ci-
cumftance, that by how much the finer
and more curious was the Wit of any
Man, by fo much the deeper was he
like to be enfnar’d,and fafter held there-

11,
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- Introduttion. 33

€ as in. Thirdly, fo long as I confine my
‘hat- ‘Thoughts to my own Ideas divefted of
your Words, T do not fee how 1 can cafily

my be miftaken. The Objects] confider, I
s, fo clearly and adequately know. I cannot
‘hich - be deceiv'd in thinking I have an Idea
1¢tly which I have not. Iti1s not poflible for
may ime to imagine, that any of my own I-

lvan~ deas are alike or unlike,that are not tru-
ly fo. To difcern the Agreements or
Difagreements there are between my 1-

clear deas, to fee what Ideas are included in
s the any compound Idea, and what not,
1al- there i1s nothing more requifite, than an
main attentive Perception of what pafles in
~and | my own Underftanding.
cems | i :.._
{clf, § 23. But the attainment of all thefe
b 1 Advantages does prefuppofe anintire de- |
rably liverance from the Deceptionof Words,
s of -§ which I dare hardly promife my felf;
Cie- fo difficult a thing it is to diffolve anU-
finer nion fo early begun,and confirm’d by fo
-any " long a Habit asthat berwixt Words and
1s he Ideas.  Which Difficuley feems tohave
cre- been very much inereas’d by the Do«
11, ' Y3 &rine
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&rine of Abfiraélion. For fo long as Men
thought abftract Ideas were annexed to
their Words,it does not fecm ftrange that
they fhow'd ufe Words for Ideas: It be-
ing found an impracticable thing to lay
af;Edc the Word, and retain the abftra&
Idea in the Mind, which in 1t felf was
perfectly inconceivable: - This feems to
me the principal Caufe, why thofe Men
who have fo emphatically recommend-
ed to others, the laying afide all ufe of
Words 1 their Meditations, and Con-’
templatng their bare Ideas, have yet
fail’d to perform it themfelves. Of late
many have been very fenfible of the ab-
furd Opinions and infignificant Difputes,
which grow out of the abufe of Words.
And in order to remedy thefc Evils they
advife well, that we attend to the Ideas
fignified, and draw off our Attention,
from the Words which fignifie them,
But¢ how good foever this Advice may |,
be, they have given others, it 1s plain
they cou’d not have a due regard to it J
them(clves, fo long as they thoughe the
only immediate ufc of Words was to
fignific

0 =iy
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Int rodu&ion. 37
Men fignific Ideas, and that the immediate
ed o fignification of cvery general Name was
=that a determinate, abfiraél ldea.
[t be- .
o lay ~§ 24. But thefe being known to be
Rrack Miftakes, a Man may with greater Eafe
“Was prevent his being impos’d on by Words.
ns to - He that knows he has no other than
Men particular Ideas, will not puzzle him-
rend- {elf in vain to find out and conceive
fe of the abftraé Idea, anncxed to any
B Name. And he that knows Names
- yet do not always ftand for Ideas, will
F Jate {pare himfelf the labour of looking
kb for Ideas, where there arenone to be
utes, had. It were, therefore, to be with'd
ords. that every onec wowd ufe his utmoft
they Endeavors, to obtain a clear view of
(dast the Ideas he’d confider, feparating from
tion, them all that drefs and incumbrance of
hem, Words which fo much contribute to
may : blind the ]udgmcnt and divide the
>lain Attention. In vain do we extend our
‘0 it View into the Heavens, and pry into
t the ~ the Entrails of the Earth, 1n vain .do
s to we confult the Wrinngs of Learned
nific Men
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38 Introdulion.

Men, and trace the dark Foot-fteps of
Antiquity, we need only draw the Cur-
tain of Words, to behold the faireft
Tree of Knowlege,. whofe Fruit js ex-
cellent, and within the reach of oy
Hand. ' i

B AY e N

§ 25. Unlefs we take care to cleat
the firt Principles of Knowlege, from
the embarras and_ delufion of Words,
we may make infinite Reafonings upon
them to no purpofe; we may draw Con-
fequences from Confequences, and be
never the Wifer. The farcher we go we
fhall only lofe our felves the more irre-
coverably, and be the deeper entangled
in Difficulties and Miftakes. Whoever
therefore defigns to Read the follow-
ing Sheets, I do Intreat him that he
wou'd make my Words the Occafion of
his own Thinking, and endeavour to
atcain-the fame Train of Thoughts in |
Reading, that I had in Writing them, |
By this means, 1t will be eafy for him |
to difcover the Truch or Falfity of what
Ifay. He will be out of all danger

of
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46 Of the Principles  Part L.

which, perhaps, I never perceivd by
Senfe fo divided. Thus T imagine the

Trunk of a Human Body without the
Limbs, or conceive the Smell of ; Rofe
without thinking on the Rofe it fclf So
far I will not deny I can Abftra&, if
that may properly be called 4bffradtion,

2

0 rd 8D N

{eparately fuch Objes, as it is poffible
m':liy really exift or be actually percei-

ved afunder.  But my conceiving or
imagining Power does not extend be-
yond the poffibility of real Exiftence or
Perception. Hence as it isimpoflible,
for me to Sec or Fecl any Thing with-
out an actual Senfation of that Thing,

fo 1s it impoflible for me to conceive in

my Thoughts any fenfible Thing or Ob-
jeét diftinét from the Senfation or Per-
ception of it.  In truth the Obje¢t and

the Senfation are the fame thing, and
cannot thercfore be Abftracted from
cachr other. '

Lo oW S8 - 0

§ 6. Some Truths therearefonear and
obvious to the mind that a Man need
only open his Eyes to fec ’em, Such I

: take
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48 Of the Principles Part L

§ 5. From what has been faid, "tis -
' vident, there is not any other Subftance

than Spirit Ot thae which pereeves. Bug
for the fuller Demonitration of chis
Point, let it be confiderd, the fenfi-
ble Qualities aze Colour, Figuce, Mo-
tion, Smell, Tafte, ©e. 7 e the Ideas
perceiy’d by Senfe. Now for an Idca
to Exift in an unperceiving Thing isa
manifeft Contsadiétion, for to have an
Idea is all one as to perceive; that there-
fore wherein Cglhou.r, Figure, @’flEx‘-
i rceive them s Hence tis clear
ﬁggﬁu%a%mgc %3;@5 l;nr%;n ing. Subftance
or Subftratum of thofc Idcas. i

8. Butfayyou, thothe Ideas thems
_felges do not Ygxi& without the Mind,
yet there may be Things like them
whercof they are Copics or Refem-
blances, which Things Exift withoue
the Mind, inan unthinking -Sgbftagp;,
L anfwer an Idea can be like noching
but an Ideca, a Colour, or Figure, can
be like nothing but another Colour or

Figure. 1f welookbutnever fo liecle nto
' our

o
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Part 1. of Human Knowlege. 4__.9

our Thoughts, we fhall find it impofii-
ble for us to conceive a Likenefs excepe
only between our Ideas. Agaimn, I ask
whether thofe fuppos’d Originals or Ex-
ternal Things, of which our Ideas are
the PiGures or Reprefentations, be
themfelves Perceivable or no? If they
are, then they are Ideas and we have
gain'd our Point; but if you fay they
are not, I appeal to any one whether it
be Senfe, to affere a Colour 1slike fome-
thing which is invifible; Hard or Soft,
like fomething which is Intangible, and
fo of the reft.

§ 9. Some there are who make a di-
ftinétion betwixt Primary and Secondary
Qualities : By the former, they mean

_ Extenfion, Figure, Motion, Reft, Soli-

dity or Impencerability and Number
By the latter they denote all ocher Sen-
fible Qualitics as Colours, Sounds,
Taftes, ¢c. the Ideas we have of thefe
they acknowlege not to be the Refem-

blances, of any thing exifting without

the Mind or unpercerv’d, but they will

have our Ideas of the Primary Qualities
to

3 4 5 6 7 8 3
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50 Of the Principles  Part E
to bePatterns or Images of chings which
exift without the Mind, in an unthink-

ing Subftance which they call Matter, . N
By Matter, therctore, we are to under- C
ftand an Inert, Seufclefs Subﬁancc, n N
which Extenfion, Figure, Motion, ¢o. th
do acétwally {ubfift, Buc 1t 15 evident Si
from what we haye already fhewn, thag ¢ th
Extenfion, Figure and Notion are only th
Idcas exifting in the Mind, and that an o«
Idea can be like nothing but another | M
Idea. and chat confequently neither N
They nor their Archetypes can Exift in T
an unperceiving Subftance.. Hence it ye
is plain, that the very Notion of what th
is called Matter or Corporeal Subflance, £
involves a Contradiction init. Infomuch i
that I fhou’d not think it neceflary to o
{pend more ume in expofing it’s Abfur- fc
dity. But becaufe the Tenent of the B
Exaftence of Matter {eems to have taken W
fo deep a Root in the Minds of Philo- g
fophers, and draws after it {o many il | 1y
Confequences, 1 chufe rather to be ' {c
thought Prolix and Tedious, than omit . fe
any thing that might conduce to the e
tull Difcovery and Extirpation of that a
Prejudice. § 10. They 3
'Y
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nk- §' 10. They who affert that Figure,
tter. Motion, and the reft of the Primary or
ler- Original Qualities do Exift without the
, 1N Mind, in unthinking Subftances, do at
L. the fame timeacknowlege thatColours,
lent Sounds, Heat, Cold, ¢o¢. do not, which
thac they tell us arc Senfations exifting 1n
»nly the Mind alone, that depend on and are
tan occafion’d by the different Size, Texrure,
ther Motion, @e¢. of the minute Particles of
ther Matter.This they take for an undoubted
(t in Truth, which they can demonftrate be-
€ it yond all Exception. Now 1f itbe certain,
vhat that thofe Original Qualities are infepa-
e, rably united with the otheffenfible Qua-
wich lities, and not, evenin Thought,capable
7 1o of being Abftracted from them, itplainly
fur- follows thatthey Exift only in the Mind.
“the But I defire any one to refle¢t and try,
aken whether he can by any Abftraction of
1119- Thought, conceive the Excenfion and |.
y il Motion of 2 Body, without all other f Y

be | fenfible Qualities. * For myown pave, If
ymie - fee evidently that 1t is not in my power

the to frame an Idea of a2 Body Extended
that and Moving, but I muft withal give it
Chey _ H 2 fome

L
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52 Of the Principles Part L.

fome Colour or other fenfible Quality
which 1s acklrlo{vlt]flcg’dEto Egiﬂ only in
the Mind. In fhort, Extenfion, Figure,
and Motion, abftracted from aﬁu o-
ther Qualitics, are inconceivable. Where
thercfore the other fenfible Qualities
are, there muft thefc be alfo, 7. e. in the
Mind and no where elfe.

§ 11. Again, Great and _.S‘M_m”, Swz'ft
and Slow, are allow’d to Exift no where
without the Mind, being intirely rela-
tive and changing as the Frame or Po-
fition of the Organs of Senfe varics. The
Extenfion therefore which Exifts without
the Mind, is neither Great nor Small, the
Motion, neither Swift nor Slow, that s,
they are nothing at all. But fay you they
are Extenfion in General, and Motion
in General : Thus we {ece how much the
Tenent of extended, moveable Subftan-
ces Exifting without the Mind depends
on that ftrange Doérine of Abftrall I-
deas. And here 1 can’t but remark,
how nearly the Vague and indetermi-
nate Defcription -of Matter or Corpo-
real Subftance which the Modern Phi-
| lofophers

.
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lity lofophers are run into by their own ‘
" in ~ Puneiples,refembles that antiquated and
ure, fo much ridicul’d Notion of Materia Pri-
. ma, 10 be met with in Ariflotle and his
b Followers. Without Extenfion Solidi- ’
ities ty cannot be concev'd ; fince therefore
the | 1t has been thewn that Extenfion Exifts a
, not in an unthinking Subftance, the f
fame mutft alfo be true of Solidity., i
l

ywift | |
here § 12. That Number 1s ntrely the |
cla- Creature of the Mind, even thd the o- 1l
Poe ther Qualitics be allow’d to Exift with- 1
The out, will be evident to whoever cone BE
10Ut ‘ fiders, that the fame thing bears a dif-
l,the ferent Denomunation of Number, as
It is, the Mind viewsicwith different refpecs,
they Thus, the fame Extenfion is One or
tion Three or Thirty Six, according as the
ythe | Mind confiders it with reference to a
fan- 14 Yard, a Foot, or an Inch. Number
ends is fo vifibly relative, and dependent on
¥ k- Mens Underftanding, that it is {trange
ark, to think how any one fhow'd give it an
“mi- abfolute Exiftence without the Mind.
rpo- We fay one Book, one Page, one Line,
Phi- ¢oc. all thefe are equally Unites, ‘thod
hers ¥ | fome
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fome containfeveral of the others.Andin al
cach Inftance ’tis plain, the Unite relates ! , o
‘tofomeparticular Combinationof Ideas it
arbicrarily put together by the Mind. | f('

§ 13. Unity Iknow fome will have i
to be a fimple or uncompounded Idea, dl
accompanying all other Ideas into the | &
Mind. That I have any fuch Idea an- e
{wering the Word Uzity, I do not find, | >
and if I had, methinks, I cou’d not | 3
mifs finding 1t,0n the contrary it fhou'd % f
be the moft familiar to my Underftand- ki .
ing fince if is faid to accompany all o- | M
ther Ideas, and to be perceivd by all B n
the ways of Senfation and Reflexion, | b
To fay no mote it is an abftrait Idea. | (S)

§ 14. I fhall farcher add, that afeer 2
the fame manner, as modern Philofo- ' n
phers prove Colours, Taftes, &r. to ¢
have no Exiftence in Matter, or with- S
out the Mind, the fame thing may be ¢ fl
likewife prov’d of all other fenfible Qua- #
lities whatfoever. 'Thus, for Inftance,
it 1s faid chac Heat and Cold, are Af- ,
fections only of the Mind, and not 'tl:i | t

all |
- ’
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i ‘ all Pacterns of real Beings, exifting in
ek . the Corporcal Subftances which excite
R them, for that the fame Body which ap-
pears Cold to one Hand, feems Warm
0 another. Now why may we not as
o well argue that Figure and Extenfion,
i arc not Patterns or Refemblances of
e Qualities exifting in Matter, becaufe to
I - thefame Eyeat different Stacions,or Eyes
d, of a different Texture at the fame Sta-
o tion, they appear various, and cannot
rd _ thercfore be the Imgges of any thing
s fettled and determinate - without  the
o5 Mind 2 agamn, "T1s prov'd that - Sweet-
Al : nefs 1s not really in the Sapid: Thing,
o~y becaufe the thing remaining unalcer’d the
Sweetnefsis changed into Bitter,as in cafe
of a Fever orotherwifc vitiated Palate.Is
i it not as reafonable to fay,that Motionis |
- not without the Mind, fince if the Suc-
0 ceffion of Ideas in the Mind become
e Swifter, the Motion, it is acknowledg’d,
be : fhall appear Slower without any cxter-
. nal Alceration. |
ce
bR § 15. In fhort, let any one confider
5 | thofc Arguments, Which are thought
all | manifeftly
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56 Of the Principles Part L

’ manifeftly to prove that Colours, Taftes,

¢¢. Exift only in the Mind, and he fhall
find they may with. cqual force, be
brought to prove the {ame thing of Ex-
tenfion, Figure, and Moton. Thé it
muft be confefs’d this method of Argu-
ing does not fo much prove _that there
is no Extenfion, Colour, ¢¢. 1n an out-
ward Object, as that we do not know
by Senfe which is the true Extenfion or
Colour of the Obje&t. But the Argu-
ments foregoing plainly fhew it to be
impoflible that any Colour or Extenfi-
on at all,or other fenfible Quality what-
focver, thow’d Exit n an unthinking
Subject without the Mind, or in truth,

that there fhou’d be any fuch thing as

an outward Object.

16. But let us examine a little the
teceiv'd Opinion : It is faid Estenfion
is 2 mode or accident of Matter, and
that Matcer is the Subftratum that fup-
ports it. Now I defire that you wou'd
explain to me what is meant by Mat-
wer’s fupporting Extenfion: Say you, I
have no Ideca of Matter and thercfore

cannoc -
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Part 1. of Human Kﬂbw!ege. 57

cannot explain 1t. T anfwer, tho you
have no pofitive, yet if you have any
meaning at all, you muft at leaft have
a Rclative Idea of Mateer ; tho you
know not what it is, yét you muft be
fuppofed to know what Relation 1t
bears to Accidents, and what is meant
by its fupporting them. ’Tis evident
Support cannot here be taken in its u-
fual or literal Senfc, as when we fay
that Pillars fupport a Building ; in what
Senfe therefore muft it be taken ? For
my part I am not able to difcover any
Senfe at all that can be applicable to 1.

§ 17. If we inquire nto what the
moft accurate Philofophers declare i
themfclves to mean by Material Sub- R
fance ; we fhall find them acknowlege, B
they have no other meaning anncxed to
thofe Sounds, but the Idca of Bemng mn
general, together with the Relative No-
tion of its fupporting Accidents. The
general Idea of Being appeareth to me
the moft abftract and incomprehenfible
of all other, and as for its fupporting

Accidents, this, aswe have juft now ob-
' ferv’d

LA A A A A
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58 Of the Principles Part 1.
ferv’d, cannot beunderftood in the com-
mon Senfe of thofe Words, 1t muft
therefore be taken in fome other Senfe,
buc what that 1s they do not explain.
So that when 1 confider the two Parts
or Branches which make the {ignificati-
on of the Words Material Subflance, 1
am convineed there is no diftinét mean-
ing annext to them. But why fhou'd
we trouble our felves any farther, 1n
difcufling this Material Subfiratum or
Support of Figure and Motion, &v.
does 1t not fuppofc they have an Ex-
iftence without the Mind ? And 1s not
this a dire&t Repugnancy and altoge-
ther Inconceivable ?

§ 18. But tho it were poflible that
folid, Figur’d moveable Subftances may
Exift without the Mind, correfponding
to the Ideas we have of Bodics, yet how
1s it poflible for us to know this ? Ei-
ther we muft know it by Senfe or by
Reafon. As for our Senfes, by them
we have the Knowlege only of our Sen-
fations, Ideas, or thofc things that are
immediately perceiv’d by Senfe,call ’Ic]rn

| what
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what you will : But they do not inform
us thatthings Exift without the Mind,
or unperceiv'd, like to thofe which are
percervd. This the Materialifts them-
felves acknowlege. * It remains there-
fore that if we have any Knowlege at
all of External Things, it muft be by
Reafon, inferring their Exiftence from
what is immediately perceiv’d by Senfe.
But I do not fee what reafon can in-
duce us to believe the Exiftence of Bo-
dies without the Mind, from what we
perceive, {ince the very Patrons of Mat-
ter themfelves do not pretend, there 1s
any neceffary Connexion betwixt them
and our Ideas. I fay it is granted on
all Hands (and what happens in
Drcams, Frenzys and the like puts 1t be-
yond difpute) that it is poffible we
might be affected with all the Ideas we
have now, thd there were no Bodies
Exifting without refembling them.
Hence it is evident the Suppofition of
External Bodies is not neceflary for the
producing our Ideas: Since 1t 1s grant-
ed they arc produced fometimes, and
might. poflibly be produced always in

12 thc‘_
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the fame Order, We fce them 1n atpre-
{ent, without their Concurrence.

§ 19. Bur, tho we mighe poffibly
have all our Senfations without them,
yet perhaps 1t may be thought eafier to
conceive and explain the manner of
‘their Production, by fuppofing External
Bodies in their likenefs rather than o-
therwife, and fo it might be at lecaft !
probable thereare fuch things as Bodies |
that excite their Ideas in our Minds. But !
neither can this be faid, for tho we give
the Materialifts their External Bodies,
they by their one confcflion are never
the nearer knowing how our Ideas are
produced : Since they own themfelves
unable to comprehend 1n what manner
Body can act upon Spirit, or how it is
poflible itfhou’d imprint any Idea in the
Mind. Hence 1t 1s evident the Producti-
on of Ideas or Senfations in our Minds,
can be no reafon why we fhou’dfuppofe
Matter or Corporeal Subftances, fince
thatisacknowleg'd to remain equally in-
cxplicable with, or without this Suppo-
fivon. If therefore it were poffible for
Bodies

- . — B s T T, e | | —
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pre- Bodies to Exift without the Mind, yet
- to hold they do fo, muft needs be a ve-
| ty precarious Opinion; fince 1t 1S to fup-

Gbly pofe, without any reafon at all, that
em, God has Created: innumerable Beings -
b o that are ntirely ufelefs, and ferve to no
r of manner of purpofe.

ook v ) :
2 o- § 20. In fhort, tho there were Exter-
leaft nal Bodies, ’tis impoflible we thow’d e-
)dies ver come to know it ; and if there were
But not, we fhou’d have the very fame Rea-
give {fons to think there were that we have
dics, now. Suppofe, what no one can deny
S poffible, an' Intelligence to be affected
. are with the fame train of Senfations or I-
elves deas that you are,imprinced in the fame
nner orderand withlike vividnefs in his Mind.
S I ask whether that Intelligence hath not
el all the Reafon to believe the Exiftence
1t -of Corporeal Subftances, reprefented by
inds, hisIdeas,and exciting them in his Mind,
pofe : that you can poflibly have for believing
ince _ the fame thing ¢ Of chis there can be
y in- | no Queftion, which one Confideration
PpO- were enough to make any reafonable
. for Perfon,{ufpect the ftrength of whatever
idies Arguments

I]"I|I|||
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62 Of the Principles Part 1. :
Argumentshe may think himfelf to have,

for the Exiftence of Bodies without the
Mind.

21. Where it neceffary to add any
farther Proof againft the Exiftence of
Matter,after what has been faid, I cou’d
inftance feveral of thofe Errours and
Difficulties (not to mention Impieties)
which have fprung from that Tenent,
It has occafion’d numberlefs Contro-
verfies and Difputes in Philofophy, and
not a few of far greater moment in Re-
ligion. But I fhall not enter into the
detail of them in this Place, as well be-
caufe I think, Arguments @ Pofleriori are
unncceflary for confirming what has
been, if I miftake not, fufficiently de-
montftrated @ Priori, as becaufe T fhall
hereafter find occafion to {peak fome-
what of them. |

[ S S S i 1

R S it b i e e b s e b v oema smd & -

§ 22. Iam affraid I have given caufe |
to think, I am ncedlefly Prolix in hand-
ling this Subje&. For to what purpofe
1s 1t to dilate on that which may be
demontftrated with the utmoft Evidence
n
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3 & Part L of Human Knowlege. 63
we, in a Line or Two, to any one that’s ca-
the pable of the leaft Reflexion ? It is buc

looking 1nto your own Thoughts, and
fo trying whether you can conceive it

Ky poflible for a Sound, or Figure, or Mo-
iof tion, or Colour to Exift without the
Wd Mind, or Unpercciv’d. This eafy Try-
e al may perhaps make you fee,that what
es) you contend for, 1s a downright Con-
Ene. tradi¢tion. Infomuch that I am con-
e tent to put the whole upon this Iffue g
gl if you can but conceive it poflible for
Re- onc Extended, moveable Subftance, or
the in general,for any one Idea or any thing
Bes like an Idea to Exift otherwife thanin a
e Mind perceiving it, I fhall readily give
his & up the Caufe : And as_‘ﬁar all that cozz-
i : pages of External Bodies you contend i
all | for, I fhall grant you its Exiftence, thé
it | you cannot either give me any Reafon
why you believe it Exifts, or aflign any
1 ufe to 1t when 1t 1s .fuppofcd to Exift. I
il | fay, the bare poflibility of your Opini-
i ons being true, fhall pafs for an Argu-
o ment thag it 1s {o.
be '
nce

in § 23. Bllt
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64 - Of the Principles  Part 1.

§ 23. But fay you, furely therc’s no-
thing eafier than for meto mmagine Trees,
for Inftance, 1n a Park, or Books Exift-
ing in a Clofet, and no Body by to per-
ceive them. I anfwer you may fo, there
is no difficulty 1 it :  But what is all
this, I'befeech you, more than framing
in your Mind certain Ideas which you
call Books and Trees, and at the fame
time omicting to frame the Idea of a-
ny one that may perceive them ? But
do not you your felf Perceive or Think
of them all the while ? ‘This therefore
is nothing to the purpofc : It only fhews
you have the power of Imagining or
Forming Ideas in your Mind ; but it
does not thew that you can conceive it
poffible; the Objects of your Thought
mayExift without theMind ; to make out
this, itis neceflary that you conceive them
Exifting unconceiv’d or unthought of]
which 1s a manifeft Repugnancy.When
we do our utmoft to conceive the Ex-
iftence of External Bodies, we are all
the while only Contemplating our own
‘Tdeas. But the Mind taking no norxccf

: 0
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. of it felf, is deluded to thi_nk 1t can and
s no- doesconceive Bodics Exiftingunthoughe
e of or without the Mind; thoat the fame
xifte B time-they are apprehended by or Exift
yper~ | in it felf.” A lictle Attention will difco-
there ver to any one the Truth and Evidence
is all | of what is here faid, and make 1t un-
ming neceffary to nfift on any other Proofs a-
Lyou gainft the Exiftence of Material Sub-
fame ! ftance. :
)fB a; - § 24. Cou’d Men but forbear to a-
[‘hi:k i mufe themfelves withWords, we fhou’d
cdove B I believe, foon comc to an Agreement
hews in this Point. It 18 very obvious upon
g or | ‘theleaft inquiry into our own Thoughts,
ut ic to know whcdmﬁbefaeﬂiblcfar us to
e i underftand what is meant, by the abfo-
lvcﬁt  Jute Exiflence of [enfible Objells in them-
?ﬁuﬁ | felves, or without the Mind. To me tis
them evident thofe Words mark out cither a
it of direct Contradiétion, or elfe nothing at
Vhen B all. ~ And to convince others of this, I
; | know no readier ot fairer way, than to
intreat they wow'd calmly attend to their
“own Thoughts : And if by this Atten-

- : s e ; C Of
lOtICf‘f: | tion, the Emptinefs c;(r Repugnantiofc
0 < :
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66 Of the ‘ﬁrinczplef Part L.

thofc Expreflions does appear, {urely no-
thing more 1s requifice for their Con-
viction. ~Tis on this therefore that I
infit, 2:z. that the abfoluce Exiftence
of unthinking Things arc Words with-
out a Meaning, or which include a Con-
tradition. This 1s what I repeat and
inculcate, and earneftly recommend to
the attentive Thoughts of the Reader.

§ 25. All our Ideas, Senfations, Noti-
ons or the things which we perceive by
whatfoever Names they may be diftin-
guih’d, are vifibly Inactive, there is no-
thing of Power or Agency included in
them. So that one Idca or Objeét of
Thought cannot Produce, or make any

Alteration in another. To be fatisfied of

‘the Truth of this, there is nothingelfe re-

quifite butabare Obfcrvation of our Ide-
as. For fince they and every part of them
Exift only in the Mind, it follows that
there 1s nothing in them but what is
Perceiv’d : But whoever fhall attend to
his Ideas, whether of Senfe or Reflexi-
on, will not percerve in them any Pow-
cr or Acuvity, there 1s, therefore, no

{uch
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7 no- ‘ fuch thing contained in them. A liccle
Oon & Actention will difcover to us that the
ACER very Being of an Idea impliCS Paﬁivc-
ence nefs and Inertnefs in it, infomuch that
vith- it 1s impofiible for an Idea to do any
Con- thing, or, ftrictly fpeaking, to be the
sand 4§ Caufe of any thing : Neither can it be
dto | the Refemblance or Pattern of any |
der. active Being, as 18 cvident from Seét. ' |
. VIII. Whence it plainly follows thac |
Noti- Extenfion, Figure and Motion, cannot !
eby | be the Caufe of our Senfations. To ‘
itin- fay, therefore, that thefe are the effects |
s no- of Powers refulting from the Configu- |
od in ration, Number, Motion, Size, ©c.
¢t of of Corpufcles muft certainly be falfe. |
> an S i AR PR ' |
ed oyf §"26. We perceive a continual Suc- j
€ re- ceflion of Ideas, fome are anew Excited, |
cIde- " others are Changed or totally Difappear. ]
them There is therefore fome Caufe of thefe |
that Ideas whereon they depend, and which |
at is produces and changes them. That this {
d to Caufe cannot be any Quality or Idea or
Aexi- "' Combination of Ideas, 1s clear from the
Pow- preceding Seion. It muft therefore be
, 1O | a Subftance, but it has been fhewn that
fuch K 2 there

I]‘I|I|||
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68  Of he ‘Principlé: Part 1.

there is no Corporeal or Material Sub-
ftance : It remains therefore that the

Caufcof Ideas is an Incorporeal, acive

Subftance or Spirit.

§ 27. A Spirit is one Simple, Undi-
vided, active Being, as 1t perceives. I-
deas, it is called the Underflanding, and
as 1t produces or otherwife operatcs a-
bout them, it is called the Wi/l: Hence

there can be no Idea formed of a Soul

or Spirit : For all Ideas whatever, be-
ing Paflive and Inert, wid. Seil. XXV,
they cannot reprefent unto us,
of Image or Likenefs, that which Ads.
A little Attention will make 1c plain to
any one, that to have an Idca which

* fhall be like that a&ive Principle of Mo-

tion and Change of Ideas, is abfolutely

rit or-that which Acts, that 1t cannot
be of it felf Perceived, but only by the
Effects which it produceth. If any Man

fhall doubt of the Truth of what 1s here
delivered, let him buc reflect and ey if -

he can frame the Idea of any Power or
active Being ; and whether he has Idcafs_,
0

o 7 8 g 1 11 1 14
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ent unto us, by way

 impoffible. Such is the Nature of"Spi-
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Part L of Human Knowlege. + 69
of two Principal [Powers, mark’d by

C the the Names Will and Underflanding, di-

Qive ftiné from cach other as well as from
a third Idea of Subftance or Bemng

; in general, with a relative Notion of

Indi- its fupporting ot being the Subject of
=i 3 the aforefaid Powers, which is fignified
4nd by the Name Soul ot Spirit. 'This is
t)cs a- what fome hold ; b!.;lt {o far asI can
Ience fee, the Words Will, Underfianding,
Sonl 8§ Mind, Soul, Spirit, do not f{tand for

o
?

different Ideas, or in truth, for any I-
KXV dea at 2_111, but for Something Which
"way is vety different from Idcas, and which
Ags B being an Agent cannot be like wunto,
into or reprefented by, any Idea whatfo-
vhich | ever, S Y et
ﬁi\t/gl)- T § 28..1find I can ExciteIdcas in my
g P‘}: . 2 Mind at pleafure, and vary and ’ﬂnﬁ the
:‘Lnnot ) Scene as oft as I think fi. “Tis no
ythe more than Willing, and ftraightway this
‘Man B or that Idca arifes in my Faney : And
s here by the fame Power ic 1s obliterated,
try if and makes way for another. This mak-
ret o ing and unmaking of Ideas doth very
Idcas properly denominate the Mind Active.
of Thus
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70 ¢ Of the Principles  Part I,

Thus much is certain, and grounded on
Experience : But when we talk of un-
thinking Agents, or of exciting Ideas ex-
clufive of Volition, we only amufe our
{elves with Words.

PO LA O e

§ 29. But whatever Power I may b
have over my own Thoughts, I find the 9
Ideas actually perceiv’d by Senfe have p
not a like Dependence on. my Will &
When in broad Day-light I open my
Eyes, 'tis not in my Power to chufe
whether I fhall See or no, or to deter-
mine what particular Objects fhall pre- 1
fent themfelves to my View ; And fo |
likewife as to the Hearing and other I.
Senfcs, the Ideas imprinted on them are |
not Creatures of my Will. There is
therefore fome other Will or Spirit _that
produces them.

iy LR B P

- § 30. The Ideas of Senfe ar¢ more
ftrong, lively and diftin¢t than thofe of |
the Imagination, they have likewifc a 4
Steddinefs, Order and Coherence, and
are not cxcited ac Random,* as ‘thofe
which are the effeés of Human Wills

often. '}
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s | often are, but ina regular Train of ;
e B Series, the admirable Connexion where- P
e | of fufficiently teftifies the Wifdom and i
o l Benevolence of its Author. Now the ‘.
l fee Rules or eftablifh’d Methods, where-
mn the Mind we depend on excites in |
iy usthe Ideasof Senfe, are called the Zaws |
" of Nature : And thefe we learn by Ex- |
Vo perience, which teaches usthat fuch and |
i - luch Ideas are attended with fuch and i
oy fuch other Ideas, in the ordinary courfe }-
e | Of Thlngs: : | !
Zg_ § 31. This gives us a fort of Fore- |
& - fight, which enables us to regulate our |
er Actions for the benefit of Life. And
T | without this we fhou’d be eternally at 5
- _ a lofs, we cow’d not know how to act |1
B any thing that might procure us the ,
leaft Pleafure, or remove the leaft Pain -
of Senfe. That Food Nourifhes, Sleep |
Ve Refrefhes, and Fire Warms us ; that to R
of Sow in the Seed-time is the way to |
4 / Reap in the Harveft, and, in general, |
d | that to obtain fuch or fuch Ends, fuch : |
i or fuch Means are conducive, all this 41
lls we know, not by difcovering any ne- |
n ~ ceflary {
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74 Of the Principles Part L. 2

nother and more Powerful Spirit : yet
ftill chey are Ideas, and cerrainly no I
dea, whether Faint or Strong, can Exift
otherwifc than mn a Mind perceiving 1t

§ 34. Before we proceed any far-
ther, it is neceflary we {pend fome Time
in Anfwering Objections which may
probably be made againft the Princi-
ples we have hitherto laid down. In
doing of which, if I fcecm too Prolix to
thofe of quick Apprchenfions, I. defire

1 may be excufed, fince all Men do
not equally apprehend things of this
Nature ; and I am willing to be under-
ftood by every one. Firft, then, it will
be objected that by the foregoing Prin-
ciples, all that is real and fubftantial in
Nature is banifh’d out of the World :

And inftead thereof a ChimericalScheme

of Ideas takes place. All things that
_ Exift, Exift only in the Mind, that is,
 they arc purcly Notional. What there-
fore becomes of the Sun, Moon and
Stars ? What muft we chink of Houfes,
Rivers, Mountains, Trees, Stones ; nay,
even of our own Bodies ? Are all tlg:fq
ut
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—

ter or Corporeal Subftance. And in
doing of this, there is no Damage done
to the reft of Mankind, who, I dare fay,
will never mifs it. The Acheift, indeed,
Wlll want the Colour Of an empty
Name to fupport his Impiety ; and the

- Philofophers may poffibly find, they

have loft a great Handle for Trifling
and Difputation. - But that’s all the
Harm that I can fec done,

§ 36. If any Man thinks we detract
from the Exiftence or Reality of things,
he 1s very far from Underftanding what
has been premis’d in the plaineft Terms
I cou’d think of. Take here an Ab.
ftract of what has been faid. There
are Spiritual Subftances, Minds or Hu-
man Souls which will or excite Ideas
in themfelves at pleafure : but thefeare
faint, weak, and unfteady in refpect of
othersthey perceive by Senfe, which be-
ing imprefs’'d upon them according to
certain Rules or Laws of Nature, {peak

- themfelves the effeéts of a Mind more

powetful and wifc than Human Spirits.
Thefe latter are faid to have more Re:
| ality
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78 Of the Principles Part 1.
ties without the Mind : then, indeed, I
acknowlege that we take it away, if

~ one may be faid to take away that
which never had any Exifteace, not e=
ven in the Imagination.

§ 38. But afterall, fay you, itfourds
very harfh to fay we Eat and Drink I-
deas, and are Cloathed with Ideas. I
acknowlege it does fo, the word Idea
not being ufed in common Difcourfe
to fignifie the feveral Combinations of
fenfible Qualities, which are called
Things : and it is certain that any Ex-
prc'ﬂfon which varies from the familiar

Ufe of Language will feem hatfh and
ridiculous. But this does not concern
the Truth of the Propofition, which in
other Words 1s no more than this, »#z.
we are Fed and Cloathed with thofe
Things which we perceive immediately _f
by our Senfes. The Hardnefs or Soft- i
- nefs, the Colour, Tafte, Warmth, Fi-
gure, ¢o¢. which combin’d together
conftitute the feveral forts of Victuals
and Apparel, have been fhewn to Exift
i only in the Mind that perceives them i
T = ' and
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d I and this 1S all that’s meant byr Calling

i- € ’c:rn I;_:J'eas, which Word if 1t was as or=
hat B dinarily ufed as Zhing, wouw'd found no
e s Harfher nor more Ridiculous. than it,

1 am not for difputing about the Pro-
pricty, but the Truth of the Expreffion.

i I. therefore you agree with me that we
Y Eat, and Drink, and are Clad with the

Y immediatec Objects of Senfe which can-
e B D68 Exift unperceiv'd or without the

Mind : I fhall-readily grant it is more

fifc - § :

| proper or conformable to C
sof 3 they fhou’d be called Thingsl:'gtcl’]?r’ttﬁg
led & Ideas.
iat 39. If itbe demanded why T make
}nd ur¢§ SE th, word Idea, and xggygolg il;f |
n ther in compliance with Cuftom cal}
1 10 them Things. T anfwer, I do it for
vzig-. two Reafons : Firft, becaufe the Term
l-gle Thing, 1n contradiftinétion to Ides, is
;)f't{ | gcnerally ﬁ]PpOde to dcnotc fomCWhat
I | Exifting, without the Mind ; Secondly,
hee  Dbecaufc 7hing hatha more comprehen-
s five Signification than Idea, including
Ex Spirits or thinking Things as well as I-
b deas.  Since therefore the Obje&ts of
>4 | - Senfe
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Senfe Exift only in the Mind, and are
withal thoughtlefs and inactive, Ichofe
t0-mark them by the word Idez which
implies thofc Propertics. |

]

§ 40.- But fay what we can, fome
one perhaps may be apt to Reply, he
will ftill believe his Senfes, and never
{uffer any Arguments, how plaufible fo-
ever, to prevail over the Certainty of
them. = Be it fo, affert the Evidence of
Senfc as high as you pleafe, we are
willing to do the fame. That whac T
Sec, Hear and Feel doth Egit i.e. 13 ‘
perceived by me, I no more doubt than
1 do of my own Being. *But Ido not
fee how the Teftimony of Senfe can be
alleg’d,asa proof for the Exiftence of any
Thing, which is not perceiv'd by Senfe.
We are not for having any Man turn
Sceptic, and disbelieve his Senfes ; on
the contrary we give them all the Strefs
and Affurance imagmable ; nor are
there any Principles more oppofite to
Scepticifim; than thofe we have laid |
down, as fhall be hereafter clearly
fhewn,
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§ 41. Secondly,
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arc feen at the Diftance of feveral Miles,
fhou’d be .as near to us as our own
Thoughts. In anfwer to this, I defire it
may be confider’d that in a Dream we
do oft perceive Things, as Exifting at a
great diftance off, and yet for all tha,
thofe Things are acknowleg’'d to have
their Exiftence only in the Mind.

§ 43. But for the fuller clearing of
this Point, it may be worth while to
confider, how 1t 1s that we perceive Di-
ftance and Things placed at a Diftance
by Sight. For that we fhou'd 1n truth
fee External Space, and Bodies actually

“Exifting 1n 1t, fome nearer, others far-
ther off, feems to carry with it fome
Oppofition to what hath been faid, of
their Exifting no where without the
Mind. The Confideration of this Dif-
ficulty it was, that gave birth to my Ef-
fay towards a new Theory of Vifion, Which
was publih’d not long fince. Where-
in it 1s thewn that Diftance or Qutnefs
is neither immediately of it felf perceiv-
ed by Sight, nor yet apprehended or
judged of by Lines and Angles, or any

| thing
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les, - thing that hath a ncceflary Connexion
L with it : But that'ic is only fuggclted to
5 8 ‘ our Thoughts, by certain vifible Ideas
L “and Senfations attending Vifion, which
aca in ‘their own Nature have no manner of
hat, Similitude or Relation, either with Di-
Iy ftance, or Things placed at a Duftance.

But by a Connexion taught us by Ex-
perience, they came to fignify and Sug-

; of geft them to us, after the fame manner
c o that Words of any Language Suggeft
Di- the Ideas they are made to ftand for.
ance - Infomuch that 2 Man Born Blind, and
ruth afterwards made to fee, wou'd not, at
ally firft Sight, think the things he faw to
far- be without his Mind, or at any Diftance
ome from him. vid. Seét. XLI. of the fore-
, of mentioned Treaufe. '

the

Dif- § 44. The Ideas of Sight and Touch
7 Ef- make two Species, intirely diftinét and -
hich heterogencous. The former are Marks
icre- and Prognoftics of the lacrer. That the
tnefs proper Objects of Sight neither Exift
i without the Mind, nor are the Images
d or of External Things, was fhewn cven mn
any that Treatife, - Tho throughout the
hing | it x e |
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o § 45. Fourthly, It will be obje@-
o ed that from the foregoing Principles
aid it follows, Things are cvery mo= |
my ment anmhilated and created anew. i
14 The Objeéts of Senfe Exift only when 1
L they are Perceived : The Trees therefore i}
Ve | are in the Garden, or the Chairs in the E
ngs Parlour, no longer than while there is -; {l
. or fome Body by to perceive them.  Up- §
ing on ghuteing my Eyes all the Furniture i
- in tht Room 1s reduc’d to nothing, and | I
tell barely upon opening’em it is again E
e crcated. In anfwer to all which, 1 re- |
or fer the Reader to what has been faid in ~
om . Sed. Il 1V, ¢oc. and defire he will con-
ng | fider whether hc: means any thing, by
I - the a¢tual Exiftence of an Idea, diftinét
23 - from its being perceiv’d.  For my pare
arc after the niceft Inquiry I cou’d make,
ing I am not able to difcover that any thing
ms clfe is meant by thofe Words. And I
o . -once more intreat the Reader to found
‘his i his own Thoughts, Iand not fuﬁer hlm‘-
3ut . {elf to be impofed on by Words. If ;-_
int, he can conceive it poffible cither for his i
Ideas or their Archetypes to Exift with- i
ly ' ' out ‘
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Part 1. of Human Knowlege. 86
out being perceived, then I give up the
Caufe: But if he cannot, he willacknow-
lege it is unreafonable for him to ftand
up in Defence of he knows not what,
and pretend to charge on me as an Ab-

furdity, the not affenting to thofe Pro-

pofitions which at Bottom have no
meaning 1n them. e -

§ 46. It will not be amifs to ob-
{erve, how far the receiv’d Principl® of
Philofophy arc themfelves chargeable
with thofe pretended Abfurdities. It
1s thought ftrangely Abfurd that upon
clofing my Eye-lids, all the Vifible Ob-
jeés round me fhou'd be reduced to no-
thing ; and yet is not this what Philo-
fophers commonly acknowlege, when
they agree on all Hands that Light and
Colours, which alonc are the proper

and immediate Objects of Sight, are

meer Senfations that Exift no longer
than they are perceiv’d 2 Again 1t may
to fome perhaps feem very incredible,
that things fhou'd be every moment
creating, yet this very Notion 1s com-
monly taught in the Schools. For the

Schood-
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87 Of the Principles -~ Part 1.

‘ | Schoolmen, tho they acknowlege the Ex-
! iftence of Matter and - that the whole
~mundanc Fabrick is framed out of it,
are neverthelefs of Opinion that it can-
not {ubfift without the Divine Confer-

vation, which by them is expounded to
be a continual Creation,

p——
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§ 47. Farther, a licdle Thoughe will
difcover to us, that tho we allow the
Exiftence of Matter or Corporeal Sub-

l ftance, yec it will unavoidably follow
| from the principles which are now ge-
| ncrally admitted, that the Particular
| Bodies of what kind foever do none of
them Exift whilt they are not perceiv-
ed. For itis evident from Sedt. XI,
¢re. that the Matter Philofophers con-
tend for 1s an incomprehenfible Some-
what which hath none of thofe particu-
lar Qualities, whereby the Bodies falz
ling under our Senfes are diftinguithed B
one from another. But to make this - i
more plain, 1t muft be remarked thac B
the Infinice Divifibility of Matter is i
now univerfally allow’d, at leaft by the i
moft approv’d and confiderable Philo- |
fophers, B
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88 of the Principles. Part . | -
fophers, who on the receiv’d Principles .
demonftrate it "beyond all exception.
Hence it follows, there is an infinite
number of Parts 1n cach Parcicle of
Matter, which arc not perceiv’d by
‘Senfe. The reafon, therefore, that any
particular Body feems'to be of a finice,
Magnitude, or exhibits only a finice
number of Parts to Senfe, 15, not be-
caufe it contains mo more, fince 1n it
fclf it contains an Infinitc number of
Parts, but becaufe the Senfe is not acute
enough to difcern them. In proporti-
on therefore as the Senfec 1s render’d
more acute, it perceives a greater nuim-
of Parts in the Object 7. e. the Object
appcars gteater, and its Figure varics,
thofe Parts in its Extremitics which
were before unperceivable, appearing
now to bound itin very different Lines
and Angles from thofc perceived by an
obtufer Senfe. And at length, after
various changes of Size and Shape, when
- the Senfe becomes infinitely acute, the |
Body thall feecm infinite. During all ,
which there is no alteration 1n the Bo- *
dy, but only in the Senfc. Each Body, __
thercfore |
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50 ' Of the Principles  Part 1.- |

clude they have no Exiftence except
only while they ar¢ perceiv’d by us,
fincc there may be fome other Spirit
that percerves them thé we do not.
Wherever Bodies are faid to have no
Exiftence without che Mind, 1 wou’d
not beunderftood to mean this or that
particular Mind, but all Minds what-
{foever. It does not thercfore follow
from the foregoing Principles, that Bo-
~ dies arc annihilated and created cvesy
moment, or Exift not at all during the
Intervals between our perception of
them.

§ 49. Eifehly, it may perhaps be ob-
jeCted, that if Extenfion and Figure ex-
ift only in the Mind, it follows that the
Mind is extended and figured ; fince Ex-
tenfion 1s a Mode or Atcribute which
(to fpeak with the Schools) is predicat-
ed of the Subje¢t in which it Exifts. [
anfwer, Thofe qualities are in the Mind
only as they are perceiv’d by it, that is
not by way of Mode or Attribute but
only by way of Idea, and it no more fol-
lows the Soul or Mind 1s extended be-

caufe

o 7 3 4 10 11 1z 1= 14

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [102] - 90

‘|II|||II||[JIi|I|II‘I|II|I|II‘I|II[Jl|I||I'II||I|I‘II|I||Ili|i|I||||I||||I||||I||Hli|I||I‘I|.|I|I||I‘I|II[1II|||I||||I|I||I|I||IIl|llI||I|I||I|I||I|I||||II]I |I‘II|I|II|I‘II|

15 16 17




P — —

5 3 Part I. of Human Knowlege. 91 |

<pt caufe Extenfion Exifts in i1t alone, than
U it does that 1t is Red or Blue becaufe
e thofc Coloursare on all Hands acknow-
not. leg'd to Exift in it, and no where elfe.,
noe As to what Philcfophers fay of Subject
w'd and Mode, that feems very groundlefs
hat and unintelligible.  For inftance, in this
hat- i Propofition, a Dic 1s Hard, Extended
low and Square, they will have it thae the
Bo- 9 word Die denotes 2 Subje&t or Sub-
veey ftance, diftinét from the Hardnefs, Ex-
the | tenfion, and Figure which are predicat-
of 8 ed of it, and in which they Exift. This
I can’t comprehend : To me a Die
- feems to be nothing diftinét from thofe
ob- things which are termed 1ts Modes or
CX~ Accidents. And to fay a Die 1s Hard,
 the Extended and Square,is not to attribute
Ex- thofc Qualities to a fubjeét diftin& |
nich from and fupporting them, but only an |
ol Explication of the meaning of the word S8
I Die. | |
[ind | SR
It 15 § so. Sixthly, you’ll fay there have |
but been a great many things explain’d by |
fol- Matter and Motion, take away thefe | 1
be- and you deftroy the whole Corpufcular E
ufe | W~ Philo- B
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92 Of the Principles  Part 1.

Philofophy, and undermine thofe' Me-
chanical Principles which have been ap-
plied with fo much fucce(s to account
for the Phanomena. In fhort, whatc-
ver Advances have been made, ecither
by Ancient or Modern Philofophers, in
the Study of Nature do all proceed on
the Suppofition, that Corporcal Sub-
ftance or Matter doth really Exift. To
this, I anfwer, that there 1s not any one
Phenomenon explain’d on that Suppo-
{ition, which inay not ‘as well be ex-
plain’d without 1t, as might eafily be
made appear by an induction of Pdrti-
culars. - To Explain the Phenomena, is
all one as to thew why upon fuch and
fuch Occaftons, we are affeted with
fuch and fuch Ideas. But how Matter
fhou’d Operate on a Spirit, or produce
any Idea n it, 1s what no Philofopher
will pretend to explain. It is thercfore
evident, there can be no ufe of Matter

in Natural Philofophy. Befides, they:
who attempt to account for Things, do-

1t, not by Corporeal Subftance but, by
Figure, Motion, ¢o¢. which are in truth
no morc than mecer Ideas,-and therefore

| : cannot

‘|II|||II||lJIl|I|II‘I|II|I|II‘I|II[JI|I||I|I||I|I‘II|I|'|Ili|i|I||||I||||I||||I||Hl[|I||I‘I||I|I||I‘I|II[1!||||I||||I|I||I|I||II]|i|I||I|I||I|I||I|I||||l[]| I‘II|I|IIII‘II|

cm

1

2

3

-

5

o 7 3 4 10 11 1z 1= 14

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [104] - 92

13

lo6

17




L Part I,_ of .Human Knowlege. 93

fe- | cannot be the caufe of any thing, a5
1p- hath been already thewn vid. Seft. XXV.
nt A
te- § 51. Seventhly, it will upon this be -
her demanded whether it does not fcem
in abfurd, to take away Natural Caufcs,,
5 and afcribe every thing to the immedi-
i ate Operation of Spirits ¢ We muft no
o longer fay upon thefe Principles that Fire
e Heats, or Water Cools, but that a Spi-
s r1c Heats, ¢o¢. wou’d not a Man be de-
i - {ervedly laught at, who thou'd talk after
A5 | this manner ? I anfwer he wou’d fo, in
here fuch Things we ought to Think with the
. Learned, and Speak with the Vulgar. They
nd who to demonftration are convinced of
ith the truth of the Copernican Syftem, do
tep neverthelefs fay the Sun Rifes, the Sun
e Scts or comes to the Meridian : And if
et they affected a contrary Stile, in com-
re mon talk, it wou'd without doubt ap-
ter peat very ridiculous. A litcle Reflexion
ey on what 1s here faid will make it mani-
& _ feft, that the common ufe of Language B
by wou'd receive no mapner of Alceration - B
ith or Difturbance from the admiffion of B
e our Tenens, ‘ i1
ot | g 52 | .
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94. Of the Trz'nciples Part L.

§ 2. In the ordinary affairs of Life,
any Phrafes may be retain’d, fo long
‘as they Excite 1n us proper Sentimients,
or Difpofitions to a¢t in {uch a manner
as 1s neceffary for our well-being, how
falfe foever they may be, if taken in a
{trict and Speculative Senfe. Nay- this
1s unavoidable fince, Propricty being re-
gulated by Cuftom, Language 1s fuited
to the received Opinions which are not
always the trueft. Hence it is impofli-
ble even in the moft rigid, Philofophic

Reafonings, {o far to alter the Bent and
Genius of the Tonguc we {peak, as ne-

ver to givea handlefor Cavillers to pre-

tend Difficulties and Inconfiftencies. But
a fair and ingenuous Reader will colleét
the Senfe, from the Scope and Tenor
and Connexion of a Difcourfe, making
allowances for thofc unaccurate Modes
- of Speech, which ufe has made incvica-
ble.

§ 53. Asto the Opinion that there

are no Corporeal Caufes, this has been
heretofore maintain’d by fome of the
School-
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I Part L of Human Knowlege. 95
“Schoolmen, as it 1s of late by others -
et - - mong the Modern Philofophers, who RR |
mg’ tho they allow Matter to Exift, yet will
its, haye GOD alone to be the immediate
P cfficient Caufe of all Things, Thefe - i
5 Men faw, that amongft all the Objects |
s of Senfe there was none, which had any BRI
e Power or Activity included in it, and |
e - thatby confequence this was likewife
s true, of whatever Bodles_thcy {uppofed
o to Exift without the Mind, like unto
;ﬂi-‘ | the 1mmcd1atc-0b]§¢’ts-of Senfe. But i
el | then, that they fhou’d fuppofe an innu-
P , merable multitude of Created Beings,
5 which they acknowlege are not capable
e 4 of producing any one effet in Nature,
i ‘ and which therefore are made to no {
& | manner of purpofe, fince God might e
P have done cvery tl}mg as well without l
o them, this I {ay thé we thou’d allow it {
P poflible, muft yet be a very unaccoun- i
b table and extravagant Suppoficion. I 1
| r
| § 54. In the Eighth Place, the univer- |
i ' {al concurrent affent of Mankind may - ‘
S - be thoughe by fome, an invincible Ar-
e gument in behalf of Matter, or the Ex-

iftence
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94  Of the Principles Part L.
iftence of External Things. Muft we
{uppofe tha whole World to be miftak- «
en, and if fo, what caufe can be aflign’d Ly
of fo wide-fpread and predominant an
Error ? I anfwer, Firft, that upon a par-
row inquiry, 1t will not perhaps be
found, fo many as 1s imagin’d do really
belicve the Exiftence of Matter, or
Things without the Mind. Scriély
{peaking, to believe that which involyes
a Contradiction, or has no meaning in
it, 1s impoflible, and whether the fore-
Haa going Expreflions are not of that fort,
: I refer it to the impartial Examination
Men may be faid to believe that Macter
(e Exifts, . e. they act as if the immediate |
| | Caufe of their Senfations, which affects
|| them every moment, and is fo nearly
. prefent to them, were fome fenfelefs un-
thinking Being. Buc that they fhou'd
clearly apprehend any meaning marked
by thofe Words, and form thereof 2
Settled Speculative Opinion, is what 1T
am not able to conceive. This is not
the only Inftance wherein Men impofe
upon themfelves, by Imagining they
belicve

T
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P we belicve thofe Propofitions they have of-

ftak- ten heard, tho at Bottom they have no

ign'd meaning in them. o

t an : | ]

nar- § s5. But Secondly, Thé we {hou d

s be granta Notion to be never fo univerfally

cally and ftedfaftly adheredto, yet this is but I
, Oor aweak Argumentof its truth,to whoever i1
&y confiders what a vaft number of Preju- 11
Jlves | dices and falfe Opinions are every i
gin where embraced, with the utmoft te- 11
ores | nacioufne(s by the unrefleting (which | ‘
lort | are the far-greater) part of Mankind. . ;
tion There was a time when the Antipodes |
eed, and Motion of the Earth, were look'd !
itter | upon as monftrous Abfurdities, even |

iate . - by Men of Learning: And if itbe confi-
| der’d what a fmall proportion they bear

;flt; to the reft of Mankind, we fhall find |

un- that at this Day, thofc Notions have I o
wu’'d gain’d but a very inconfiderable foot- | i
ked ing in the World. 13
f :Il | § g6. Butitis demanded, that we | &
not affign a caufe of this Prejudice, and l
ofe: & account for its obtaining in the World. | | 1
hey | To this T anfwer, That Men knowing EE

cve O they B
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98 Of the Principles  Part 1,

they perceivd feveral Ideas, whereof
they themfelves were not the Authors,
as not being excited from within, nor
depending on the operation of their
Wills, this made em maintain, thofe I-
deas or Objects of Perception had an
Exiftence independent of, and”without
- the Mind, without ever drcaming thac
a Contradiction was involved in thofe
Words. But Philofphers having plain-
ly feen, that the immediate Obje&s of
Perception do not Exift without the
Mind, they in fome degree corrected
the miftake of the Vulgar, but ac the
%@c time run_into another which
cemsno lefs Abfurd, iz, that there are
certain Objeéts really Exifting without
the Mind, or having a fubfiftence di-
ftinct from being perceived, of which
our Ideas arconly Images or Refem-
blance, imprinted by thofe Objeéts on
the Mind. And this Notion of the Phi.-
lofophers ows its Origine to the fame
caufc with the former, namely their be-
ing confcious that they were noc the
Authors of their own Sernifations, which
they evidently knew were imprinted
~ from
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tL | Part I of Human Knowlege. ~ g9
reof 4 from without, and which therefore
1015, muft have fome caufe, diftinct from
l210_1: 4 the Minds on which they are imprinted.
their
fel- § 57. Butwhy they fhou’d fuppofe
lan § the Ideas of Senfe to be excited in us,
our by things in their likenefs, and not ra- ;.
that ther have recourfe to Spirir which'alone |
'hqfc can aét, may be accounted for, Firft, , l |
lain- becaufe they were not awarc of the 14
5 of Repugnancy there is, as well 1n fuppo-
the fing things like unto our Ideas Exifting
¢ted without, as in attributing to them - |
0y Power or A¢tivity. Secondly, becaufe l
hich ~ the fupreme Spirit which Excites thofe :
care Ideas in our Minds, is not mark’d out E
out and limited to our view by any particu- E
. di- lar, finite Collection of fenfible Ideas, i ‘
hich & as Human Agents are by their Size, I |
em: @ Complexion, Limbs, Motions, ¢¢. And 18
. on Thirdly, becaufe his Operations are re- |
Phi-- gular and uniform. Whenever the Courfe |
ame of Nature is interrupted by a Miracle, o
' be- Men are ready to own the prefence of &
the a Superiour Agent. But when we fee |
hich things go on 1 the ordinary Courfe, i
1ted they do not Excite in us any Reflexion, |
om | O 2 theip ‘1'
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100 Of the Trfnciplef Part 1.

their Order and Concatenation, thd it
be an Argument of the greateft Wif-
dom, Power, and Goodnefs in their
Creator, 1s yet {o conftant and familiar

to us, that we do not think ’em the im- -

mediace effets of a Free Spirit : efpeci-
ally fince Inconftancy and Mutability
in acting, tho it be an Imperfetion, is
look’d on as a mark of Freedom.

§ 58, Tenthly, It will be objected,
that the Notions we- advance are in-
confiftent with feveral found Truths in
Philofophy and Mathematics. For Ex-
ample, The Motion of the Earch is now
univetfally admitced by Aftronomers,
as a Truth grounded onthe cleareft and
moft convincing Reafons. But on the
forcgoing Principles there can be no
fuch thing. For Motion being only an
Idea, it follows thac if ic be not per-
ceived it Exifts not, but the Motion of
the Earth 1snot perceiv'd by Senfe. I
Anfwer, That Tenent, if rightly under-
ftood, will be found to agree with the
Principles we have premifed : For the
Queftion, whether the Earth moves or

| no
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L 3 Part T of Hum@n Knowlege. 303

0 it no, amounts 1n reality to no more than
Vit 3 this, iz, whether we have reafon to
heir | conclude, from what hath been ob-
tliar ferv'd by Aftronomers, that if wewere
111~ placed 1n fuch and fuch Circumftan-
eci- ces, and fuch or fuch a Pofition and
ilicy Diftance, both from the Earth and Sun,
s we fhou’d perceive the former to move

| among the Choir of the Planets, and
| appearing in all refpects like one of

ted : them : And this, by the Eftablifh’d Rules
w of Nature, which we have no rea-
s 1n fon-to miftruft, is reafonably collected
Eee & from the Phxpomena. T
10W ; :
1CTS, § 59. We may from the Experience |
and _ we have had, of the Train and Succef- 1l
the fion of Ideas in our Minds, often make; N
25 I will not fay uncertain Conjeétures, 1l
ran but, fure and well grounded Predicti- 1§
per- | ons, concerning the Ideas we fhall be il
rof B affected with purfuant to a great Train
1 of Acions, and be enabled to pafs a 1|
lee- right Judgement of what wou'd have !
the | appear’d to us, 1n cafe we were placed B
the n Circumftances, very different from E
or - | . thofewearcinatprefent, Herein con- L
ng - Pty - i
|
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102 Of the Principles Part 1. Pa
{ifts the Knowlege of Nature, which =~~~ ma
may preferve 1ts ufe and cercainty very - an
confiftently with what hath been f{aid. ; Wi
It will be eafy, to apply this to whate- | Wi
ver Obje&ions of the like fort may be I ma
drawn, from the Magnitude of the Mc
Stars, ot any other Difcoveries in Af. ?‘H_
-tronomy or Nature. 1t 1
. % s ' Ind
§ é6o. In the eleventh Place, 1t will Da
be demanded to what purpofe ferves gev
that curious Organization of Plants, iz
and the admirable Mechanifm in-the ptt
Parts of Animals ; might not Vegeta- 4D
bles grow, and fhoot forth Leaves and | the
‘Blofloms, and Animals perform all Foct wh
their Motions, as well without, as with ng
all that variety of Internal Parts fo cle- ol
gantly conttiv’d and purt . together, M
which being Ideas, have nothing Pow- sk
erful or Operative in them, nor have like
any ncceflary connexion with the effeGs 7 ok
afcribed to them ? If ic be a Spirit thae ? wc
immediately produces every effe® by a | 2
fiat, or a& of his will, we muft think | In
all that’s fine and artificial in the Works, [
whether of Man or Nature, to be = be
| ‘ made: K
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:1.  Part I of Huwman Knowlege. 103
e 4 “made in vain. By this Do&rine; tho
ety an - Artift has made the Spring and
ik o Wheels, and every Movement of “a
\te~ | Watch, and adjufted them in fuch a
be B manner, as he knew wou’d produce the
o Motions he defign’d ; yer he muft think
AL all this-donc to no purpofe, and that

1t 1s an Intelligence which dire@s the

Index; and points to the Hour of the
vill Day. If fo, why may not the Intelli-
Moo gence do ig, without his “being at the
ke pains of making the Movements, and
pros putting them together 2 Why does not
i - an empty Cafe ferve as well as ano-
e’ ther; and how comesit to pafs, that
all whenever there is any Faule in the go-
ith ing of a Warch, there is fome corref-
Jid ponding Diforder to be found in the
o Movements, which being mended by a |
Rl skilful Hand, all is right again? The 1
s like may be faid of all the Clock-work
e ~of Naturg, great parc whereof is fo
i ; wonderfully Fine and Subtile, as fcarce i
P | to be difcern’d by the beft Microfcope, i
ok In fhore ic will be.ask’d; how upon our | |
K, ~ Prnciples any tolérable ‘Account can |

& | be given, or any final Caufe affign’d '; i "

ldC | RER : R of | }"
O 0
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104 Of the Principles Part L.

of an innumerable multitude of Bo-
dies and Machines, fram’d with the moft
exquifite Art, whichin the common Phi-
lofophy have very appofite Ufes afligned
them, and ferve to explain abundance
of Phznomena.

§ 61. Toall which, I anfwer, Firft,
That tho there were fome Difficulties
relating to the adminiftration of Pro-
vidence, and the Ules by 1t aflign’d to
the feveral parts of Nature, which I
cou’d not folve by the foregoing Prin-
ciples, yet this Objection cou’d be of
fmall weight againft the truth and cer-
tainty of thofe Things, which may be
prov’d a Priori, with the utmoft Evi-
dence and Rigor of Demontftration.
Secondly, But ncither are the receiv’d
Principles free from the like Difficul-
ties ; for 1t may ftill be demanded, to

what end God thou'd take thofe round-

about Mcthods of effecing things by
Inftruments and Machines, which no
one can deny might have been effect-
ed by the meer command of his Will,
without all that apparatus : Nay, if we

- nag-
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5 A Part L. of Human Knowlege. 105
Bo- narrowly confider it, we fhall find the
noft Objection may be retorted with grea-
Phi- ter force, on thofe who held the Ex-
jned | iftence of thofe Machines without the
ance Mind ; for it has been made pvldent,
" that Solidity, Bulk, Figure, Motion, ©r. |
have no Aflivity or Efficacy m them, |
It {o as to be capable of producing any |
Leies one effeét in Nature, vid. Sefl. XXV. |
Pro- & whoever therefore fuppofes them to
1l to Exift (allowing the Suppofition poffible) -
h I when they are not perceived, does it
>rin- manifeftly to no purpofe, fince the on-
= of Iy ufe that 1s aflign d to them, as they
cert Exift unperceiv’d, is that they produce
7.be thofe perceivable Effects which, 1n |
Eyi- truth, cannot be afcrib’d to any thing '
tion. but Spirit. | B
R : o
:cl:fllci | § 62 But to come mgher the I?1fﬁ- |
Lw culty, it muft be obferv’d, that tho the Il
and- Fabrication of all thofe Parts and” Ox- il
; by | ®ans benot abfolutely neceflary to the |
I Do producing * any Effect, yetit 15 ne- | .
fect- | ceffaty to the producing of things in a |
vill. = conftant, regular way, according to the (5
Fwe . Laws of Nature.  There are certain ge- ! 1
nar- ‘ “ | P neral 11 ;
|
L O O A A
cm 1 2 3 4 5 © 7 8 9 1o 1) 2 13 14 15 16
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106 Of the Principles  Part I P:
neral Laws, that run ched the whole de
Chain of Natural Effects, thefc are | fuf
learn’d by the Obfervation and Study of
of Nature, and are by Men applied as ‘ pr¢
well to the framing artificial Thines on
for the Ufe and Ornament of Life a5 w0 o
the explaining the various Pheromena, A
which Explication confifts only in fhew- aci
. ing the Conformity, any particular Phee= nif
nomenon hath to the general Laws of | o
Nature, or, which is the fame thing, in cel
difcovering the Uniformity, there isin .
the Production of natural Effeds, as | .-
~will be evident to whoever thall atccend | s
to the feveral Inftances, wherein Philo- | M
fophers pretend to account for Appears the
ances. That there is a great and con- of
fpicuous Ufe 1n thefe regular, conftant M
Methods of working, obferv’d by the red

Supreme Agent, has been fhewn in Set.

XXXI. and 1t is no lefs vifible, that a
particular Size, Figure, Motion and Dif- cal
pofition of Parts are neceffary, thd noz N:
abfolutely to the producing any Effe&, - 2%
yet to the producing it according to the
the Standing, Mechanical Laws of Na- 'J Ex
turc. * Thus, for Inftance, It cannotbe N:

| denied |
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Part 1. of Human Knowlege. 107

denied that God, or the Intelligence that
fuftains and rules the ordmnary cousfe
of Things, might if He were minded to
produce a Miracle, caufe all the Mou-

ons on the Dial-plate of a Watch, thd

no Body had ever made the Movements,
and put them in it: But yet if he will
act agreeably to the Rules of Mecha-
nifm, by him for wife Ends eftablith’d
and maintain’d in the Creation, it is ne-
ceffary chat thofe Actions of the Watch-
maker, whereby he makes the Move-
ments and rightly adjufts them, pre-
cede the production of the aforefaid
Motions, as alfo that any diforder n
them be attended with the Perception
of fome correfponding Diforder, in the
Movements, which geing once Cor=
recred all s right again.

§ 63. It may, indeed, on fome Ocs
cafions be neceflary, that the Author of
Nature difplay his over-ruling Power,
in producing fome Appearance out of
the ordinary Series of Things. Such
Exceptions from the general Rules of
Nature, are proper to furprifc and awe

5. 13 Men

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [119] - 107
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108 . Of the Principles Pasq 13 P:
Men into an acknowledgment of the - Oj
of the Divine Being : But then they are an
to be ufed but feldom, otherwife there the
is a plain reafon, why they fhou’d fail on
of that Effect. Befides, God feems to ph
choofe the convincing our Reafon of th
his Ateributes by the works of Nature, o
which difcover fo much Harmony and ftr
Contrivance 1n their Make, and are cej
fuch plain Indications of Wifdom and <n
Beneficence in their Author, rather than fe
to aftonifh us into a belief of his Being S
by anomalous and furprifing Events. f;
- § 64. To fer this Matter in a yet W
clearer Light, I fhall obferve that whar {o
has been objected 1n Seét. LX. amounts ac
1n reality to no more than this. Ideas -
arc not any how and at random pro- L
duced, there being a certain Order and R
Connexion between them, like to that ‘
of Caufe and Effe¢t : There are alfo fe-

veral Combinations of them, made in F
a very Regular-and Artificial Manner, I
which feem like fo many Inftruments in E
the hand of Nature, that being hid as l
1t were behind the Scenes, have a fecret ik

- - Opcration
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ddic - & Operation in producing thofc Appear- !

ate o ances, which are feen on the Theatre of
re the World,being themfelves difcermble

fail only to the curious Eye of the Philofo-

to pher. But fince one Idea cannot be

-y the Caufe of another, to what purpofe

kb 1s that Connexion ? And fince thoft In- |
and {truments, being barely inefficacions Ver- {1

are ceptions in the Mind, are not f{ubfervi- |
and ent to the Production of Natural Ef- &
-han feéts; it is demanded why they are |
sing madc, or, in other Words, what reafon |
. | can be affign’d, why God fthou’d make

' | us upon a clofe nfpe&ion into His

yee | Works, beholdfo great variety of Ideas, | 4
rhat fo artfully laid together, and fo much Bl
ants according to Rule: It not being imagi- E
Jeas nable, that he’d be at the Expence (if g
Sortn onc may fo fpeak) of all that Arc and B
o Regularity to no purpolfe. | W
tha ; il
.fcf § 65. To all which my Anfwer is, il
in Firft, That the Connexion of Ideas-does B
ner, not imply the Relation of Cazfe and B
sin Effedt, but only of a Mark ot Signwith | |}
. as the Thing fignified. The Fire which B
bkt I fee, 1snotthe Caufe of the Pain I B
01 e {uffer | 1 *
L O A A A At
cm 1 2 3 4 5 © 7 8 9 1o 1) 2 13 14 15 16

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [121] - 109




110 Of ihe Principles ~ Part 1. Pa
fuffer upon my approaching it, but the . we
Mark that forewarns me of it. Inlike Ufi
manner the Noife that I hear is not the or
Effeé of this of that Motion, or colli- |
fion of thg ambient Bodies,but the Sign =
thereof. Secondly, The reafon why Th
Ideas are form’d into Machines, i, e. | Ca
artficial and regular Combinations, s = pro
the fame with that for combining Let- exp
ters into Words. That a few Original dici
Ideas may be made to fignific, a great and
number of Effects and Ations, ’tis ne- | figr
ceflary they be varioufly combin'd to- as |
gether: And to the end their Ufe be Ani
permanent and univerfal, thefe Combi- vol
nations muft be made by Rale, and | 6
with wife Contrivance. By this means - Na
“abundance of Information is convey’d me
unto us, concerning what we are to } not
- expe& from fuch and fuch Aétions, and by
what Mecthods are proper to be taken, fcer
for the Exciting fuch and fuch Ideas : ‘ Mi
Which in effeét, is all that I conceive _
to be diftinétly meant, when it is faid - wl
that by difcerning the Figure, Texture,
and Mechanifm of the inward Parts of | .
Bodics, whether Natural or Agtificial, pet
o g
LA G A
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Part L. of Human Knowlege. 31y

we may attain 1o know the feveral
Ufes and Properties depending thereon
ot the Nature of the Thing. ’

S é6. Henceitis evident, that thofe
'(I:gln}gs, which under the Notion of a
-aufeco-operating or concugri
produétion of Effects, are altorgghg tlllllE
explicable, and run us into great Abfiy.
dities, may be very naturally explain’d
and’ha,v; a proper and obvious Ufe afo
fign’d "em, whenthey are confider’d only
as Marks, or Signs for our Information,
And 1¢ is the fearching after, and endeas
vouring to underftand this Language
(if I may fo call it) of the Author of
Nature, that ought to be the Employ-
ment of the Natural Philofopher; and
not the pretending to explain Things
by Corporeal Caufes, which Doctine
fcems to have too much cftranged the
Minds of Men, from that a&ive Princi-
ple, that fupreme and wife Spirit, in
whom we Live, Move, and have our Being,

§ 67 In the Twelfeh place, it may
perhaps be objected, that thd it be clcg
from

“mUmpmumpmum“mum“mum“mum“mum“mum“mumpmum“mum“mum“mum“
B 3 6 7 38 g 10 1l 12 13 14 15 16
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112 Of the Principles Part I

from what has been faid, that there can .
AR be no fuch thing as an Inert, Senfelefs; £
it ) Extended, Solid, Figured, Moveable
il e 1 Subftance Exifting without the *Mind,
fuch as Philofophers deferibe Matter :
| | - Yet if any Man fhall leave out of his I-
H dea of Matter, the pofiuve Ideas of Ex-
tenfion, Figure, Solidity and Motion,

and fay that he means only by that
word, an Inert, Senfelefs Subftance thac

Exifts without the Mind or unperceiv’d,
which is the Occafion of our Ideas, o

at the prefence whereof God is pleafed

to excite Ideas in us : It doth not ap-
‘pear, but that Martter taken in this

Senfc may poflibly Exift. In Anfwer to
which I fay, Firft, That 1t feems no lefs
Abfurd to fuppofe a Subftance without
Accidents, than itis to fuppofe Acci- §°
‘dents without a Subftance.. But Se-
condly, Tho we fthou’d grant this un-
known Subftance may pofiibly Exift,

yet where can 1t be fuppofed to be?
That it Exifts not in the Mind is a- §
steed, and that ic Exifts not in Place is
no lefs certain ; fince all Place or Ex- i
tenfion Exifts only in the Mind as E;ath 1 |

ccn I
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Part I of Human Knowlege. 113

d:
can . been already prov’d. It remains there-
ey, 8 fore that it Exifts no where at all.
able :
ind, # § 68. Let us examine a little, the
ter: 8 defcription that is here given us of Maz-
sl- ter. It neither acts, nor perceives, nor
‘Ex- 1s perceiv’d : For this is all that’s meant
1on, by faying it is an Inert, Senfelefs, Un- |
that known Subftance, which 1s a Definition |
that | intirely made up of Negatives,cxcepting |
ivd, 8 only the relative Notion of its {tanding |
= under or Supporting : But then 1t muft 1}
afed 8 be obferv’d that it Szpports nothing at ;

ap- all ; and how nearly this comes to the |
this defcription of a zon-entity, 1 defirc may |
Xt 3§ be confider’d. But fay you it 1s the i
) lefs -‘~ unknown occafion, at the prefence of |
jout | which, Ideas are Excited in us by the i
\cci- B will of God. NowI wou'd fain know,

Se- & how ahy thing can be prefent to us, i
un- which is neither perceivable by Senfc
ixift, 4 not Reflexion, nor capable of produc- |
be; ®  ingany Ideanour Minds, nor 1s at 1
siae B all extended, nor hath any Form, nor il
e is o Exifts in any place. The words 70 be |
“Ex- 4 prefent, when thus applied, muft needs
hath be taken in fome abftra&t and ftrange il
been @ Q Mean-

.
o
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114 Of the Principles Part L
Mecaning, and which I am not able to
comprchend. |

§ 69. Again, let us examine what
is meant by Occafion: So far as 1 can
gather from the common Ufe of Lan-

_ guage, that Word fignifies, either the

Agent which produces any Effe&, or
clfc fomething that is obferv’d to ac-
company, or go before it, in the ordi-
nary courfe of things. But when it is
applied to Matter as above defcribed,
1t can be taken in neither of thofe Sen-
fcs. - For Matter is faid to be Paflive
and Inert, and fo cannot be an Agent
or Efficient Caufe. Itis alfo unper-
ceivable as being devoid of all Senfible
Qualities, and fo cannot be the Occafi-
on of our Perceptions in the latter
Senfe: As when the burning my Finger,
is faid to be the Occafion of the Pain
that attends 1t. What therefore can
be meant by calling Matter an Occafion 2
This. Term 15 either ufed 1n no Senfe at
all, or clfc in fome very diftant from
1ts receiy'd Signification

§ 70. You

e T U T o W o

an

‘|II|||II|||||||||IIJ||I||||I|‘I||||I|||‘I||||I|I||I||l|||||‘II|||||||‘IIII|II|I‘I||I|||||‘I||J||||||||||||I||||I||||I|I|||||||||||III|||||||||I||||I||I|I||| ||||I||l||l‘ll|l|l|
3 q 5 6 7 8 g 10 11 12 13 14 15 1l& 17

cm 1 2

e " GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK
MNIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [126] - 114




&k ¥ Part I of Human Knowlege. 115 u
¢ TO ; B |1
§ 70. You will perhapsfay that Mat- |
ter, tho it be not perceiv’d by us, 1S ne- |
vhat verthelefs perceived by Gov, to whom ||
can it 1s the Occafion of Exciting Idcas 1n i
Lan- our Minds. For, fay you, fince we ob- |
the ferve our Senfations to be imprinted in
0K an orderly and conftant manner, 1t 18
) ac= but reafonable to fuppofe, there arc
ordi- certain Conftant, and Regular Occafi-
T ons of their being produced.. That is
bed, to fay, that there are cerrain permanent, |
Sen- and diftin¢t parcels of Matter, corref- |
ulive ponding to our Ideas, which tho they |
gent do not excite them in our Minds, or 1
pcr- any wife immediately affect us, as being 1
i1ible altogether Paffive and Unperceivable to |
-cafi- Us, they are neverthelefs to Gon, by ’ |
atter whom they are Perceiv’d, as it were fo |
nger, many Occafions, to remind him when |
Pain and what Ideas, to imprint on our ;;_
can Minds : that fo things may go on 11 a h |
fion 2 conftant, uniform manner. =
ifc at . Tﬂ.
from § 71. In anfwer to this T obferve, ';
that, as the Notion of Matter is here i
: Stated, the Queftion 1s no longer con- E
You gt (38 cerning il
it
O 0
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116  Of the Principles  Part L
cerning the Exiftence of a Thing di-
ftin& from Spirit and Idea, from Per-
ceiving and being Perceiv’d : Buc whe-
ther there are not certain Ideas, of I
know not what Sort, in the Mind of
Gon, which arc {fo many Marks or
Notes, that dire¢t him how to produce
Senfations 1 our Minds, in a conftant
and regular Mcthod : Much after the
{ame manner, as a Mufician 1s directed
by the Notes of Mufic, to produce that
harmonious train and compofition of
Sound, which is called a Zuze ; tho
they who Hear the Mufic do not Peg-
ceive the Notes, and may be intirely
ignorant of them. But this Notion of
Mattex (which after all 1s the only 1.
telligible one that I can pick, from
whatis faid of unknown Occafions)
{cems too extravagant to deferve a
Confutation. Befides, it 1s in cffect no
Objection againft what we have ad-
vanced, ziz. that there is no fenfelefs, un-
perceiv'd Subflance.

§ 72. If we follow the Light of Rea-

fon, we fhall, from. the conftant uni-

form

© 7 8 9 10 1
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¥l form Method of our Scnfations, colle&

Pefs the Geodnefs and Wifdom of the Spiriz

vhe- who excites them in our Minds. Bug

of 1 ¢his 1s all that I can fec reafonably con-

127 cluded from thence. To me, I fay, ‘tis

st evident that the Being of a Spirit infi-

e nitely Wife, Good, and Powerful 1s abun-

R dantly fufficient, to explain all the Ap-

et 15 pearances of Nature. But as fox Inert,

e Senflefs Matter, nothing that I perceive

el has any the leaft Connexion with it, og

L A leads to the Thoughes of it. And I

hd | wou'd fain fec any onc Explain,any the

D meanclt Phenomenon 10 Nature by it

2ok or fhew any manner of Reafon, tho in

T ne - the loweft Rank of Probability, that he |
y i can have for its Exiftence; or even make |
P any tolerable Senfe or Meaning of that 1:
e Suppofition, For as to its being an Oc- |
i cafion, we have,I think, evidently thewn =
e that with regard to. us it is no Occa~ |
b : {ion : It remains therefore that 1t muft |
S : be, if at all, the O¢cafion to Gob of |
. 1 exciting Ideas 1n us; and what this - ;
| mouncs to. we have juft now feen,
Rea- ' |
uni- |
orm i - §73 It
L OO A At
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§ 73. It is worth while to reflect alit-
tle, on the Motives which induced Men
to fuppofc the Exiftenceof Material Sub-
ftance ; that fo having obferv’d the gra-
dual Ceafing, and Expiration of thofe
Motives or Reafons, we may proporti-
onably withdraw the Aflent that was
grounded on them. Firft, therefore, it |
was thought that Colour, Figure, Mo- 'i_
tion, and the reft of the Senfible Qua- |
lities or Accidents, did really Exift with-
out the Mind ; and for this reafon, it
{cem’d needful to fuppofe fome unthink-
ing Subfiratum,or Subftance~wherein they
did Exift, fince they cou’d not be con-
ceived to Exift by themfclves. After-
wards, in proce(s of time, Men being
convinced that Colours, Sounds, and
the reft of the Senfible, Secondary Qua-
litieshad no Exiftence without the Mind,
they ftripped this Subfiratum or materi-
al Subftance of thofe Qualities, leaving #
only the Primary Ones, Figure, Moti-
on, ¢¢. which they full conceived to
Exift without the Mind, and confequent-
ly, to ftand in nced of a material Sup-
port,

= Rae B oRE=Rawli_ _
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port. But it having been thewn, thae

a liea none, even of thefe, can poffibly Exift
Men | otherwife than in a Spirit or Mind which
St perceives them, it follows, that we have
i no longer any reafon, to fuppofe the be-
hofe g of Matter. Nay, that it 1s utterly im- ¥
hici poflible chere fhou'd be any fuch thing, | |
Kiis 0 long as that Word is taken to denote, n
te, it | an unthinking Subfiratum of Qualities oy "
Mot | Accidents, wherein they Exift without |
Yuias the Mind.
e 1§ 74, Buc tho it be allow'd by the
e | Materialifts, themfelves, that Matter was
i - thought of only for the fake of fupport- |
con- g Accidents ; and the reafon intirely |
fer- - ccafing, one might expect the Mind i
o ~ fhouw’d naturally, and withoutany relué- | i
it ance at all, quit the belief of what *.
i was folcly grounded thercon. Yet the 4
Tid  Prejudice 1s niveted fo decply in our J
— . Thoughts, that we can fcarce tell how |
i to part with 1t, and are thercfore incli- |
o | mi:d, fince the 7hing it felf is indefenfj- ;q
I to ¢, at leaft to retain the Name ; which
ente - weapply to, I know not what, abftra&-
S - od and indefinitc Notions of Being, e-
YOILt, : cafion,
ﬁ
o,
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120 Of the Principles  Part T,
cafion, &c. thd withour any fhew of
Reafon, at leaft fo far as T can fee. For
what is ‘there, I befeech you, on our
part, or what do we perceive amongft
all the Ideas, Senfations, Notions, which

.arc lmwﬂtod on our Miﬂds, either b}’

Senfe or Reflexion, from whence may
be infer’d the Exiftence of an inmert,
thoughtlefs, unperceiv’d Occafion # and

on the other hand,on the part of an A#-

fufficient Spirit, what can there be that
thou’d make us belicve, or even fufpect,
he is direfled by an inert Occafion to
excite Ideas in ommh&nds : ‘

el -tr-’-’r{? B _5;-_'0' 'u_.g- it

§ 73. It is a very extraordinary In-
ftance of the force of Prejudice, and
much to be lamented, that the Mind of
Man retains fo great a Fondnefs, againft
all the cvidence of Reafon, for a ftupid,
thoughtlefs Somewhat, by the mterpo-
fition whereof it wow'd,as it were,fkreen

it felf, from the Providence of God,and

remove it farther off from the Affairs
of the World.  But tho we do the ut-
moft we can,. to fecure the belief of
Matter, thd when Reafon forfakes us,

we

© 7 18 1
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rt I Parc L. of Human Knowlege. 121
w ol.F ' we endeavour to fupport our Opinion
e on the bare poffibility of the Thing,and
ot B thé we Indulge our felves 1n the full
ongft Scope, of an Imagination not regulated
vhich by Reafon, tomake out that poor Pof>
cdy B Jibility, yet the Up-thot of all 1s, that
“may there certain wnknown Ideas in the Mind
Triept of God; for this, if any thing, is all that
e I conceive to be meant by Occafion wich
% Ab regard to God. And this, at the Bottom,
Gl is no longer contending for the 7hing,
I'pc &, but for the Nawme.
et 76. Whether therefore there are
fuch Ideas in the Mind of Gop, and |
v Tn- whether they may be called by the name |
i Matter 1 fhan’c difpuce. Butif you ftick I}
ket 3 to the Notion of an unthinking Sub- It
o c;{ ftance, or Support of Extenfion, Moti- |
tgual?d on, ¢ then to me 1t 1s moft evidenc- |
*cr%o-,- ly impoflible, there fhou’d be any fuch
krach thing. Since 1t is a plain Repugnancy, I
dand that chofeQualities fhou’d Exift in or be il
\fairs fupported by an unperceiving Subftance. Il
;]:fuéf | § 77. But fay you, tho it be grant- i
s us, | ed that there is no thoughtlefs fupport; |
we | : Of HE
| 1
O 0
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of Extenfion, and the other Qualities
or Accidents which we Perceive ; yet
there may, perhaps, be fome Inert, Un-
perceiving Subftance, or Subfratum of
fome other Qualities, as incomprehen-
{ible to us asColours are to aMan born
Blind, becaufe we have not a Senfe a-
dapted to them. But if we had a new
Senfe, wefhou’d poflibly no more doubt
of their Exiftence, than a Blind-man
made to See does of the Exiftence of
Light and Colours. I anfwer, Firft, if
what you mean by the word Matter be
only the unknown Support of unknown

A A bl A A el b L

is fuch a thing or-no; * fince it no way
concerns us : And for my part, I do
not fee the Advantage there 1s in di-
{puting about we know not what, and
we know not why.

§ 78. But, Secondly, if we had a new
Senfe it cow’d-only furnifh us with new
Ideas or Senfations: And then we thow’d
have the fame reafon, againtt their Ex-
ifting in an unperceiving Subftance,that
has been alrcady offer’d with relation

o

fe e et ANA A hed el et e Y e e M e e e
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Part L. of Human Knowlege. 123
to Figure, Motion, Colour, ©¢. Qua-

. yet lities, as hath been fhewn, arc nothing
Un- clfe but Senfations or Ideas, which Exift
m of only in a Mind perceiving them and this
hen- 1strue not only of the Ideas we are ac-
botn quainted with at prefent, but likewifc
e ae of all poffible Ideas whatfoever.

new

oubt § 79. But you will infift, what if I
man have no reafon to believe the Exiftence
s of Matter, what if I cannot affign any
oft, if ufe to it, or explain any thing by it, or
aeba: ol even conceive what is meant by that
ka0 Word ? Yet ftill 1c 1s no Concradiction
e 1 to fay that Matter Exafts, and that chis
way * Matter 1s in general a Subflance, or Occa-
I do ’ fion of Ideas ; tho, indeed, to go abour
adi- 3 to unfold the meaning,or adhere to any

atil B particular Explication of thofe Words,
| may be attended with great Difficulties,

; I anfwer, when Words are ufed wich-
inew 8 out a Meaning, you may put them to-
’ gether as you pleafe, withoue danger of

new _

od B running into a Contradiction. You may
o ik fay, for Example, that mwice Two is e-
that qual to Sezen, fo long as you declare
ation you do not take the Words of that Pro-

to ! R 2 Poﬁtioﬁ
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| 124  Of the Principles  Part 1.

pofition in their ufual Acception, but
for Marks of you know not what. And
by the fame reafon you may fay, there
is an inert, thoughtlefs Subftance with-
out Accidents, which is the occafion of
our Ideas. And we fhall underftand juft
as much by ope Propofition, as the o-
ther.

— s o ok s A PN Ak

§ 8o. In the laft place, you will fay,
What if we give up the Caufe of mate-
rial Subftance, and ftand to it, that
Matter 1s an unknown Somewhat, net-
ther Subftance nor Accident, SE rit nor |
moveable, Unextended, Exifting 1 ne
Place ? For, fay you, Whatever may be
urged againft Swbflance or Occafion, or
any other pofitive or relauve Notion of
Matter hath no place at all, fo long as
this negative Definition of Matter 1s ad-
hered to. I anfwer you may, if fo it
fhall feem good, ufe the word Maiter in
the fame Senfe, that other Men ufe No-
thing, and fo make thofe Terms conver-
tible i your Stile. For after all, this
is what appears to. me to be the ]quefulltr

0
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Part L of Human Knowlege. 124
of that Difinition, the Parts whereof
when I confider with Attention, either
collectively, or feparate from each o-

- ther, Ido not find that there’s any kind

of Effet or Impreflion made on my
Mind, different from what is excited by
term Nothing. % - |

§ 81. Upon this, you’ll Repl i
B Dciinision s
doth fufficiently diftinguifh it from no-
thing, the poficive, abftract Idea of Quid-
dity, Entity, or Exiflence. T own indeed
that thofc who pretend to the Facult;
of framing Abftrac, General Ideas, do
talk as if they had fuch an Idea, which
is, fay they, the moft abftract and ge-
neral Notion of all, that is, to me, the
moft Incomprehenfible of all Ochers,
That there are a great variety of Spirits
of different Orders and Capacities,whofe
Facultics, both in Number and Extent,

-are far exceeding thofe the Author of

my Being has beftowed on me, 1 fee no
reafon to deny. And for me, to pre-
tend to determine, by my own few fin-
ted, natrow Inlets of Perception, what

Ideas
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Ideas the inexhauftible Power of the
SupreME SeiriT mayImprintupon’em,
were certainly the utmoft Folly and =
Prefumption. Since there may be, for
ought that I know, mnumerable fores |
of Ideas or'Senfations, as different from
one another, and from all that I have
perceiv’d, as Colours are from Sounds.
But how ready foever I may be, to ac-
knowlege the Scantinefs of my Com-
prehenfion, with regard to the endlefs
variety of Spirits and Ideas, that may
poffibly Exift, yet for any one to pre-
tend to a Notion of Entity or Exiftence, -
Perceiving and bemng Perceiv'd, 1s, I fuf-

pect, a downright Repugnancy nnd Trie &
fling with Words. It remains that we
confider the Objections, which may pof-
{ibly be made on the part of Religion.

thd the Arguments for the real Exift-
ence of Bodies, which are drawn from
Reafon, be allow’d not to amount to
Demonftration, yer the Holy Scriptures
are fo clear in the Point, as will fufﬁcllv

ently

§ 82. Some there are who think, that k

T (R T S S S G T S SR T S I T Y o T o S S D I I Y o S P |
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| ently convince every good Chriftian, thae
;Il:: Bodies do really Exigﬁ-, and arc fome-
and ~ thing more than meer Ideas ; there'be-
for B ing 1n Holy Writ innumerable Faéts re-
nes B Jated, which evidently fuppofe the rca-
pole lity of Timber, and Stone, Mountains,
ave | and Rivers, and Cides, and Human
o | Bodies, o To which I Anfwer, that
rou no fort of Writings, ~whatever Sacred
e o or Profane, which ufe thofe and the
lefs. 8 like Words in the Vulgar Acceptation,
tia or fo as to have a meaning in 'em, are
e n danger of havmg their Truth call'd in
et | queftion by our Doétrine. That all thofe

om gh(iiqgs do 'ff:aﬂ}’ Eﬁéiftl, ug&t there - are

fuf- ) odics, cven Corporeal Subftances, wh

I‘L:Le 4 taken in theVulgar Senfe, hasbeen {l?::wcg
| 0 be agrecable to our Principles : And

WG the difference betwixe Zhinss and I

of- Realities and Chimergas, has éccn diﬁ;ﬁgj
n ly Explain'd, 2id. Sed. XXIX, XXX
e B XX, XSV Audd 46 nod
P think, that cither what Philofophers call
e A Matter, or the Exiftence of Objects with-

- out the Mind 1s any where mention’d
s i Scripture,

§ 83. Again,

‘IIII|I|I|||!|||| l‘l||||||||‘I||||I|||‘||I||I|l|‘1[|||||||‘|||||I||I‘|||||||||‘!II]|JIl|||||||||||||I||||||||||||||1[|‘[||||||||‘I||||||||||||||||||‘IHI|II|I‘II|I|II|I
cm 1 2 2 B 5 6 7 8 g 10 11 12 13 14 135 16

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [139] - 127 @




128  Of the Principles Part T,

§ 83. Again, Whether there be, or be
not External Things, it is agreed on all
hands, that the proper Ufe of Words,
is the marking our Conceptions, of

Things only as they are Known and Per-

ceiv’d by us ; whence it plainly follows,
that in the Tenents we have-laid down,
there is nothing inconfiftent with .the
vight Ule and Significancy of Language
and that Difcourfe of what kind foever,
{o far as it is Intelligible, remains Un-
difturb’d. But all this feems fo very
manifeft, from what hath been largely
{ct forch in the Premifes, that it is need-
lefs to infift any farcher on 1t

§ 84. But it will be urg’d, that Mi-
racles do, at leaft, lofe much of their
Strefs and Import, by our Principles.
What muft we think of Mofes’s Rod,
was it not really turn’d into a Serpene,
or was there only a Change of Ideas ia
the Minds of the Spectators? And can
it be fuppofed, that our Saviour did no
more at the Marriage-Feaft in Cana, than

impofe onthe Sight,and Smell, and Taﬁ?
' | 0
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| of the Guefts, fo as to create in them
r be the Appcarance or Idea only of Wine »
vall The fame may be faid of all other Mi-
eds, racles: Which, in confequence of the
or foregoing Principles, muft be look’d up-
Per- on only as fo many Cheats, or Illu-
ws, fions of Fancy. = To this I Reply, that
wn, the Rod was changed into a real Sei- |
thic pent, and thce Water into real Wine. 3
uage That this does not, in the leaft, contra- |
vir dict whae I have elfewhere faid, will be
Un-’- 3 evident from Sef. XXXIV, and XXXV.
s | But this Bufinefs of Real and Imaginary !
ace 8 has been already fo plainly and fully -
it = Explain’d, and {o often Refer’d to, and
the Difficulties about it are fo cafily
| Anfwer’d from what has gone before,
Mi- ‘that ic were an Affront to the Reader’s
idest . Underftanding; to refume the Explica-
ples. | tion of it in this place. 1 fhall only ob-
tod ferve, that 1f at Table all who were
coe. A prefent fhou'd See; and Smell,and Tafte,
win i and Drink Wine," and find the effedts
cah of it; with me there cou’d be no doubt
oo . 1 of 1t's Reality. So-that, at Bottom, the
S Scruple concerning teal Miracles has no
e o0 placc at all on ours, but only on the
of 8 | S receiv’d

At
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130 - Of the Principles Part 1.
receivd Principles; - and confequently

makes rather for, than ggainft what has
been faid.

§ 85. Having dong with the Objecti-
ons, which I endeavour’d to propofc in
the cleareft Light, and gave them all the
Force and Weight I cou’d,we proceedin
the next place to take a view of our Te-
nents in their Confequences.  Somic of
thefe appear at firft Sight, as chac feve-
ral Difficult and obfcure Queftions, on
which abundance of Speculation- has
been thrown away, are intirely banih’d
from Philofophy. Whether Corporeal
Subftance can think : Whether Mateer
be infinitely Divifible : And how it O-

~ perates on Spirit 5 thefc and che like In-

quiries have given nfinite Amufement
to Philofophers, 10 all Ages. Buc de-
pending on the Exiftence of Matter, they
have no longer any place on our Prin-
ciples. Many other Advantages there
arc, as well with regard to Religion as
the Sciences, Whuch it 1s cafy for any one
to deduce, from what has been premi-
fed. Bue this will appear more plainly
in the Sequel. § 86. From

6 7
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ntl
| ha}; § 86. From the Principles we have
‘ laid down, it follows, Human Know=
lege many naturally be reduced to twa
e Heads, that of Idess, and that of Spi-
{cin rits.  Of each of thefe I fhall treat in
Eoloe Order. And fitft as to Ideas or Un-
kkn thinking Things, our Knowlege of thefc
i, ~ has been very much obfcur’d, and con-
o e founded, and we have been led into
Cosibe very dangerous Errors, by fuppofing a
o two-fold Exiftence of the Objeés of
b Senfe, the one Imtelligible, or in the
ihd Mind, the other Rea/ and without the
=" Mind: Whereby Unthinking Things are
atter thought, to have a natural Subfiftence
t O- of their own, diftinct from being per-
R e ceiv’d by Spirits.  This which, if T mif-
sl take not, hath been fhewn to be 2 moft
o groundlefs and abfurd Notion, is the
they very Root of Seepticifm ; for folong as
Prin- Men _thought that.Real Things fubfift-
hats ed without the Mind, and that their
e Knowlege was only {o far forth Real 35
one 1t was conformable to rea! Fhings, i
fMiie follows, they cou’d not be certain, that
inly they had any real Knowlege at all. For
rom ' | S 2 ~ how

e
em 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

3 / GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [143] - 131

.
MIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




i ——

132 Of the Principles Part L

how can 1t be known, that the Things
which are Perceiv’d, are conformable
to thofe which are not Perceiv’d, or Ex-
ift without the Mind ¢

§ 87. Colour, Figure, Motion, Ex-
tenfion and the hike, confider'd only as
fo many Senfations in the Mind, arcper-
feCtly known, there being nothing in
them which is notPerceiv'd. But if they
are:look’d on asNotes or Images, refer-
ed to 7hings or Archetypes Exifting with=
out the Mind, then are we involved all
in Scepticifm. We fce only the Appear-
ances, and not the rcal Qualitics of
Things. What may be the Extenfion,
Figure, ot Motion of any Thing really 8
and abfolutely, or'in ic {elf) 1ts 1mpof= =
fible for us to know, but only the pro-
portion or relation they bear to our
Senfes. Things remaining ghe fame, our
Ideas vary, and which of them, oreven & ;
whether any of them at all, reprefene 8
the true Quality really Exifting 1n the
Thiag, it 1s out of-our Reach to deter-
nune.  So that, for ought wc know,
all we See, Hear, and Fecl, may bcP gl’llY

% an-

,
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: : 133
= Phantome and vain Chimera,and Notat
}l?)fiz allagree with the R cal Things, Exifting ?;;
Ex- Rerum Natura.All this Sceptical Cant fol-

lows, from our fuppofing a difference

bc!:wecn Things and Ideas, and that the

i B former have a Subfiftence without the
X Mind . e :

vas & tind, ox Unperceiv'd. . It were cafy to

dilate- on this Subject, and thew how

fcirn the Arguments urged by Sceptics in -all
zhcy 4 Ages, depend on the fuppofition of Exa
. tetnal Objedts.  But this is too obvious
D to need being infifted on.
i:g - . §88. Solong as we attribute a real |
R ?mﬁcnlcg tci’ Unthinking Tdhings, diftinée
G rom. their being percerv’d, it is not
L dence the Naturc of any real, ‘unthink-
pof= ¢ ing Being, but even that it Exifts. Hence
. it 15, that we fee Philofophers diftruft
33; their Senfes, and doubt of the Exiftence
v «of Heaven and Eacth, of every thing *
s they Sec or Feel, even of their own Bo.
. dies,  And after all cheir labouring and
- & ftruggle of Thought, they are forced to ‘
= 3 Own, We cannot attain to any felf-cvi- {
iy dent, or demonftratiye Knowlege, of |
han- : | e 1.

LA A L g
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the Exiftence of fenfible Things. But
all this Doubtfulnefs, which fo Bewil-
ders and Confounds the Mind, and
makes Philofophy tidiculous in the Eyes
of the World, vanithes if we annex a
meaning to our Words, and not amufe |
our felves with the terms Abfolute, Ex- |
ternal, Exift, &c. fignifying we know 1
not what, For my part, I'can as well | i

|

{

134  Of the Principles Part I |
|
|

doubt of my own Being, asof the Be=
ing of thofc things, which I actually
perceive by Senfe: It being a manifeft -
Contradiction, that any fenfible Object
thou'd be immediately perceiv'd by Sight
or Touch, and, at the fame time, have
no Exiftence in Nature, fince the: very
Exiftence of an unthinking Being, con-

fifts in being perceiv'd.

§ 89. Nothing feems of more Impor-
tance, towards Erefting a firm Syftem

" of found and real Knowlege, which
may be Proof againft the Affaults of
Scepticifm, than to lay the beginning in
a diftin& Explication, of what 1s meant
by Thing, Reality, Exiftence : For in vain

fhall we Difpute, concerning the real
| Exiftence

e

g
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8 : : &¢- 135
Bk | Exiftence of Things, or pretend to any
ik B Knowlege thereof, fo long as we haye
el not fix'd the meaning of thofc Words,
tyes A8 ; ?mg Ot Being is the moft general Name
o of all, it comprehends under it two
o Kinds incively diftiné and heterogene-
o5 ous, and which have nothing common
e B but theName, vIZ. Spirits and Idegs. The
= former arc Aftive, Indivifible, Inco
s | tible Subfiances : The latter are Inert,
ally Eleeting, Perifbable Paffions, or Dependent
pre%, Beings, which fubfift not by themfelves
1€t | butare fupporced by, or Exift in Mind;
e | or Spiritual Subftances.
ight
have ' '

| § 90. Ideas imprinted o

Y;?: are real Things, OLI,' 'cib'réﬂﬁr tflilﬁlf‘%f lei;t::
5 we do not deny, but we deny they can
fubfift without the Minds which per-
. ceive them, or that they are Refemblan.
%gm ces of any Archetypes Exifting without
i N the Mind: Since the very Being of a Sen-
- . fation or Idea confifts ip being perce;-

50 ved, and an Idea can be like nothin
garlll: but anIdea. Again the Things perceived
frain | by Senfe may be termed External, with
20 vegard to their Origine, in thag they are

nee ; not
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136  Of the Principles  Part'L.
not generated from yrithin, by the Mind
it felf,but imprinted by a Spiric diftinét
from that which perceives them. Sen-
fible Objeés may likewife be faid to be

without the Mind, in another fenfe,

namely when they Exift in fome other
Mind. Thus when I thut my Eyes, the
Things [ faw may ftill Exift, but it muft

be in another Mind.

§ o1. It were a muftake to think,
that what is here faid derogates n the
leafty from the Reality of Things. It
is acknowleg’d on the receiv'd Princi-
ples, that Extenfion, Motion, and in a
Word, all fenfible Qualities have need
of a Support, as not being able to fub-
fift by themfelves. But the Objects pet-
ceiv’d by Senfe, are allow’d to be no-
thing but Combinations of thofe Qua-
lities, and confequently cannot {ubfift
by themfelves. Thus far it is agreed on
all hands. So that in denying the Things
perceiv’d by Senfe, an Exiftence inde-
pendent of a Subftance, or Suppott
whereéin they may Exift, we detract no-
thing from the receiv'd Opinion of their

Reality ;

'8 Ho N
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Part 1. of Human Knowlege. 137 |

md Reality, and are guilty of no Innovau-

nct on in that refpect.  All the Difference (B
en- 3 is, that according to us the Unthinking |l
bc % Beings perceiv’d by Senfe, have no Ex- i i
e, | iftence diftin& from being Perceiv'd, and
her | cannot therefore Exift in any other Sub- :T‘ i
the ftance, than thofe Unextended, Indivifi- iR
uft ble Subftances, ot Spirits, which act,and

think, and perceive them : Whereas Phi-
lofophers vulgarly hold, the Seafible

nk, Qualities do Exift in an Inert,Extended,
the Unperceiving Subftance, whichthey call
It | Matter, to which they attribute a Na- |
w- tural Subfiftence, exterior to all Think- |
a ing Beings, or diftinét from being per-
ced | cetv’d by any Mind whatfoever, even the
ub- Eternal Mind of the CreaTOR, wherein
L= they fuppofe onlyIdeasof the Corporeal
no- Subftances created by hum. If indeed
7 they allow them to be at all Created.
fift | , i
on § 92. For as wehave fhewn the Doct- | Al
ngs rine of Matter or Corporeal Subftance,to 1Y
de- have been the main Pillar and Suppore
erc | of Scepticifm,fo likewife upon the fame
no- Foundation have been rais’d all the Im-
weir - pious Schemes of Atheifm and Irxeligion.
’ T Nay
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138 - Of the Principles Part 1.
Nay fo great a difficuliy has it been

thought, to conceive Matter produced -

out of Nothing, thatthe moft Celcbrat-
ed among the Ancient Philofophers, c-
ven of thefe who mamntain’d the Being
of a Gop, have thought Matter to be
Uncreated and Coeternal with him.
How great a Friend material Subftance
has been to Atheifts in all Ages, were
needlefs to relate.  All their monttrous
Syftems have fo vifible and neceflary a
dependence on 1t, that when this Cot-
ner-Stone 1s once remov’d, the whole
Fabrick cannot choofc but fall to the
Ground. infomuch that it 1s no long-
er worth while, to beftow a particular
Confideration on the Abfurdities of e-

very wretched Sect of Aiheifs.
§ 93. That Impious and Profanc Pet-

“fons, fhou'd readily fall in with thofe

Syftems, which favour their Inclinati-
ons, by deriding Immaterial Subftance,
and {uppofing the Soul to be Divifible,

‘and fubjeét to Corruption as the Bo-

dy, which exclude all Freedom, Intelli-
gence, and Defign from the Formation

of

il

e o o —————— S
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L  Part L of Human Knowlege. 139

¢ of Things, and 1nftead thcr_cof make a
Cg : Sclf-cxi{%cnt, Stupid,. U_nphmkmg Sub-
1~ | ftance the Root and Origine of all Be-
c- r ings. That they fhou'd hearken to thofe
ng who deny a Providence, or Infpection
be of a Superior Mind over the Affairs of
n. the World, attributing the whole Se-
ce ties of Events either to Blind Chance,or
e " Fatal Neceffity arifing from the Impulfe
us of one Body on another. All this is ve-
g | ry natural. And on the other hand,
= when Men of better Principles obferve
e the Encmies of Religion lay fo great a
he Strefs on Unthinking Matter ; and all of
8- them ufe fo much Induftry and Arafice
- to reduce every thing to 1t ; mcthlnks
C~ they fhou’d Rejoyce to fc:ethem De- :
priv’d of their grand Support, and dr1-
ven from that only Fortrefs, without
't | which your Epicureans, Hobbifts,and the

e .3 like. have not even the Shadow of a
[ '& l;rc;cnce, but become the moft cheap
B i and cafy Triumph 1n the World.

G »- i

o~ § 94. The Exiftence of Matter, or
li- ] Bodiv:::r unperceiv'd, has not only been
n 1  the main Support of Atheifls and Fata-
OF ' T 2 lIﬂS
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140 Of the Principles Part 1,

lifts, but on the Principle does Idolatry
Likewife in all its various Forms,depend.
Did Men but confider that the Sun,
Moon, and Stars and every other Ob-
jet of the Sénfes, arconly fo many Sen-
fations in their Minds, which have no
other Exiftence but barely being Per-
|| cev’d : Doubtlefs they wou’d never fall
I down, and worfhip their ‘own Ideas.

1Rl But rather addrefs their Homage to that

Erernar Invisise Mino which pro-
i | duces and fuftains all Things.

! 2.8 95. ‘The {ame abfurd Principle; by {
mingling it felf with the Arcicles of our _.
| Faith, has occafion’d no {fmall Difficul- 1 -
~ties to Chriftians. For Example, about
I the Refurreélion, how many Scruples and
! Objections have been raifed by Sociui-
 ans and Others ? But do not the moft r_
i plaufible of them depend on the {uppo-
i fition, that a Body 1s denominated the 3
fame, with regard not to the Form or
that which is perceiv’d by Senfe, bue the
Material Subftance, which remains the
fame under feveral Forms ? Take away
this Material Subftance, about the Iden-
| | tity

B R e @ T Tt e
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L | Part L. of Human Knowlege. 143

ry tity whereof all the Difpute is,and mean

o by Body what every plain, ordinary Pex-

n, fon means by that Word, »iz. that

b- | which 1s immediately Seen and Felt,

n- which 1s only a Combination of fenfi-

10 ble Qualities, or Ideas : And then their

e moft unanfwerable Objeétions come to -

all nothing. S |

as. :

lat § 96. Matter being once expell’d out i

0- of Nature,drags with 1t fo many Scep- | i
| tical and Impious Notions, fuch an in- B

| credible number of Difputes and puz-

by 1 hing Queftions, which have been Thorns

C I in the fides of Divines, as well as Phi-

ul- | lofophers, and made fo much fruitlefs

e | Work for Mankind ; that if the Argu-

nd | ments we have produced againtt it, are

ni- not found cqual to Demonftration (as

ot | to me they evidently feem) yec I am

0~ ' fure all Friends to Knowlege, Peace,

he . and Religion have reafon to wath they

or Wwere,

he "E g

he § 97. Befide the external Exiftence
ay of the Objects of Perception, another
n- | great Source of Errors and Difficulties,
ity with
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142 Of the Principles  Part 1.

with regard to Ideal Knowlege, 1s the

Do&rine of Abftrait Ideas, fuch as 1t

hath been fet forth in the Introduction.

The plaineft things in the World, thofe

we are moft intimately acquainted wich,
and perfe@ly know, when they are con-
fider'd in an Abftra& way, appear
ftrangely difficulc and incomprehenfi-
ble. Time, Place, and Motion, taken
in particular, or concrete, are what c-
very Body knows; but having pafied
thro’ the Hands of a Mertaphyfician,

they become too Abftract and Fine, to

be apprehended by Men of ordinary
Senfe. Bid your Servant meet you at
fuch a 7ime, n fuch a Place,and he fhall
ncver ftay to deliberate on the mean-
ing of thofe Words: In conceiving that
particular Time and Place, or the Mo-
tion by which he 1s to get thither, he
finds not the leaft Difficulcy. But if Zime
be taken, exclufive of all thofe particu-

lar Actions and Ideas that diverfific the

Day, meerly for the Continuation of
Exiftence, or Duration in Abftract, then
1t will perhaps Gravel even a Philofo-
pher to comprehend it.

§ 98. For

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [154] - 142
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1C : e -;

it § 8. For my own part, whenever I ¥

n. attempt to frame a fimple Idea of 7ime, I8

fe . abftracted from the fucceflion of Ideas

h, | in my Mind, which flows*uniformly, iE

A= | and 15 participated by all Beings, Iam 1

ar | loft and embrangled in inextricable Dif- |

fi~ | ficuleies. - I have no Notion of it at all, I8

N . only I hear others fay, it 1s infinitely Di- Iy

c- | vifible, and fpeak of 1t in fuchamanner, i

d | as leads me to harbour odd Thoughts IR

o, of my Exiftence: Since that Doctrine |

to lays one under an abfolute neceflity, of ‘ I

ty thinking, cither that he pafles away in- 14

at - numerable Ages without a Thought, or |

Ul clfe that heisannihilated every moment |

n- of his Life : Both which feem equally i

at abfurd. Time therefore being nothing,

o abftracted from the Succeflon of Ideas :

1 in our Minds, it follows, that the Du- {

ve ration of any Finite Spirit muft be efti- -

1- mated, by the Number of Ideasor Aéti-

e ons fucceeding €ach other, in that fame

>f Spirit or Mind.  Henceitis a plain Con- |

n fcquence that, the Soul always thinks : il

s And 1n truth whoever fhall go aboutto |
divide 1n his Thoughts, or abftra& the

bl Exiftence

O O O
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144  Of the Principles Part 1.

Exiftence of a Spirit from its Cogitation
will, I believe, find it no eafy Task.

§ 99. So likewife, when we atcempt
to abftrac Extenfion and Motion, from
all other Qualitics, and confider them
by themfelves;, we prefently lofe fight
of ’em, and run into greac Extravagan-
cies. Hence fpringthofe odd Paradoxes,
that the Fireis not Hot, nox the Wall White,
&c. or that Heat and Colour are in the
Objeéts, nothing but Figure and Moti-
on. All which depend on a two-fold
Abftraction: Firft ic is fuppofed that Ex-
tenfion, for exa e, may be abftracted
from all other fenfible Qualitics; and
Secondly, that the Entity of Extenfion,
may be abftracted from its being Per-
ceiv'd. But whoever thall refle¢t; and

take care to underftand what he fays,

will, if I miftake not, acknowlege that
all fenfible Qualities are alike Senfations,
and alike Real, that where the Extenfion
1s, there is the Golour too, 4. €. mn his
Mind, and that their Archetypes, can
exilt only in fome other Mind. And
that the Objects of Senfe are nothii)ng

ut
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4 Part I. of Human Knowlege. 145 g
ion but thofe Senfations combin'd, blended iF
ot (if onemay fofpeak) concreted toge-
ther : None of all which can be fuppos’d

1pt to Exift unperceiv’d. And that, confe-

m | quently, the Wall is as cruly White, as

:m | it is Extended, and in the fame Senfc.

;gf | §’ 100. What it is for a Man to be | e
€s | Happy, or an Objeé Good, every one |
e, | may think he knows. Burt to framecan

the Abftragk Idea of Happinefs, prefcinded

from all particular Pleafure, or of Good-

;tlz | nefs, from cvery thing thatis Good, this | i

ix- | is what few can pretend to. So like- I

-ed wife, a Man may be Juft and Virtuous,

nd | without having precife Ideas of Fuftice

on, | and Virtue. The opinion that thofe and the

o & like Words, ftand for General Notons

st abftracted fromall particularPerfonsand

¥s, " Actions,feems to have render’d Morali- I8

jat ty very difficult, and the Study thercof |- 4

715 of {mall ufe to Mankind. And, ;n_cﬁ'c&, | A

ot | ane may make a great progrefs 1n Scbool- B

his | Ethics, without ever being the wifer or 1

‘an better Man for it, or knowing how to - |

nd behave himfelf in the affairs of Life,

ng more to the Advantage of himfelf, or

ut U his
O O O
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146 Of vhe Principles Part |,
hisNeighbours, thanhe did before. This

Doctrine of dbflraélion, has not a litde

contributed, rowards {poiling the moft

ufeful Parts of Knowlege. ;

1o1. The two great Provinces of
Speculauve Science, converfant abou
Ideas receiv'd from Senfe, are Natural
Philofophy and Mathematics; withregard

fervacions. And fielt I thall fay fomewhat
of Natural Philofophy. On this Subject
it 1s, that the Sceptics trumph: Al
k of Arguments they produce
to depreciatc our Faculties, and make
Mankind appear Ignorant and Low, are
drawn prncipally from chis Head,
namely, that we are under an Invinci-
ble Blindnefs, as to the Zize and Real
Naturc of Things. Thistheycxaggerate,
and love to enlarge on. We are mife-
rably Banter'd, fay they, by our Senfgs,
and amus’d only with che Outfide and
Shew of Things. The real Eflence, the
internal. Qualities, and Conftitution
of cverythe meancft Object, 1s hid from

our

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [158] - 146




L Part L. of Human Knowlege. 147
1s ' our view; fomething there .iS, 1n every
¥ | drop of Water, cvery grain of Sand,
le . which it is beyond the Power of Hu-
it man Underftanding, to Fathom or Coms

? prehend.  But it is evident from what

has been fhewn, that all this Complaint

of is groundlefs, and that we are influcn-
bt ced by Falfe Principles, to thatdegree as
al to muftruft our Senfes, and think we
«d know nothing, of thofc things which
>- we perfe@tly comprehend.
at ol
¢t § 102. One great Inducement, to
1 our pronouncing our fclves Ignorant of
he the Nature of Things, is, the current O-
ce pinion that every thingincludes withinit
L felf, the Caufe of its Propertics: Or that
d, there is in éach Objeé&, an inward Ef-
- fence, which 1s the Source whence its
al difcernible Qualities flow, and whercon
% they depend.  Some have pretended to
Ny account for Appearancesby Occult Qua-
S, lities, but of late they are moftly refoly-
d ed into Mechamcal Caufes. 2z, the Fi-
© gure, Motion, Weight, @e. of 1nfenfi-
n ble Particles : Whereas, in truth, there
s is no other Agent or Efficient Caufethan
® U2 Spirit,
O g
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148  Of the Principles  Part I,
Spirit, it being evident, that Motion, as
well as all other Ideas, is perfectly Inert.
vid, Seft. XXV. Hence, to endeavour
to explain the producion of Colours,
Sounds, ¢o¢c. by Figure, Motion, Mag-
nitude and the like, muft needs be la-
bour in vain. And accordingly, we fee
the Attempts of that Kind, are not at
all fatisfatory. Which may be faid, n
general, of thofe Inftances, wherein one
Idea or Quality 1s aflign’d for the Caufe
of another. I need not fay, how many
Hypothefes and Speculations are left out,

and how much the ftudy of Nature 1s
Abridged. by this Derine.

§ 103. The great Mechanical Princi-
ple now in Vogue is Attraftion. That
a Stone falls to the Earth, or the Sea
{wells towards the Moon, may to fome
appear {ufficiently explain’d thereby. But
how are we Enlighten’d by being told
this is done by Ateraction? Is it that,
that Word fignifies the manner of the
Tendency, and that it is by the mutual
drawing of Bodies, inftead of their be-
ing impell'd or protruded towards cach

other ?

MNIEDERSACHSISCHE LAND
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3 Part I of Human Knowlege. 149
s other ? But nothing is determin’d of
€. the Manner or A¢tion, and it may as
I ceuly (for ought we know) be termed
5, Impulfe ox Protrufionas Attraflion. Again, ,
3- the Parts of Steel we fee cohere firmly
1- together, and this alfo is accounted for
-e by Attra&ion; but in this, as in the o-
at ther Inftances, I do not perceive, that a-
in ny thing is fignified befides the Effeét it
1€ felf ; for as to the manner of the A¢tion
{e | whereby it is produced, or the Caufe
W which produces it, thefe are not fo much
1t, ‘ as aim’d at. | :
1S

§ 104. Indeed, if we takeaview of the
: {everal Phenomena, and compare them
1= together, we may obferve fome likenefs
at and conformity betweenthem. ForEx.-
ea ample, in the Falling of a Stone to the
B Ground, IntheRifing of the Sea towards
ut the Moon, mn Cohefion, Cryftallization,
Id ¢o¢. there 1s fomething alike, namely an

It, Union or Mutual Approach of Bodies,
he . So that any onc of thefe,or che like Phe-
al nomena, may not {eem Strange, or Sur-
c- prifing, to a Man woh has nicely ob-
-h ferv’d and compar’d the Effeéts of Na-
§ 2 ! : g R ture,

cm 1 2 3

»
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150  Of the Principles Part I, S

ture. For that only is thought fo which
is uncommon, or a thing by it felf, and

il out of the ordinary Courfe of our Ob- L
il fervation. 'That Bodies fhouw’d tend to- lc
AU wards the Center of the Earth, is not A
| thought ftrange, becaufe ’tis whar we ¢ &
i perceive every moment of our Lives. P %
il But that they fhow’d have a like Gravi- pi
aal | tation towards the Center of the Moon, ek
iy | may feem odd and unaccountable to n
Hy moft Men, becaufe 1t’s difcern’d only fig
i | in the Tides. But a Philofopher, whofe al
Thoughts take in-a larger compafs of W
i Nature, having obferv’d a certain fimi- B
1 | litude of Appearances,as well in the Hea- ra
| vens as the Earth, that argue innumera- gl
a2 ble Bodies to have a mutual Tendency g
H | towards each other, which he denotes - w
i by the general Name Astraltion, what- fo
- ever can be reduced to that he thinks €
juftly accounted for. Thus he explains fe
the Tides, by the Attraction of the Tet- .
{ raqueous Globe towards the Moon, X ‘,L n
; which to him does not appear odd or W
| anomalous, but only a particular Exam- a
ple of ‘a general Rule or Law of Na- w
ture. . )

§ 105. If |
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h '
d §. 105. If, therefore, we confider the
> Difference there is betwixt Natural Phi-
o lofophers, and other Men, with regard
. | to therr Knowlege of the Phenomena,wee
A - ihall find it confifts, not in an exaéter
gk - Knowlege of the efficient Caufe that
is produces them, for that can be no o-
n, ther than the Will of a Spirit, bue only
o i a greater Largenefs of Comprehen-
y fion, whereby Analogies, Harmonies,
e and Agreernents are difcover'd in the
i Works of Nature, and the particular -
i - Effects explain’d, i e. reduced to gene-
. ral Rules, vid. Seft. LXII. which Rules
- grounded on the Analog ,and Uniform-
'y nefs obferv’d in the Production of Na-
b tugal Effects, are moft agreeable, and
- fought after by the Mind, for that they
2 extend our Profpeét beyond what is pre-
18 fent, and near to us, and enable us to
& . make very probable Conjectures;touch-
), %J, ing Things that may have happen'd at
it very great diftances of Time and Place,
= as well as to predict Things to come;
G which for¢ of Endeavour towards Om-
ifcience, 1s much affected by the Mind.
[f f : § 106. Bur
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152 . Of the Principles Part I

§ 106. But we fhou’d proceed wari-
ly in fuch Things, for we are apt to
lay too great a Strefs on Analogies, and
to the prejudice of Truth, humour that |
Eagernefs of the Mind, whereby ic is
carried to extend 1ts Knowlege into ge-
neral Theoremes. For Example, In the
bufinefs of Gravitation,or mutual Attra-
étion, becaufe it appears in many In-
ftances, fome arc ftraightway for pro-
nouncing it Univerfal ; and that to At-
tralt, and be Attralled by, every other Bo-
-dy is an Effential Quality, inberent in all
Bodies whatfoever. Whereas, its evident
the Fix’'d Stars have no fuch Tendency
s towards cachother ; and fo far is that
. Gravitation, from being E/ffential to Bo-
| dies, that, n fome Inftances a quite
| . contrary Principle feems to thew it felf: |
| Asin thePerpendicular Growthof Plants, |
I and the Elafticity of the Air. Thereis |
,l | nothing Neceflary or Effential in the '
’ }l Cafe, but itdepends intirely on the Will 1

| of the Governing Spirit, who caufes cer-
],. tain Bodies to cleave together, or tend

E “towards each other, according to vari-
,'( ous
lI
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Part L of Human Knowlege. 15 g

ous Laws ; whilt he keeps others ar a
fix’'d Diftance ; and to fome he gives a
quite contrary Téndency to fly afun-
der, juft, as he fees convenient.

~ § 107. After what has been premis'd, -
I think we may lay down the follow-
ing Conclufions.  Firft, "Tis plain, Phi-
lofophers amufe themfelves in vain, when
they inquire for any Natural, Efficient
Caufe, ditin& from a Mind or Spirit.
Secondly, Confidering the whole Crea-
tion is the Workmanthip of a Wife and
Good Agent, 1t thow’d feem to become
Philofophers, to employ their Thoughts
(contrary to what fomc hold) abou |
the Final Caufes of Things : For be-
fides that this wou’d prove avery pleafing
Entertainment to the Mind, 1t mighe
be of great Advantage, in that it not
only difcovers to us the Atwributes of
the CreaToR, but may alfo direct us
in feveral Inftances to the proper Ufes
and Applications of Things; and I muft
confefs, I fec no rcafon, why pointing
out the various Ends, to which Natural

Things are adapted, and for which they
X were
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154  Of the Principles Part L.
were originally, with unfpeakable Wif-
dom, contriv'd, fhou’d not be thought
one good way of accounting for them,
and altogether worthy -a Philofopher.
Thirdly, from what has been premis’d
10 reafon can be drawn, why the Hi-
ftory of Nature fhou’d not ftill be ftu-
died, and Obfervations and Expcriments
made, which, that they arc,of ufe to
Mankind, and enable us to draw any

general Conclufions, is not the Refuleof

any immutable Habitudes, or Relati-
ons between Things themfelves, but on-
ly of Gops Goodnefs and Kindnefs to
Men,in the Adminiftration of the World.
vid. Seét. XXX and XXXI. Fourthly, By
a diligent: Obfervation of the Phenome-
»a within our View, we may difcover
the general Laws of Nature, and from
them deduce the other Phanomena, 1 do
not {ay Demonftrate ; for all Deductions

of that kind, depend on a Suppofition

that the Author of Nature always ope-
rates uniformly, and in a conftant ob-
- fervance of thofe Rules, we take for
Principles : Which we cannot evident-

ly know.
| - § 108 It

pmumpmumpmumpmumpmumpmumpmumpmum“mumpmumpmumpm
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- | '

sht 108. It appears from Selt, LXVI,
m, @'c‘.gthat the fteady, confiftent Mcthods
o~ of Nature, may not unfitly be Stiled the
s'd | Language of its Author, whereby he dif-
Hi- " covers his Attributes to our View, and
tu- directs us how to act for the Conveni-
nts ence and Felicity of Life. And to me,
to thofe Men who frame General Rules
any from the Phenomena,and afterwards de-
tof rive the Phenomena from thofe Rules,
atl- 8§ feem to be Grammarians, and their Art
on- the Grammar of Nature. Two ways
to : there are of Learning a Language, ci-
cld. | ther by Rule or by Practife: A Man
By | may be well read in the Language of
26- | of Nature, without uqd'crﬁandmg the
ver f Grammar of it, or being able to fay,
om by what Rule a Thing 1s fo or {o. And
do | as “tis very poffible to Write Improper-
ons : ly, thro’ too Atrict an Obfervance of
ion ' General Grammar-rules: So 1n Ix,rg;ulng
pe- | from General Laws of Nature, 'tis not
ob- e- impoflible we may ftretch the Analogy
for | too far,and by that means run mnto Mi-
2nt- ftakes.
it | X3  § 1240
O O
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156  Of the Principles  Pare 1,

§ 109. To carry on the refemblance,
as 1n reading other Books, a Wifc Man
will chufe to fix his Thoughts, on the
Senfe and apply 1t to Ufe, rather than

lay them out in Grammatcal Remarks

on the Langtiage; {o in perufing the Vo-
lume of Nature, mechinks it is beneach
the Dignity of the Mind, to affett an
Exa&nefs, in reducing cach particular
Phanomenon to general Rules, or thew
how it follows from them. We fhou'd
propofe toour felvesnobler Views,name-
ly to recreate and exalt the Mind, with

apaﬁfp&ét of the Beauty, Order, Extent,

and Varicty of Natural Things : Hence,
by proper Inferences, to enlarge our No-
tionsof the Grandeur, Wifdom, and Be-
neficence of the CreaTor : And laftly,
to make the feveral Parts of the Creati-
on, fo far as in us lies, fubfervient tothe
Ends they weredefign’d for, Gops Glo-
ry, and the Suftentation and Comfort
of our Sclves and Fellow-Creatures,

§ 110.The beft Grammar of the kind
we are {peaking of, will be eafily ac-
| know-

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [168] - 156
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L Part L. of Human Knowlege. 157 |
knowleg'd to be a Treatife of Mecha-

ce, _ nics, demonftrated and applicd to Na- -
an wure, by a Philofopher of a Neighbous-, |
the : ing Nation whom all the World Ad~"""
1an - mire. I fhall not take upon me to
ks 4 make Remarks, on the Performance of
7o~ | that Extraotdimary Perfon : Only fome
ath | Things he has advanced, fo direétly op-

an it pofite to the Doctrine we have hitherto
dar B laid down, that we fhou'd be wanting,
ew n the regard duc to the Authority of
wd ~ {o great a Man, did we not take fome
ne- | notice of them. In ‘the Entrance of
rith that juftly admired Treatife, Time,
ent, Space and Motion, are diftinguithed (
1ce, into Abfolute and Relative, True and Ap-
No- %are_mt, Mathematical and Vulgar : Which
Be- iftinction, as it is at large explain’d
tly, by the Author,does fuppofe thofe Quan-
ati= tities 0 have an Exiftence without the
the | Mind : And that they are ordinarily
o 1§ conceiv'd with relation to fenfible
fort Things, to which neverthelefs, in theiy
3 ¢  ownNature,they bearno Relationac a]],
and ' § I11. As for Ti}_ﬂé, as it i$ there tas
ac- ken 1n an abfolute or abftracted Senfe,
W 2 " | | for
O i
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Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [169] - 157




‘|II|||II|||I||||I||||I||||I|I||I|I[Ii|[‘1III|I||||I|I||I|I||I|I||||I||||I||||I|||II|||II|||II|||II|||I||||I||||I||||i|i‘1Hl|I|||‘I|I||I|I||I|I||I|I||I|I||||I||||I|
3 1 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

ch.

1

z

GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK
.

| 158  Of the Principles Part I

for the Duration' or Perfeverance of the

. Exiftence of Things, I have nothing

more to add conccrning it, after what
has been already faid, on that Subjeét.
For thereft, thisCelebrated Author holds
there is an Abfolute Space, which, being
unperceivable to Senfe, remains in icfelf
imilar and immoveable : AndReélative
Space to be the meafure thefeof, which
being moveable, and defin’d by its Si-
tuation ir¥ refpect of Senfible Bodies, 1
vulgarly taken for Immoveable Space.
Place heDefines, tobe that Partof Space

which is occupicd by any Body. And
according as the Space 1s Abfolute or

" Relative, fo alfo 1s the Place.  Abfolute

Motion is faid to be the Tranflation of a
Body, from Abfolute Place to Abfolute
Place, as Relative Motion is, from onc

Relative Place to another. Now becaufe

the Parts of Abfolute Space, do not fall
ander our Senfes, inftead of them weare

obliged to ufe their Senfible Meafures -

And fo define both Place and Motion
with refpect to Bodies, which we re-
gard asimmoveable. But 1t 1s {aid, 1

Philofophical Marters we muft Abftract
¥ : frpm
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Na | from our Senfes, fince it may be, that
18 | none of thofe Bodies, which feem tobe
it i quicfcent, are truely fo : And the fame
%. | thing which 1s mov'd Relatively, maybe
ds really at reft.  As likewife one and the
'8 fame Body may be in Relative Reft and
If E Motion, or even mov’d with contrary
ve g Relative Motions, At the fame time, ac-
ch | cording as its place 1s varioufly defin’d.
i | All which Ambiguity 1s to be found in
a3 the apparent Motions, but not at all in
83 | the truc orabfolute, whichfhou’d there-
- | fore he alone regarded in Phil8fophy.
ad And the True, we are told, are diftin-
s guith'd from Apparent or Relative Moti-
ite ons, by the followingProperties. Firft, In
Fa 2 True or Abfolute Motion, all Parts which

preferve the fame Pofition with refpeé

';Z to the Whole, partake of the Motions of

W the Whole. Sccondly, The Place being

Y moved, that which is placed therein is

¥ | alfo mov'd : So that a Body moving in

g a place which 1s in Motion, doth parti-

a6 | cipate the Motionof jts Place.  Thirdly,

5 | TrueMotionis never generated or chang-

X | ed, otherwifc then by Force imprefled

& ~ .ontheBodyitfclf. Fourthly, True Mo-

o | | tion
)
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160 Of the Principles Part I
tion is always changed, by Forcc 1m-
preficdon the Body moved. Fifthly, In
Circular Motion barely Relauve, there
is no Centrifugal Force, whichneverthe-
lefs 1 that wg?ch 1s True or Abfolute,
is proportional to the Quantity of Mo-
tion. -

§ tr2. Butnotwithftanding whathas
been faid, Imuft confefs, itdoces not ap-
pear to me, that there can be any Mo-
tion other than Relative; So thattocon-
ceive Motion, there muftbeatleaft con-
ceived two Bodies, whereof the Di-
ftance or pofition in regard to cach o-
ther 1s varted. Hence 1f there was one
only Body 1 being, 1t cou’d not pofli-
bly bec mov’d. This to me feems very
evident, in that the Idea I have of Mo-
tion does necefarily involve relation it.
Whether others can conceive it other-
wife, alictle Attention may fatisfic them.

§ 113. But tho’ in evety Motion, it
be neceflary to conceive more Bodies
than ‘one, yet it may be that onc only

4s moved, namely that on which the Force

caufing

6 7 8 g 1 Ll 13 14 15
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caufing the change, in the Diftance or |
| Situation of the Bodies, is imprefled.

e For however fome may define Relative fl
% Motion, f{o as to term that Body mov'd,
- which changes its Diftance from fome i
& | other Body, whether the Force caufing I
! that Change were impreffed on 1t, or i
| no: YetrI can’t aflent to thus, for fince it
18 | we are told, Relative Motion is that it
3o | which is perceiv’d by Senfe, and regard- il
I~ cd in the ordinary Affairs of Life, it fol- - 1l
e | lows that eévery Man of common Senfe i
= . knows what it is, as well as thé beft th
i | Philofopher: Now I ask any one, whe-
0- | ther in his Senfe of Motion, as he |
ne walks along the Streets, the Stones he |
— pafles over may be faid o move, be- 1
£y -' caufc they change Diftance with his |
B | Feet? To me it appears, that thé Lk
i, | Motion includes a Reclation of one
- | thing to another, yet it is not nec- i
% | effary, that cach term of the Rela-
tion be denominated from it. As a
. Man may think of fomewhat which 18
= docs not think, fo a2 Body may be mov- ‘
y ¢d to, or from, another Body which i
ce - which is not, thercfore, it felf in Moti- 1
(| ;E
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il 162 - Of vhe Principles Part 1. | P
il on, I mean Relative Motion, for other I i
Il : am not able to conceive. B¢
R ' ; : : or
Hi § 114. As the PlaCC'happc:ns to be ' fai
: varioufly defin’d, the Motion which is X
related to it varics. A Man in a Ship At
18l may befaid to be Quicfcent, with rela- | all
il | tion to the fides of the Veflel, and yet | C:
i | move, with relation to the Land. Or | M
! he may move Eaftward in refpe¢t of | to
| “the one, and Weftward in refpect of uf
the other. * In the common Affairs of lo
f *' Life, Men never go beyond the Earth, de
. to define the place of any Body : And | Ex
i what is q,u:efc%gsc{' t of that, is | it.
i | accounted abfolutely to be fo.  Bue Phi- | M
i lofophers, who have a greater Extent B
I of Thought, and jufter Notions of the tit
i Syftem of Things, difcover even the efl
ik Earth it felf to be moved. In order nc
| therefore to fix their Notions, they feem fo
-i to conceive the Corporeal World as '
| Finite, and the utmoft, unmoved Walls
* or Shell thereof to be the Place, where- M
| by they eftimate True Motions. If we 1t
found our own Conceptions, I believe {o
| - we may find all the Abfolute Motion fe
‘ | we I
!

i
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we can frame an Ideca of, to be at
Bottom no other than Relative Mot~
on thus defined. For as I have already

be faid, abfolute Motion exclufive of all
is external Relation is incomprehenfible;
ip And to this kind of Relauve Motion,
la- all the above-mention’d Propertics,
ret Caufes, and Effects aferibed to Abfolute
Or Motion will, if T miftake not, be found
of, 3 toagree. As to what is faid of the Cen-
of tifugal Force, that it does not at all be-
of long to Circular, Relative Motion : I
th | do not fee how this follows from the
nd | Experiment which 1s brought to prove
is | it. See Philofophie Naturalis Principia
hu- | Mathematica, p. 9. in Schol. Def. VIIL
nt '~ For the Water in the Veflel, at that
the ’ time whereinit is faid to have the great-
he cft Relative, Circular Motion,has, I think,
ler | no Motion at all : Asis plain from the
'm foregoing Section.
as
As § 115. For, to denominate a Body
re- Moved, 1t is requifite, firft, thatit change
Ve its Diftance or Situation with regard to
Ve 3 fome other Body, Sccondly, that the
on forge occafioning that Change be im-
ve | 13 preficd
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prefledonit.  If either of thefe be want-
ing, Ido not think that agreecably to the
Senfe of Mankind, or the Propricty of
Language, a Body can be faid to be in
Motion. I grant, indeed, that it is pof-
fible for us to think a Body, which we
fee changeits Diftance from fome other,
to be moved, tho’ it have no force im-
prefled onit, (in which Senfethere may
be apparent Motion,) but then it 1s, be-
caufe the Force caufing the change of Di-
ftance, 15 1magin’d by us to beimprefs’d
onthat Body thought to move. Which,
indeed, thews we arc capable of miftak-
mg a thing to be in Motion which is
not, butdocsnot prove that, inthe com-
mon acceptation of Motion, a Body is
moved meerly becaufe it changes Di-
ftance from another; fince as foon as
we arc undecerv’d, and find that the
moving ‘Force was not communicated
to it, we no longer hold it to be mov-
ed. So on the other hand, when one
only Body (the Parts whereof preferve a
given Pofition between themfelves) s

mmagin'd to Exift; fome there are who

think that itican be moved all manner

of

B SR IR = 0 = s O = P — it )
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of ways, tho’ without any change of

the Diftance or Situation to any other Bo-

of dies; which we thou’d not deny, if they
. 1n meant only that it might have an im-
of- prefled Force, which, upon the bare crea-
we. . tion of other Bodies, wou'd produce a
B 4 Motion of any certain Quantity and De-
m- termination.  But that an a@ual Moti-
1ay on (diftinét from the impreffed Force,
be- or Power produétive of Change of Place
Di- 1n cafe there were Bodies prefent where-
’d by to define it) can Exift in fuch a fin-
ch, gle Body, I muft confefs T am not able
ak- to comprehend. |
1 1S -
m- § 116. From what has been faid, it
Di- - tion of Motion, does not imply the be.
as ing of an Abfolute Space, diftin& from
the that which 1s percerv’d by Senfe, and
ed related to Bodies : Which that it cannot
V= Exift without the Mind, is clear upon
ne the fame Principles, that demonftrate
=4 the like of all other Objeéts of Senfe,
is And, perhaps, if we inquire narrowly
ho mto the Matter, we fhall find we can-
or . not cven frame an Idea of Pure Spare,
of * ‘ exclu=
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d | } exclufive of all Body. * ThisI muft con- sl
i fefs, 1s above my Capacity, as being a Se
i moft Abftract Idea. When Iexcitea | of
| Motion in fome part of my Body, if it - w
be Free or without Refiftance I {ay there ' of
" is Space : But if I find a Refiftance, then by
18 I fay there 1s Body : and in proportionas Vi
R the Refiftanceto Motion islefler or greac-
i er, I fay the Space is more or lefs Pure.
1t So that when I fpeak of pure or empty i] to
ol Space, it is not to be fuppofed, that the | D
| | Wotd Space ftands for an Idea diftinck ch
i 3 from, or conceivable without Body P1
i 1] and Motion. Tho’ indeed, we arcapt rif
i tothink, every Noun Subftantive {tands : th
it fora diftinct dca, that may be feparac- fa
Mk ed from all others : Which has occafi- &
i - on’d infinite Miftakes. When therefore du
H fuppofing all the World to be Annihi- P 5
i lated befides my own Body, I fay there | th
Kl ftill remains Pure Space : Thereby no- | cr
i thing clfe 1s meant, but only that Icon- bl
il ceive it poflible, for the Limbs of my ; th
i Body to be mov'd on all fides, without y” It
& the leaft Refiftance: But if that too were w
il Annihilated, then there cou’d be na frq
i Motion, and confequently no Space, | ce
i ' o

1_1 {1
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Some, perhaps, may think the Senfe of

Seeing does furnith ’em with the Idea
+ | of Pure Space; butitisplain from what

it we have elfewhere fhewn, that the Ideas
re of Space and Diftance are not obtain’d
:n by that Senfe.  See the Effay concerning
as Vifion. 7]

t,? L d i

e | § 117. Whatishere laid down feems
ty . to puc an end, to all thofe Difputes, and
1€ | Difficulties, thathave {prung upamongft
% the Learned concerning the nature of
ly Pure Space. But the chief Advantage a-
ot rifing from it, 1s, that we are freed from
ds | that dangerous Dilemma, to which feve-
i ral, who have imploy’d their Thoughts
- on that Subject, imagine themfclves re-
re | duced. iz, of thinking either that Reg]
i- Spaceis Gop, or elfe that there is fome-
ce - thing befide Gop which is Eternal, Un-
- . created, Infinite, Indivifible, Immuta-
n- ble, e Both which may juftly be
1y ,‘_ thought pernicious and abfurd Notions,
at | It 1s certain that not a few Divines, as
te | well as Philofophers of great Note,haye,
o I from the Difficulty they found in con-
- i

cetving, either Limits or Annihilation
| of
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e 168  Of the Principles PartI. | P
A of Space, concluded it muft be Divine, Ar
Rl And fome of late, have fec themfelves | co
il e particularly to fhew, the Incommuuic_:a- L 1

i7 1 ble Attributesof Gop agree toit. Which / Sc

i Do&rine, how unworthy foever 1t may | T

R " feem of the Divine Nature, yet, I muit | pa
| IR confefs, I do not Sec how we can get | th
| l  clear of 1t, fo long as we adhere tothe by

e receiv'd Opinions. W
H 1: , : cij

e i ~§ 118. Hitherto of Natural Philofo- . no

[ RINE phy : We come now to make fome In- iy

| quiry concerning that other great Branch Es

| of Speculative Knowlege, wiz. Matbe- _an
matics.  Thefe, how Celebrated foever tc

| f they may be, for their clearnefs and cer- =l

il tainty of Demonftration, which ishard- th

i | ly any where clfe to be found, cannot an
it neverthelefs be fuppos’d altogether free Br
i from Miftakes, iffobethat 1n their Prin- pe

| | ciples there lurks fome feerec Error, ly

; ‘ which is common to the ?rofc{for_s of ar;

¥ |l thofe Sciences with the reft of Mankmd. 3 ; Gi

| Mathematicians, tho’ they deduce their J&
Theorems from a great Hexght Of. EYI- 3
| dence, yet their firft Principles are limit- |
« i ed by the confideration of Quantity @ s
E | [ | And
LR
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‘ne. And they do notafcend 1nto any Inquiry i
ves | concerning thofe Tranfcendental Max- J
ca- | ims, which influence all the particular it
ich / Sciences, eachPart whereof, Mathema- “-
2y tics not excepted, ~does confequently |
uit i| participate of the Errors involved in i
zet | them. That the Principles laid down %F
the | by Mathematicians are true, and their i

way of Deduction from thofe Prin- ’
ciples clear and inconteftable, we do |
fo- | not deny. But we hold, there may be

[n- certain . Erroncous Maxims of greater

ich Extent than the Object of Mathematics,

he- and, for that reafon, not exprefly men- |
ver “tion’d, tho’ tacitly fuppofed throughout N |
cr- ~the whole progzefs of that Science ; and e
rd- that the ill effects of thofe fecret, uncx- "i.
10t amin’d Errors are diffufed thré all the i
ree Branches thereof. To be plain, we fuf

i pectthe Mathematicians are nolefsdeep-

or, ly concern’d than other Men,in the Errors

of & arifing from the Docrine of Abftratt,

nd. L General Ideas, and the Exiftence of Ob-

eit | je€ts without the Mind.

vie :

be ; § 119. Arithmetic has been thought
vy @ to have for its Object, Abftract Ideas of
nd ' Z Number,
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170 Of the Principles Part 1.
Number, Of which to underftand the
Properties and mutual Habitudes, is
fuppofed no mean part of Speculative
Knowlege. The Opinion of the pure

and intelleGual Nature of Numbers in

Abftra¢t, has made ’em in efteem with
thofe Philofophers, who feem to have
affeted an uncommon Finenefs and
Elevation of Thought.It hath fet a Price
on the moft trifling Numerical Specula-
tions, which 1 practice are of no ufe,
but ferve only for Amufement. And
hath heretofore fo far infected the Minds
of fome, that they have dreamt of migh-
ty Myfieries involve
actempred the Explication of Natural
Things by them. But if we narrowly
inquireintoour own Thoughts, and con-
fider what has been premifed, we may
perhaps entertainalow Opinion of thofe
high Flights and Abftractions, and look
on all Inquiries about Numbers, only
as fo many difficiles nuga, fo far as they
are not {ubfervient to practife, and pro-
mote the benefit of Lifes |

~ § 120, Unity in Abftra@ we have

5

before

6 7 8 4 1 1L 1
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: ore confider’d vid. Seft. XHL from |
hii E:ifich and what has been faid in the In- l
Ve sroducion, it plainly follows, there is |
ire aot any fuch Idea. But Number being 1§ |
R defin’d a Collettion of Unites, we may con- it
ith clude that, if there be no {uch thing as | |
e Unity or Unite in Abftrag, there are no || |
nd | Ideas of Number in Abftract denoted i
ice © o by the Numeral Names and Figures, H
la- The Theories, therefore, in Arithmetic, i
fe, | if they arc abftracted from the Names il
nd and Figures, as likewifc from alPUfe . J
1ds and Practice, as well as from the parc- i
th- cular things number’d, can be fuppofed i;
nde to have nothing at all for their Object, l
ral Hence we may fee, how intirely the i
rly Science of Numbers is fubordinate to 1
me 3 Practice, and how jejunc and trifling it
ay becomes, when confider’d: as a matter
e of meer Speculation.
ok :
ly § r21. However; fince there may be
ley . fome, who, deluded by the fpecious
0- Shew of Difcovering Abftracted Veritics,

| wafte theit time in Arichmetical Theo-

remesand Problemes, whichhave not a=

Yo 9 ny Ufe : Io-will not be amifs, if wemore
e | SR fully
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172 Of tfae,‘]’finciples Part 1. | P
| ~ fully confider, and expofe the Vanity of gt
1§ that Pretence 5 And this will plainly ap- N
R pear, by taking a view of Arithmeticin ip
T E | its Infancy, and obferving what it was te
| that originally put Menon the Study of ot
il that Science, and to what Scope they di- Fi
(i “ i rected it. Teis natural to think thatatfirft, B
{0l Men, for cafc of Memory and help of th
A Computation, madeufe of Counters, or ec
| mn writing of Single Stroaks, Points or vi
! thelike,each whereof wasmade to figni- Fi
ity 1 fican Unite 7. e. fomeone thing of what- 1n
i 4E ever Kind they had occafion to reckon. re
| f Aft_erwagls, they fo;?d out the more N

i | compendious ways, of makingone Cha-
i rzi&c%ﬁémd in-;ﬁcc 'otg%&%k;?agl Strg:akgfs, th
il | or Points. And laftly, the Notation of ki
the Arabians or Indians came into ufe, di
it | ‘wherein by the repetition of a few Cha- ft
([l racters or Figures, and varying the Sig. th
{AHRE nification of each Figureaccording to the tt
1 the place it obtains; all Numbers may S
1§ be moft apdy exprefs’d ; Which feems i
11 S to have been done in Imitation of it
' il Language, fothatan exa&t Analogy is b
(1Sl - obferv’'d béewixt the Notation by Fi- n
it | - gures, and Names, the nine fimple Fi- &
i o

i | '
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of gures anfwering the ninc firt numeral
ap- Names, and Places i the former’ corre-
v 8 fponding to Denominations in the lat-
vas @ ter. And agrecably to thofe Conditi-
7of ons of the fimple and:'local Value of
di- - Figures, were contrived Methods of find-
rft, ~1ing from the given Figures or Marks of
» of the Pares, what Figures and how plac-
, OF ed, are proper to denote the whole or
or wice verfa. And having found the fought
ni- Figures, the fame Rule or Analogy be-
at- ing obfervid throughout, it is eafy to
on. read them into Words; and fo the
Jre Number becomes perfealy known. For
ha- then the Number . of any particular
ks, Things 15 faid to be known, when we
of know the Name or Figures (with cheir
ife, due arangement) that according to the
1a- ftanding Analogy belong to them. For
ig= thefe Signs being known, we can by
‘he the Operations of Arithmetic, know the
ay Signsof any Part of theparticular Sums
ns fignified by them 5 and thus computing
of 1 Signs, (becaufe of the connexion efta-
is blif'd berwixt them and the diftina
1 multitudes ‘of Things, whereof one is
e taken for an Unite, we may be: able
(& |

rightly
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. ¥74  Of the Principles Part 1. Ps
| tightly to fum Up, Divide, and Propor- ol
{' tion the things Themfelves that we in- bl
i tend to Number. _ %l;
. § 122. In Arithmetic, therefore, we  for
i ! regard not the Things byt the Signs, | an
which neverthelefs are not regarded for b
their own fake, but becaufe they direct on
us how to act with relation to Things, | fpe
; and difpofe rightly of them. Now a- | up
i greeably to what we have before ob-- ve
Rl - ferv'd, of words m general (vid. Seét. |

| XIX Introd.) it happens here likewife,
that abftra¢t Ideas are thought to befig- | to
nified by Numeral Names or Charact- | jed
ers, while they do not fuggeft Ideas of bl
I pasticular Things to our Minds. I fhall ex
not at prefent, enterintoa more particu- | or
| lar Differtationon this Subjet, bue only | Sc
ebferve that 1t’s evident from what has ve
been faid, thofe Things which pafs for ab- | W
fract Truths and Theorems concerning - ne
Numbers, ate, 1 reality, converfant a- 5 fta
bout no Objeét diftinét from particular | CL
numerable Things, except only Names th
and: Chara@ers, which onginally came L
to. be: confiderd, on no other ac- al

. o count
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or- | count 'but their being Signs, or capa-
in- ble to reprefent aptly, whatever parei=
cular Things Men had need to compute. il
| Whence 1t follows, that to ftudy them il
we | for their own fake wou’d be juft aswife, ' E :
s, ~ and to as good purpofe, asif aMan neg= i
or ~ leaing the true Ufe or original Intenti- ik
ect ~onand fubferviency of Language, thou’d it
gs, fpend his time in impercinent Criticifms i
a- . upon Words,or Reafoningsand Contro= ?"
O verfies purely Verbal. 0
o“F. 25 IYEr : , H
fe, & § 123. From Numbers we proceed ;'l
ig- ~ to fpeak of Extenfion, which is the Obx~ |
£t-  je@ of Geometry. The Infinite Divifi- i
of bility of Finite Extenfion tho’ it is not bl
all exprefly laid down, cither as an Axiomy e
ey or Theoreme in the Elements of thag |
ily | Science, yet, 1s throughout the fame e«
i very where fuppos’d, and thought to
b | have fo infeparable and effential aCon-
ng 1 nexion, with the Principlesand Demon-

B « ftrations 1n Geometry, that Mathemati-
% | clansneveradmititinto Doubt, or make
e the leat Queftion of iv. And as this No-.
o uonis theSourcefrom whence do {pring,
3 all thofe Amufing Geometrical Para-
ot doxes,
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176  Of the Principles Part 1.

" doxes, which have fuch a direct Repug-

nancy to the plain, common Senfe of
Mankind, and ‘are ‘admicted with fo

" much Reluctance, 1nto a Mind not yet

debauched by Learning : Soisit the prin-
cipal -occafion of all that nice and ex-
tream Subtilty, which rendersthe Scudy
of Mathematics fo very difficulc and te-
dious. Hence, if we can make 1t ap-=
pear, that no Finite Extenfion contains
innumerable Parts, or is infinitely Divi-
fible, it follows that we fhall at once
clear the Science of Geometry, from a

great number of Difficulties and Con-

tradictions which have ever been efteem-
ed a Reproach to Human Reafon, and
withal make the Atcainment thereof, a
bufinefs of much lefs Time and Pains,
chen it hitherto has been.

124. Every particular, Finite Ex-
tcn§ﬁon,4which mz’I:y poflibly be the Ob-
jeat of our Thought, 1s an Ides Exifting

onlyinthe Mind, and confequently cach

“Part thereof muft be perceiv’d. If, there-

fore,I cannot perceive innumerable Parts,
in any Finite Extenfion that T confider,
: 1t

6 7 8 g 1 1L 1
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oy it is certain they are not contained 1n i

l(g);' | it l Buc it’s evident, that I can’c diftin-, I

fo | pifh innumerable Parts in any particu- i

of | ﬁtr Line,Surface, ot Sohc;l,whlch I eicher! il
s ! perceive by Senfe, or Figure to my felf i-‘
= | i my Mind: Wherefore 1 conclude i
“:f' | they are not contained 1n It Nothing .._ |
i | can be plainer to me, than that the Ex- It
:;: tenfions I have in View, are no otile;: -
: than my own Idcas, and 1c 15 no lels |
viss plain, that I cannot refolve any onc of | It
e my Ideas, into an infinite Number of | i
= other Ideas, that is, that they are not 1n- i
& finitely Divifible. If by Finite Extenfi-
ok on be meant fomething diftinét from a
?11(1 Finitc Idea : Ideclare I do not know

whac that is, and fo cannot affirm or

e deny any thingof it.  But if the terms 1
= Extenfion, Parts, {9c. are taken 1n any 1}

Senfe conceivable 7. e. for Ideas; then It
Eaid to fay, a Finite Quantity or Extenfion

ofifts of Parts infinite in Number, is

= ;:'c()) manifeft and glaring a Contradicti-
on, that every one at firft fight acknow-
leges it to be fo. And it’s impoffible, it
fhow'd ever gain the affent of any rea-
fonable Creature, who is not brought
Aa TR0

ng
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I 178 Of the Principles  Part 1. P
L | to it by gentlc and flow Degrees, asa | M

il / Pagan Convert to the belief of 7ranfab- | fh

UHHiE 1 1 flantiation. ~ Ancient and rooted Preju- i,
i . 'dices do often pafs into Principles: And ¥l
L thofc Propofitions which once obrain ct

B ‘ the forcc'_aﬂcf credit of a Principle, ate | fa
1IN not only themfelves, but likewife what- Pl

B l e - éver’s deducible from them, thought o

U privileg’d from all Examination. And 1
K there’s no Abfurdity fo grofs, which, by | u
| | " -' this means, the Mind of Man may not o
it i be prepared to fivallow.

B § 125. He whofe Underftanding is !
il prepoffeft with the Doérine of Ab- X
il tract, general Idcas, may be eafily per- {
| R fwaded,that (whatever be thought ofthe D
BRIL 0 Ideas of Senfe,) Extenfion in Abfiraltk is !

| AE infinitely Divifible. And any one, who :

(I thinks the Objects of Senfe Exift with- :
e - out the Mind, will not ftick to affirm, |
(s a Line but an Inch Jong may contain |
T innumerable Parts, really Exifting, thd

| too fmall to be difcern’d. Thefe Er-
l i rors are grafted, as well in the Minds
{ e of Geometricians, as of other Men, and
i have a like influence on their Reafo-
l}r { ji nings ;
o
em1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
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. nings ; and 1t were no difficule tgl_n_g,_to
i,; " fhew how the Arguments from 2 cprré;-
e ¢ry made ufe of to fupport the 1n 111}3 -
'JLH vifibility of Extenfion, arc bottom, 0{{}
e chem.  But this, if it be thought‘n‘ccc -
e | faty, we may hereafter find a proper
:;e plac,c to treat of in a particular ® man-

At prefent we fhall t?nl}}:zf otlzfcrvc
' wal. whence it is the Mathcma-
Lrllaﬁ)lr irilcigaigcﬁe’ 111 {o fond and tenacious of

that Doétrine.

. It has been obferv’d in ano-
thc§r pllzcc, that the Theorcms and Dc-

eht Ber,

ib. ‘e in Geometry are conver-
{trations 10 (aC :

?62: ;frzgtn bout Univerfal Ideas. zi)zgz’., jeﬁ
\ XV. Introd. Where it 15 cXP anr;t an
t'h'c what Senfe this ought €0 be underftood,
iy Wamdy the particular Lines and Figures
i ?nclude:i in the Diagram, ar¢ fu¥%q§d
i~ ¢o ftand for innumerable Others of dific-
e ; ent Sizes, OF, n Othchox_fds, the Geo-
o | lx.nétc;' confiders them abftracting from
tho § 0 A Magnitude, which docs not 1mply,.
e chat he forms an Abftract Idea, but on-
nl‘?(i k;tha.t he cargs not Whaé the pattslcgiﬁn
; | Magnitude i er Great or Small,
- b iy ;
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180  Of the Principles  Part 1. P:
but looks on that as a thing indifferent o
to the Demonitratuon : Hence 1t fol- T
lows, that a Line in the Scheme, but an fai
Inch long, muft be fpoken of, as tho’ M
it contain’d ten-thoufand Pares, fince it b
is regarded, not n it felf, buc as ic is fo
univerfal, and it 1s univerfal only in its | at
Signification, whereby it reprefents in- o
numerable Lines greater than it {elf] in T
which may bediftinguifh’d ten-thoufand - #
Parts or more, tho’ there may not in i
1t.  Afcer this manner, the properticsof A
the Lines figmfied are (by a very ufual C
Figure) transfer’d to the Sign, and thence, a
thro’ Miftake, thought to appertain to d
. it confider’d 1n its own nature. : e ok
1
§ 127. Becaufe thereisno number of ¥
Pares fo great, but its poflible there may \
bea Line containing more, theInch-line ¢
is faid to contain Parts more than any :
affignable Number; which is true, not
of the Inch taken abfolutely, but only
for the things fignified by it. But Men
not retaining that Diftin¢tion in their
Thoughts, {lide into a belief, that the
{mall pareicular, Line defcribed on Papet
' ' contains

O
s (I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
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ent contains in it felf Parts innumerable. I
fol- There is no fuch thing as the ten-thou-

Lan fandth Part of an Inch; but there is of a f
‘ho’ Mile ot Diameter of the Earth, whichmay !
e 1t | be fignified by that Inch.  When there- i |
tis fore, I Delineate a Triangle on Paper,

1 1ts and take one fide not above an Inch,for .
in-  Example, in length to be the Radius : il
, 1n This I confider as divided into r 0000 OF r
and - 100000 Parts, Of MOIC. FO]_: tho’ the |

S in ten-thoufandth Part of that Line, con- |

sof fider'd in it felf, 1s nothing at all, and |

[ual confequently may be negleéted without

e, any Error or Inconveniency; yee thefe

| to defcribed Linesbeing only Marks, ftand-

ing for greater Quantities, whereof, it
may be, the ten-thoufandth Part 1s ve-

rof ry confiderable, it follows that, to pre-
nay vent notable Errors in Practice, the Ra-
line dius muft be taken of 10000 Patts, or
any more. .

not | _

nly - § 128. From what has been faid the
fen reafon 1S plall'l Why? o thc .Cl‘ld any
\eir Theorem become univerfal in 1ts Ufe, its
the neceflary we fpeak of the Lines deferib-
per <d on Paper, as tho’ they contain’d Parts
ns - which
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H 182  Of the Principles Part T, .
iy which really they do not. Indoingof Re
LR which, if we examine the matter chrough- ne
I 4 ly, we fhall, perhaps, difcover that we Bt
| cannotconceive an Inch it clf asconfit- | th
I ing of,or being divifible into,a thoufand Ve
1l Parts, but only fome other Line which of
1 is far greater than an Inch, and repre- 1
| l fented by 1t. And that when we fay a B
L Line 18 infinitely Divifible. We mean (if s |
; l we mean any thing) a Line which 1s - " - a
| HHEH finitely Great. What we have here ob- "
il ferv'd feems to be the chief Caufe, why,
to fuppofc the infinite divifibilicy of Fi-' I
: l | nite Extenfion, has been thought necef- a
ittt ~fary in Geometry. i =
R | a
i | § 129. The feveral Abfurdicies and .
i | Contradictions which flow’d from this v
i | falfe Principle might, one wou'd think, r
bt have been eftcem’d fo many Demon- LT |
M | ftrations againft it. But, by I know 1
i | not what Logic, 1t 1s held that Proofs 1
i a pofteriori arcnot tobe admitted,againft - 1
Al Propofitions rclating to Infinity. As : !
' i | tho’, it were not impoflible, even for i
I ‘ an Infinitc Mind, to reconcile Concra- |
| " e di¢tions. Ox as if any thing Abfurd and |
'Ir bt ' | Sl = - Repugnang
e
1t
o
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3of uenant cou’d have a ncceflary con-
L:gﬁ; | ﬁ:}goﬁﬂa with Truth, or flow from it
we But whoever confiders the weaknefs of
Gft- | this Pretence, will think 1t was contri-
and " ved on purpofe,to humour the Lazinefs
uch of the Mind, which had ratheracquicfce
>re- in an indolent Scepticifm, than be at the
ly a Pains, to go through with a fevere Ex-
(if amination of thofe Principles it has ever
in- ~ embraced for truc. |
%t;; § 130. Of late the Speculations about
Eas Infinites have run fo high, and grown
sef- to fuch ftrange Notions, as have oc-
| cafion’d no fmall Scruples and Difputes,
| among the Geometers of the prefent
‘his who not content with holding, that Fi-
nk, nite Lines may be divided into an' In-
. o finite number of Parts, do yet farther
oW maintain, that each of thofe Infinitefi-
ofs mals is it felf fubdivifible,into an infini-
nft ty of other Parts, or Inﬁ-mtcﬁrgals of afe~
As cond Order,and fo on ad infinitum.Thefe,
or | 1 fay, affere, there are Infinitefimals of
(o= | infinitefimals of Infinitefimals,&o¢. with-
nd . -out ever coming to an end. So that,
ng | o accord-
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if this Do&rine obtains, 1t will follow,

3 the very Foundations of Geometry are
_it ‘ . deftroy’d ;

AR 184  Of the Principles  Part I. P
L according to. them ‘an Inch does not di
{1 barely contain an infinitc number of b
1 Parts, but an Infinity of an Infinity of an - ai
Lt Infinity ad infinitun of Pares.Others there in
et be who hold, all orders of Infinitefimals b
il below the firft to be nothing atall, think- G
18 ing it, with good reafon, Abfurd, to E
1 imagine there is any pofitive Quantity | u
| or Part of Extenfion, which, tho’ mul- | ¢
; tiplyed Infinitely, can never equal the ¥¢
| | fmalleft given Extenfion. And yct on fr
T the other hand, it feems no lefs Abfurd, i
il ~ to think the Square,Cube, orother Pow= - al

er of a pofitive, real Root, thow'd ic felf P

il f be n®thing at all ; which they, who it

g hold Infinitcfimalsof the firft Order, de- | o
it nying all of the fubfequent Orders, are | »
il obliged to mamtain, | f
| | 11
1 § 131. Have we not, therefore, rea- r
11 fon to conclude, they are both 1n the C
i wrong, and that there is in effect no "
e ! fuch thing as Parts infinitely Small, or 5

i’ { an infinite number of Parts contain’d in & |

| '] | any Finite Quantity ? But you'llfay, that ]
{

I i

QO e I i g
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not deftroy’d : And thofe Great Men .‘Vh‘)a' |
e - 3 have zaifed that Science to fo aftonifhing |
fan - an Height, havebeen all the whilebuild-
cre ing a Caftle in the Air. To this 1t may It
nals be Replied, that whatever is ufcful in [
nk- Geometry, and promotes the benefic of ] |
to Human Life, does fill remain firm and |
ey 9 unthaken on our Principles. That Science it
wl- | confider’d as Practical, will rather re- il
the = reive Advantage, than any Prejudice i |
on from what has been faid.  Buttofetthis |
ird, in a duc’ Light, and fhew how Lines A
W= - and Figures may be meafur’d; and their il
felt Properties inveftigated, without fuppof-
rho | ing Finite Extenfion to be mfinitely D1- -
de- | vifible, may be the proper Bufinefs of |
are | another place. For the reft, ‘tho’ it i
| fhowd follow that fome of the more
intricate and fubtile Parts of Specula-
ca= 3 tive Mathematics may be pared of, with-
the out any prejudice to Truth; yec I do
no ] not {ee, what Damage will be thence
or | derived to Mankind. On the contrary,
.In 1 think it were highly to be wiflh’d, that
bt Men of the greateft Abilitics and moft
W, obftinate Application, wouw'd draw off
are . their Thoughtsfrom thofe Amufements,
d: Bb and
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186  Of the Principles Part 1.
and 1mploy them in the ftudy of fuch
Things, as lic nearer the concerns of
Life, or have a more dire¢t Influence
on the Manners. |

§ 132. If it be faid that feveral The-
orems undoubtedly true, are difcoverd
by methods 1n which Infinitefimals are
made ufe of, which cou’d never have

been, if their Exiftence included a con-

tradi&ion in 1c. Tanfwer, that upon
a thorough Examination it will not be
found, that n any Inftance it is necef-
fary to make ufe of or conceive Infinite-
{imal Parts of finite Lines,or even Quan-
tittes lefs than the Minimum Senfibile :
Nay 1t will be evident: this is never
done, it being impoffible. And what-
ever Mathemarticiansmay think of Fluxi-
ons or the Differential Calculus and the
like, a lictle Reflexion will thew them,
that in working by thofe Methods, they
do not conceive or 1magine Lines or
Surfaces lefs than what are perceivable

to Senfe.  They may, indeed, call thofe

litdle and almoft Infenfible Quantities
Infinitefimals or Infinitefimals of Infinitefi~

mals,

7 8 4 1 1. 1
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$ | Part I. ‘of Human Knowlege. 187

beh | mals, if they pleafe : But at Bottom |
of | this 15 all, they being cruth Finite, |

nee 4 gor does the Solution of Problemes re-

quire the fuppofing any other. But this
will be more clearly made out here-
"he- after,

e ——————

f;ri § 133. By what we have hitherto
lave ~  faid, ’os plain that very namerous and
on- and important Errors have taken their
pon Rife, from thofe falfe Principles which
the 3 were impugned in the foregoing Parts
cef- | of this Treatife, And the Oppofites of
ite- 4§ thofe erroncous Tenents, at the fame . |
1an- | time, appear to be motft fruitful Prin-
ie: 3 ciples, from whence do flow 1nnume-
cver rable, Confequences highly advantagi-
hat- ~ ous, to truc Philofophy as well as to
uxi- Religion. Particularly, Matter or the
the 1 Abfolute Exiftence of Corporeal Objeéts;,have
lem | been fhewn to be that wherein the moft
the); avow'd and pernicious Enemies of all
s or Knowlege, whether Human or Divine,
able have ever placed their chicf Strength
hofe © - and Confidence. And furely, if by di-
ities ftinguithing the real Exiftence of un<
itefi thinking Things from their being per~
s b Bbz . NG
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188  Of the Principles  Part 1. P
ceiv'd, and allowing them a Subfi- b ha
ftence of their own out of the Minds 15!
of Spirits, no one thing is explained i b
Nature, but, on the contrary, a great
many inexplicable Difficulties arife : If
the Suppofition of Matter is barely pre-
carious, as not being grounded on fo
much as one fingle Reafon : If 1ts:Con-
fequences cannot endure the light of
Examination and free Inquury,  but
fkreen themfelves under the dark and
general pretence of Infinites being Incom-
prebenfible : 1f withal the Removal of
this Matter be not attended with the
miffed in the World, but every ching
as well, nay much eafier conceiv'd
without it : If in fine, both Sceptics and
Atheifts are for ever filenced upon fup-
pofing only Spirits and Tdeas, and this

Scheme of Things is petfeétly agrecable
both to Reafor and Religion : Methinks

we may expect 1t thou'd be admicred
and firmly embraced, tho’ 1t were pro-

posd only as an }{ypozbrgis, and the
Exiftence of Matter had been allow’d
voflible, which yer, Iithink, we

: : have o

Fel= ;

PRI w—" W pe— &
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bfi- |  have cvidendy demonfirated that i [
nds 1snot. . 1
1m 235 . : ]
ceat § 134. True it is, that in confe- |
. If quence of the foregomg Principles, fe= i
pre- vesa! Difputes and Speculations, which
 {o are eftecem’d no mean Parts of Learn-
on- ing, are rejected as ufelefs, and in ef-
t of fect converfant about nothing at all.
but But how greata Prejudice focver againft
and our Notions, this may give to thofe
om= who have already been deeply Engag’d,
- of and made large Advances in Studies of
th that Nature : Yet by Others, we hope
ven it will not be thought any juft ground
lng of Diflike, to the Principles and Tenents -
vd hergin laid down, that'they abridge the
and labour of Study, and make Human
up- Sciences far more Clear, Compendious,
this and Attainable than they were before.
E;{i § 135. Having difpatch’d what we
ted mrtended to fay concerning the know.-
= lege of Ideas, the Method we propos’d
the - keads us, in the nexg place, to treat of
v | Spirits : With regard to which, peg-
we haps, Human Knowlege is not fo de-

We ficient
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i 190  Of the Principles Part T, :
ficient as is vulgatly imagined. The J o1
great Reafon that’s aflign’d, for ourbe- ¢
ing thought Ignorant of the naturcof | b

i Spirits, is, aur not having an Idea of = ly
i it. But furely it ought not to belook’d fa

i on as a defeé in a Human Underftand- | al
ing, that it docs not perceive the Idea it
of Spirit, if 1t 1s manifeftly 1mpofiible | d
there fhou’d be any fuch Idea. And =~ @ W
this if I miftake not, has been demon- -z

 ftrated in Seét XXVII to which I fhall
here add that a Spirit has been fhewn | a

to be the only Subftance, or Support |
wherein Unthinking Beings or Ideas can ‘ 2 e
Exift ; But that this Subflance which A a
. fupports or PErceives Idcas, how'd ic - a
{clf be an Idea or like an Idea 1s evident«. @
ly Abfurd, f]
‘-. § 136. It will perhaps be faid, that, fj]
‘ | ' "we want a Senfe (as fome have ima- :
: ; gin'd) proper to know Subftances with- =
iy | al, which if we had, we mught know |
1 | our own Soul, as we do a Triangle. x
Hie | To this I anfwer, that in cafc we had a | t
new Senfe beftow’d upon us, we cou’d | :

only receive thereby fome new Senfatis |

: ong
o .
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The | ons or Ideas of Senfe. But, I believe,
bes. 3 no Body will fay, that what he means
-of by the terms Sox/ and Subflance, is on-
Baf - 3 ly fome particular fort of Idea or Sen-
kd fation. We may therefore infer, that,
el all things duly confider’d, it 1s not
e more reafonable to think our Faculties
ible | defective, 1n that they do not furnith
\nd: B us with an Idca of Spirit, or Adive,
on- Thinking Subftance, than it wouw’d be
hall if we fhou’d blame them for not being
i able to comprehend a round Square.
::c;r; | § 137. From the opinion that Spirits
e . are to be known after the manner of
Te 2 an Idea or Senfation, have rifen many
\Nte ! abfurd and heterodox Tenents, and
‘ | much Scepticifm about the Nature of
the Soul. "Tis even probable, that
e this Opimion may have produced a
o doubt 1n fome, whether they had any
. Soul at all diftint from their Body,
Lt fince upon mnquury they cou’d not find
Iris they had an Idea of it. That an Ideq
)da which s Inactive, and the Exiftence
ad whcgeof confifts in being Perceivid,
1tis | thou'd be the Image or Likenefs of an
ons Agent
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192 - Of the Principles Part I. P
Agent fubfifting by 1t felf,feems to need
no other Rcfutation, than barcly at- .
tending to what. 15 meant by thofe if
Words. But, perhaps, you 1 fay, t_hglt So
tho’ an Idea cannot refemble a Spirit,
in its Thioking, Aing, or Subfifting
by it felf, yet it may in fome other re-
fpeéts: And it 1s not neceflary,, that an
Jdea or Image be in all refpects like the
Oniginal.

128, Tanfwer, If itdoes not 1n ,thofc

mgltignfd, it 1 im]i;o{ﬁbﬁ'; it ﬂl(]):;lod l;ﬁ;
refent it in any other thing. |

feriiin;xi:»&?]?c{m of Willing, Think-
ing, and Percaving Idcas, and there re-
mains nothing elfe wherein tng Idea can
be like a Spirit. For by the Word Spi-
ri+ we mean only that which Thinks,
Wills, and Percawves, this, and this a-
lone, conftitutes the Signification of
¢that Term. If, therefore, 115 jmpofli~
ble that any degree of thofe Powers,
thou'd be reprefented in an Idea or No-

" tion, tis evident there can b¢ no Idea
or Notion of a Spuit.

§ 139. But
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1€ _
;S - § 139. But it will be objected, that
hofe if there is no Idea fignified by the terms
that Soul, Spirit, and Subflance, they are It
irit, wholly nfignificant, or have no mcan= |
ting ~ ingin’em. I anfwer thofc Words do |
pre- 8 mean or fignify a real Thing, which 1s | -1
t an neither an Idea nor like an Idea, but | l
s the that which perceives Ideas, and Wills, il
| and Reafons about them. What Iam- 1
my felf, that which I denote by the i
+hofe term I, is the fame with what 1s meant 1}
dee- B by Soul, or Spiritual Subflance. But it
y but I fhow'd fay, that I'was nothing, or
hink- that T was an Idea or Notion, nothing
re re- cou’d be more evidently. Abfurd than
1 can cither of thefe Propofitions. ch’ﬂper.
Spi- haps, infift, that this 15 only Quarrel-
o ling at 2 Word, and that-fince the im-
g mediate fignifications of ' other Names,
n of “are by common confent ,called Ideas,
poffi- no rcafon can be affign’d, why that
Wers which is fignified by the name Spirit or
ST Soul may not partake in the fame Ap-
Idea - pellation. 1 anfwcr,'all the Unthink-
ng Objecs of the Mind agree, mn that
they are intirely Paflive, and their Ex-
. But Cc iftence .
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194 . Of the Principles Part I,
iftence confifts only in being perceiv’d :
Whereas a Soul or Spirit 1s an acive
being, whofe Exiftence confifts not in
Being perceiv’d, butin perceiving Ideas
and Thinking. It is, therefore, necef-
fary in order to prevent Equivocation

- and confounding Natures perfeétly difs

agreeing and unlike, thar we diftin.

guth between Spirit and Idea. v;
Sect. XXVII, e

§ 140. In a large Senfe, indeed, we
may be faid to have an Idea of Spirit,
that 1s; we underftand the meaning of

theWord otherwife we cou’d not affirm

or deny any thing of it. Moreover, as
we conceive the Ideas that are in the
Minds of other Spirits, by means of our
own, which we fuppofe to be Referms-
blances of them. So we know other
Spiritsby means of our own Soul which

in that Senfe, is the Image or Idea of
thc_:np, 1t _having a like refpec to other
Spirits, that Bluenefs or Heat by.me
percerv'd has to thofe Ideas perceiy’d

by another,

6 7 8 9 10 11 1
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v’ : _

i’ci(\izc‘ § 141. The natural Immortality of
It 1N the Soul is a neceflary Confequence of
deas the foregoing Doctrine. But before
ecel> we attempt to prove this, ’us fit that
tion . we explain the meaning of that Tenent,
dif It muft not be fuppofed, that chey who
ftin- affere the natural Immorealicy of the
Vid, Soul are of opinion,that, it 1s abfolutely
| incapable of Annihulacion, even by the
infinite power of the CreaTor, who

e firft gave it Being. But only that 1t 1s
irit not liable to be broken, or diffolv’d, by
o of the ordinary Laws of Nature or Motion.
B They indeed, who hold the Soul of
[, as Man to be only a thin, vital Flame, or
the Syftem of animal Spirits, make it Per-
ou ithing and Corruptible as the Body,
e fince there is nothing more eafily diffi-
s pated than fuch a Being, which ic is na-
Gl turally 1mpofiible fhou’d furvive the
CoF Ruin of the Tabernacle, wherein it is
her inclos’d. And this Notion has been

T greedily embraced, and cherifh’d by the
Py | worft Part of Mankind, as the moft ef-
| fe¢tual Ancdote againft all Impreffions

of Vertue and Religion, But it has
Cec 2 been

"he

— i
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196  Of the Principles  Part 1.
been made evident, that Bodics, of what
frame or Texture foever, are barcly
paflive Ideas in the Mind,which is more
diftant and heterogencous from them,
than Light is from Darknefs. We have  °
fhewn that the Soul is Indivifible, Incoz~
porcal, Unextended, and it 1s confe-.
-quently Incorrupuble. Nothing can be
plainer, than that the Motions,Changes,

Decays,. and Diffolutions which we
hourly fee befal natural Bodies (and ol
which is what we mean by the cowrfe xc
of Nature) cannot poflibly affeét an it
Aéive, Smmple, Uncompounded Sub- #

ftance : Such a being, thercfore, 1s In-
diffoluble by the force of Nature, chate tt
is to {ay, the Soul of Man is naturally hi
Immortal. - S
' al
§ 142. After what has been faid, ’us, "
I fuppofe, plain that our Souls are not ¢
to be known in the fame manner as P
{enfelefs, ina&tive Objects, or by way =
of Idea. Spirits and Ideas ate things fo ot
wholly different, that when we fay, r
they Exift, they are Known, or the- like, 4
thefc Words muit not be thoughs to +

fignific
O . O
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Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [208] - 196




t L Part L. of Human Knowlege. 1975
'h | fienific any thing common to both Na- -
lrcai; | u%rl::ls. Tgetc is nothing alike or com-
rore” B mon in them : And to expec, that by
em, | any multiplication or cnlargement of
12ve V our Faculties, we may be enabled to
cots ! know a Spirit as we do a Triangle,
nfc- feems as Abfurd as if we fhou’d hope to
ibe # fee @ Sound. This is inculeated becanfe
Iges, I imagine it may be of Moment, to-
we wardsclearing {everalimportant Quefti-
“and ons, and preventing {fome very dange-
ourfe rous Errors concerning the Nature of
an the Soul. -

sub= oy e e e T 7 ;
v § 143. Tt will not be amifs to add,
that that the Doctrine of dbfraét Ideas has
rally had no fmall fhare, in rendering chofe

- Sciences Intricate and obfcure, which

are particularly converfant about Spirie

’cis: tual Things. Men have imagin'd they
— cou'd frame abftradt Notions, of the
£ as Powers and A€ts of the Mind, and con-
way fider them prefcinded, as well fiom
ke - the Mind or Spirie it felf, as from their
fay, refpective Objects and Effects. Hence
ike, ; a great number of dark and ambiguous
fto. 4 Terms, prefwn’d to ftand for abftra®
ufie Notions,
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198  Of the Principles Part. I, Pa
. Notions, have been introduiced into Me- o
1 taphyfics and Morality, and from thefe E
1! have grown Infinite Diftracions and Dif- |
il putes amongft the Learned. j| (
| : ' - ola
| i § 144. But nothing fcems more to E}m
I have contributed, towards engaging the
1 Men in Controverfies and Miftakes,with ke
il regard to the Nature and Operations of | Gl
| [ the Mind, than the being ufed to fpeak s
R of thofe things,n Terms borrow’d from par
1 # it fenfible Ideas. For Example, The Will acc
| | 1s termed the Motion of the Soul: This- Pré
I | infufes a Belief, that the Nﬁnd 0121 I\c/]Ian IS hav
i as a Ball in Motion, impell’d and deter-
| 1t -3 u M s %?5%!1‘11'6, as necef- 31
" * farily as thatis by the Stroak of aRacket. by;
I Hence arife endlefs Scruples and Errors ftin
o of dangerous Confequence in Morality. col
il All which, I doubt not, may be clcar- |
oyt || ed, and Truth appear Plain, Uniform, ' {
| | and Confiftent, cou’d buc Philofophers b o
BRI | be prevail'd on, to depart from fome L on
§i il | receiv'd prejudices and modes of Speech, | vid
il 43 and retiring 1nto themfelves attentively . wh
iR confider their own meaning.  But the 54
I Difhicultiesarifing on this Head, demand k- Sar
f 3
¢l
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[e- ~ amore particular Difquifition, than fuits

3_1{'_6 " with the Defign of this Treatife. i
= '_ i
f § 145. From what has been faid, ’tis |
’ plain, that we cannot know the Exift- ]!
to ence of other Spirits, otherwifc than by 1
18 their Operations, or the Ideas by them . -l.,;
th excited 1n us. I perceive feveral Moti- E
of ons, Changes, and Combinations of I- ll
ak deas, that inform me there are certain
m, partcular Agents, like my felf, which
il accompany them, and concur in their
1S’ Préduction. Hence, the Knowlege I
1S have of other Spirits is not immediate, ;;
- as 1s the Knowlege of my Ideas, but
e depending on the Intervention of Ideas,
ot by me refer'd to Agents or Spirits di- f&
s . fin& from my {clf, as Effe&s or con- |
Y. . comitant Signs. 2 t
r- | '
n, | § 146. But tho’ there be fome things
5 which convince us, Human Agents are }
1€ ~ concern’d 1n producing them  yet it isc-
h, vident to every one, that thofc things
ly ~ which are call'd the works of Nature, ;
1 i. e. the far greater part of the Ideas or ;
d Senfations perceived by us, arc not pro-
4 ! | ~ duced
: 1
!

‘III[|I|II‘|I|I||' |1]||I|I|I|I||I||I||I|]|I|I||1I|I||I[||I|I||II|I‘1H||||1I‘I|II||II|||I|I|I||I||I|||l|||‘||||||I||‘I|I||1||I||Il||||||‘|I|I|I|I||IIII|II|I’||I|||||I
em. 1 2 3 d 5 © ¥ 38 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 18

= / & GOTTFRIED WILHELM LEIBNIZ BIBLIOTHEK signatur; Leibn. Marg_ 52, [211] -199

MIEDERSACHSISCHE LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




goo  Of the Principles Pare I Pa
duced by, or dependent on, the Wills did
of Men. - There is thercfore fome other wh
Spirit that caufes them, fince it 1s repug- Wi
nant that they fhou’d {ubfift by them- of {
felves.  See Sedt. XXIX. But if we at- tha
tentively confider the conftant Regula- Eff
vity, Order, and Concatenation of Na- mic
tural” Things, the furpriing Magmfi- ol
cence, Beauty and Perfection of the lar~ any
ger, and the Exquifite Contrivance of | Eff
the fmaller Parts of the Creaton, to- fnot
gether with the exaét Harmony and tha
Correfpondence of the whole, bugta- | For
bove all, the never enough admir'd Per
finés or natural Inclinations, Appetites, T
and Paffions of Animals,] fay if we con- a1
Gider all thefe: things, and at the fame any
cime attend to the meaning and im- per
port of the Atcributes One, Eternal, TO,
nfinitely Wife, Good and Perfedt, we all
fhall clearly perceive that they belong cail
to the aforefaid Spiric, who works all in wh
all, and by whom all things confift. Exi

| | pul

147, Hence it is evident, that cve
Go§ D,lﬁknown‘as certainly and imme- g
E EO diately |

1
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/1lls diately as any other Mind or Spirit
ther whatfoever, diftin& from our fclves.
nag= We may cven affere, that the Exiftence
em- of Gop is far more evidently perceiv'd
by 4§ than the Exiftence of Men ; becaufe the
ala- Effe&ts of Nature are infinitely more nu-
Na- | merous and confiderable, than thofe af-
nmfi- cribed to Human Agents. There 1s not
lar- - | any one Mark that decnotes a Man, or
¢ of Effect produced by him, which does
to- not more ftrongly evince the Being of
and that Spirit, who 1s the Author of Nature.
) a- For it 1s evident that in affecting other
ird | Perfons, the will of Man has no other
: In~ Object, than barely the Motion of the
1tes, Limbs of his Body, but thaxfuch a.Mo-
“on= tion thou’d be attended by, or excite,
ime any Idca in the Mind of another, de-
1m- pends wholly on the Will of the CrEea-
‘nal, ror. He alone it is who, apholding
we all things by the word of his Power, main-
ong rains that Intercourfe between Spirits,
I in whereby they are able to percewve the

| Exiftence of cach other. And yet this
. pure and clear Light which enlightens

that | every one, is it fclf invifible to the
me- | greatclt pare of Mankind. 3
iely | - Dd § 148. It
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‘ ' of |
. ! § 148 It feems to be a general Pre- felv
i tence of the Unthinking Herd chac chey ah
: cannot fce Gon. Cou'd we but fee L
him, fay they, as we fec a Man, we we
fhou’d believe that he is, and believing e
obey his Commands, - But alas we 15-2
need only open our Eyes to fee the So- Mc
vereign Lord of all Things, with a 1ng
more full and clear view than we do fan
any one of our Fellow-Creatures. Not fer
that I imagine, we fece Gob (as fome anc
will have it) by a dire@& and 1mmediate not
View, or fee Corporeal Things, not by the
themfclves but, by feeing that which at
reprefents them 1n the E(%cncc of Gop, ma
which Doé&rineis, I muft confefs, to -
me Incomprehenfible.  But I fhall ex- .
plain my Meaning. A Human Spirit fec
or Perfon is not perceivid by Senfe, as | P
not being an Idea ; when therefore we | arc
{fee the Colour, Size, Figure, and Moti-
ons of a Man, we perceive only certain vl
Senfations or Ideas excited in our own thi
Minds: And thefe, being exhibited to IPE
our view in {undry, diftinct Colleétions tie
fcrve to mark out unto us the Exiftence wi
5 | of -4
|
|
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of Finite, and Created Spirits like our

Pre- felves. Hence ’tis Plain, we do not fee
:hey a Man, if by Man 15 mcaat that .\V}fll(:h

fee Lives, Movecs, Perceives, and Tths as

we we do : Butonly fucha certain Collecti-
7ing on of Ideas, as directs us to think therg

we is a diftinét Principle of Thought an

So- Motion, like to our felves, accompany-
h a ing and reprefented by it. And after the
. do fame manner W¢ fce Gop; all the dif-
Not ference is, that, whereas fome onc finite
ome and narrow affemblage of Ideas de-
liate notes a partitular Human ‘Mind, Wl(‘il-.-_
¢ by therfoever we direct our view, we do
hich at all times and 1n all ‘places, perceive
30D, manifeft Tokens of the Divinuty : Eve-
5. o - ry thing we See, Hear, Feel or any wife
)cx- * perceive by Senfe, being a Sign or  Ef-
ipjrjt fect of the Power of Gop: as Is: our
e. as Perception of thofe very Motions, which
a9 arc produced by Men.

. . .
f&ﬁ; ~ § 149. "Tis therefore plain, that no-
own thing can be more evident to any onc
:d to that’s capable of the leaft Reflexion,
tions than the Exiftence of Gop, or a Spirit
‘ence who is intimately prefent to our Minds,
of & | Dd 2 pro=

W
em 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
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go4  Of the Principles  Part L

producing i them all that variety of
Ideas or Senfations, which continually
affe¢t us,on whom we have an abfolute
and intirec Dependence, in thort in whom
we Live, and Move, and have our Being.
That the Difcovery of this great Truth
which lies fo near and obvious to the
Mind, thou’d be attain’d to by the Rea-
fon of fo very few, isa fad inftance of
the Stupidity and Inattention of Men,
who, tho they are Surrounded with
fuch clear manifeftations of the Deity,
are yet fo litcle affeéted by them, that
they feem, as 1t were, blinded with ex-
cefs of Light.

§ 150. But you'll fay has Nature no

fhare in the Production of Natural

Things, and muft they be all afcrib’d
to the ymmediate and fole Operation
of Gop? I anfwer, if by ANature is
meant only the vifible Series of Effeéts,
or Senfations 1mprinted on' our Minds,
according to certain fixt and general
Laws : Then ’us plain, that Nature tak-
en in this Senfe cannot produce any
thing atall.  But if by Nature 1s meant

fome

6 7 8 g 1 Ll

Signatur: Leibn. Marg. 52, [216] - 204

for

U
16 17




a0 © PartL of Human Knowlege. 205

' of {fome Being diftin& from Gon, as wel}
ally as from the Laws of Nature, and things
lute perceiv'd by Senfe, I muft confefs, thae
hom Word 1s to me an empty Sound, with-
ring. out any elligible Meanmng annexed
ruth to 1t. Nature; m this Acceptation, is a
the vain Chimera mtroduced. by cthofe Hea-
Rea- thens, who had not juft Notions of the b
: of Omniprefence and infinite Perferion '}
Aen, of Gop. But it is more unaccounta= )
with ~ ble, thatit fhou’d be receiv’d among
eity, Chriftians profefling belief in the Holy
that Scriptures, which conftantly afcribe
e thofc Effe&s to the immediate Hand of

Gop, that Heathen Philofophers are
wont to impute to Nature...idbe Lorp,

Eno be cauferh the Uapours to afcend ; be mak- f
ural eth Lightnings with Rain; he bringeth

1b’d  forth the Wind out of his Treafures. Jerem. !
tion Chap. 10. V. 13. He turneth the fhadow I
e 1S of Death into the Morning, and maketh the
o&5ts, Day dark with Night. Amos Chap:g.v. ||
nds, 8. He vifiteth the Earth, and maketh it i
eral foft with Showers : He bleffeth the Spring- i1
tak- ing thereof, and crowneth the Year with }
any his Goodnefs; [0 that the Paffures are cloath= I
:ant ed with Flocks, and the Valleys are cover'd

me over
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overwith Corn. See Pfal. 65. But notwith-
ftanding that this is the conftant Lan- - Na
guage of Scripture; yet we have I know dei
not what Averfion from believing, that gel
G op concerns himfelf fo nearly 1n -our o
Affairs.  Fain wou'd we fuppofe him =t
at a great diftance off, and {ubfticute it
fome blind, unthinking Deputy 1n his Gy
ftead, tho (if wemay believe Saint Paul) fol
he be not far from every one of us. his
' pic¢
§ 151. It will, T doubt not, be ob- Se,
jected, thattheflow, gradual and round- tri
about Methods obferv’d n the Pro- N:
duction of Natural Things, do not ric
{cem to have for their Caufc the im- Y
mediate Hand of an Almighty Agent. P it
Befides, Monfters, untimely Births, an
Fruits blafted in the Bloffom, Rains fal-  thi
ling in defert Places, Mifetics incident Cl
to Human Life, and the like, are fo ma- ce
ny arguments that the whole frame of fu
Nature, is not immediately actuated le:
and fuperintended by a Spirit of infinite ui
Wifdom and Goodnefs.  But the An- | ca
" fwer to this Obje&ion is in'a good in
.meafure plain from Seél. LXII, 1t being W

v ; vifible,

e e
0 2 13 14 15

A
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&

ith- 1 vifible, that the aforefaild Methods of

an= § Nature arc abfolutely neceflaty, in or-

ow | der to working by the moft fimple and

hat general Rules, and after a fteady and

our | confiftent Manner ; which argues both

um the Wifdom and Goodnefs of Gop. For,

ute it doth hence follow, thae the Finger of |

his Gon is not fo confpicuous to the re- 1

aul) folv’d and carelefs Sinner, which gives |
him an oppertunity to harden in his Im- E
piety, and grow ripefor Vengeance. vid.

ob- Seft. LVIIL Such 1s the Artficial Con- 1

nd- trivance of this mighty Machine of

o= Nature, that whilft its Motions and va-

not rious Phanomena ftrike on our Senfcs, |

Im- the Hand which a&uates the whole is |

ent. r ic felf unperceivable to Men of Fleth |

ths, and Blood. Verily (faith the Prophet) |

fal- thou art a Gop that hideft thy felf. Ifaiah i

lent Chap. 45. ver. 15. But tho the Lord con- i

na- ceal himfelf from the Eyes of the Sexn- 1

wok | fual and Lazy, who will not be at the 1

ted leaft expence of Thought; yet to an o

1te unbiaffed and attentive Mind, nothing !

An- | can be more planly legible, than the |

»od | intimate Prefence of an All-wife Spirit, |

ng who Fathions, Regulates, and Suftains

Ble. | . the :

o e
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008 Of the Principles  Part T,
the whole Syftem of Beings. ~ Sccond-
Iy, It is clear from what we have elfe-
where obferv’d, that the Operaung ac-
cording to general and ftated Laws, 1s
{o neceflary for our Guidance in the af-
fairs of Life, and letting us Into the
Secret of Nature, that withoue 1t, all
Reach and Compafs of Thought, all
Human Sagacity and Defign cou'd
ferve to no manaer of Purpofe : Tt were
even impoffible, there fhou'd be any
fuch Faculties or Powers in the Mind,vid.
Seft. XXXI. Which one Confideration

abundantly out-ballances whatever pat-
" ticular Inconveniences may thence arife.

- § 1¢2. But we fhou'd further confi-
der, that the very Blemithes and Defects
of Nature ate not without their Ufe, in
that they make an agrecable fort of Va-
 riety, and augment the Beauty of the
¢t of the Creation, as Shades 1n a Pr-
&ure ferve to fet off the brighter and
more enlighten’d Parts. We woil'd
likewife do well to examine, whether
our taxing the Wafte of Seeds and Em-
bryo’s, and accidental Deftruction of

: Plants
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1 Part I of Human Knowlege. 209
b Plants and Animals, before they come
elfe- to full Maturity, as an Imprudence in
ac~ the Author of Nature, be not the effect
S. IS of Prejudice, contracted by out Fami-
s liarity with impotent and faving Mot-
the. ! tals. In Man, indeed, a thrfty Ma- |
all nagement of thofc Things, which he i
,' all cannot procure w_l,thoqt mgch }’ams_ i
ou’d and Induftry, may be eftcem’d #ifdom. }
were But we muft not 1magine, that the 1n- _
any explicably fine Machine of an Animal
vid. - or Vegetable, coftsthe Great’'CreaTOR
tion any more Pains or-Trouble 1 1ts Pro-
pat- ducion, than a Pebble docs: nothing
ife. being more cvident, than that an Om-
?égs his Iinfill_-.lj’q:l'gl-flcnc_c it 1s plain, that the - |
. in | fplendid Profufion of N atural Things :
e - fhou’d not be interpreted, Weakaels or ;
' the Prodigality in the Agent who produces :
1 Pi- them, but rather be look’d on as an ;
and Argument of the Riches of his Power. -
- A .
sther § 123. As for the mixture of Pain :
Em- or Uncafinefs which is-in the World,
n of SRy Ee¢ purfuant
lants  § | |
W R I
cm: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1B 14 Ib5 186
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| 210 Of the Principles Pare 1 s
i purfuant to the General Laws of Na- tha&;
‘ ture, and the Actions of Finite, Imper- _%li:ttl(
fect Spmts ‘This; n the State wearcin Teed
1 at prefent, 1s indipenfibly neceffary to LA
‘, our Well-being. Butour Profpeés are I g
too narrow : We take, for Inftance, the UC)L
Idca of fome one pamcular Pain into atht |
" our Thoughts, and account it Evil; ¥ (t) ‘
t whereas if we enlarge our View, fo- as rgnr_é!
i to comprehend the various Ends Con- : e
nexions; and Dependencies of thmgs on ] gooc
! what Occaﬁons and 1n what Proporti- | e
ons, we'are affe@ted with Pain and Plea- | 735
furc the Nature of Human Frcedom, Mind
and«;he Defign with which we are put 1
into the W01ld we fhall be forced to % o
acknowlcgethatthoﬁ,pamcular Things, ?:1'1: .
which confider’d in themfelves appear £ b
to be Ewil, have the Nature of Good, S
when confider’d as link’d with the wholc hels
Syi’ccm of Beings. i o
§ 154. From what has been faid it 310(2{:61‘]
will be mamfe{’c to any Confidering Per- migﬁ
fon, that it’s meetly for want of at- e
tention and comprchenﬁvcncfs of Mind :
_. that
‘|III]III|‘||||||III‘||||[I||||||1||IJ|I|l|||||||||I|[I|lII|||||l|HII‘IIII|J|II‘Hll|||||||||||||||‘||I||IIII‘I|||[| |!|||||||||I|I||||||||||J|I[1|I|’|I|l|| My
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513 Of the Principles  Part 1.
§ 155. We fhow'd rather admire,

“as to neglecr, than that negleGing
they fhou’d be unconvinced of, fuch
an - evident and momentous Truth.
And yet icds to be fear’d that too ma-

my of Parts and Leifure, who live
in Chriftian Countries, are meerly
thtd a fupine and dreadful Negli-
oeice funk into a fort of Demy-Atheifm.
They can’t fay there 1s not a Gop,
but neither are they convinced that

For what clfe can 1t be but

mifgivings of Mind, with regard e

the Exiftence and Attributes of Goo,

which permits Sinners to grow and
harden in Impicty ¥ Since itis down-
right impoffible, that a Soul pierced
and enhghten’d with a thorough Senfe
of the ‘Omniprefence, Holinefs, and

Tuftice of .that Almighty Spirit, thou'd
perfit i a remorllefs- Vielation of

his Laws. We ought, therefore, ear-

ncitly to meditate and dwell on thofe
' SIS impoxtant

e ‘ 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 1
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Past of Human Knowlege: 213
~ jmportant ~ Points; that {0 We may

i
i

TG 4teain Conviction ‘without ‘all” Scru< &
pid ple, that the Eyes of the Loro dre in b
ing every place bebolding the Ewil and the @
ach Good ; that be is with us and keepeth £
ith: us in all places whither we go, and givs 3
na- | eth us Bread to eat and-Raiment to put {
lch 4 on ; that hc 1S preféﬂt M" éq&{cious _h
aly to our innermoft Thoughts; in fife, |
gli- that we have a moft abfolute and ;
ifm. § immediate Dependence on Him. A
oD clear View of which great Truths e
thae @ cannot chufe but fill our Hearts, with 14
but * an awful Circumfpection and holy ¢
cret Fear, which 1s the ftrongeft Incen-
" to ; tive to Vertue, and the bel ‘Guard a-
0D, i gainfc Vice. ; | E
Wiis § 156. For after all, what deferves g
ced the firft place in our Studies, is the .
enfe Confideration of Gon, and our Dz g
and #y; which ta promote as it was the &
u'd the main drift and defign-of my ILa- .
rof B bours, fo fhall I efteem them altoge- t
car» | ther ufelefs and ineffectual, if, by

wofe | what I have faid I cannot infpice my K
tang Readers ;
O O O
cm 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1B 14 Ib5 186
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Readers with a pious Senfe of the Pre-
fence of Goo: And having fhewn the
Falfenefs or Vanity of thofe barren Spe-
culauons, which make the chief Em-
ployment of Learned Men, the betcer
difpofc them to reverence and embrace
thc Salutary Truths of the GOSPEL
‘which o Know and to Practife, 1s the
higheft Perfection of Human Nature.
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